The “12” Words

Every Successful Student Should Have in Their Vocabulary

	Vocab Word
	Definition

	Analyze
	to break down or take apart

	Compare
	to state how they are similar

	Contrast
	to state how they are different

	Describe
	to tell about, answers the question what

	Evaluate
	to rate or figure out

	Explain
	to tell more about, answers the question how or why

	Formulate
	to put together

	Infer
	to suggest, use clues to read between the lines

	Predict
	to state what you think will happen

	Summarize
	to break down, rephrase in a concise manner

	Support
	to defend, prove your answer or state your case

	Trace
	to show your steps or work
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