
HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 

As we near the mid-point part of our school year, I want to say thank you for all you have done to  
support your child and our staff.  As we move forward into the new year and begin to plan for      
2014-15, I want to provide parents with an opportunity to provide feedback on how we are serving 
your children.  Loudoun County Schools are proactive in their quest to receive feedback that we can 
use to make sure our school is a place where children can learn in a safe environment and where 
parents feel valued and are recognized as partners in their children’s education.  In order to gather 
input from our community I am asking that you take a complete a brief parent survey.  The survey will 
be posted in mid January and will be located on the Arcola web page. Thank you for giving us your 
feedback! 

I would also ask that you be aware of three important decisions that will impact our school and com-
munity.  As many of you are aware, the bi-county parkway is currently being planned to go between 
Champe High School and Arcola Elementary School.  As a community, this road will have an impact 
and I urge you to learn more in order to be fully informed about the pros and cons of locating the road 
as it is currently planned.  In addition, we are entering another budget season and I always believe it 
is good for parents and community members to be aware of how funds are being allocated throughout 
the county.  Please be sure to stay informed, ask questions, and be an advocate for those areas you 
believe should be a priority in our community.  Finally, our schools will soon be faced with major 
changes as our superintendent, Dr. Hatrick, retires.  Again, I urge you to take time to learn about the 
search being conducted by the school board, complete community surveys that ask for your input, 
and help our school board make the very best choice for the next superintendent of LCPS.  The deci-
sions made in each of these three current events will have a direct impact on our students and com-
munity and I hope you will be a meaningful voice in shaping our future. 

I hope that all of you have a wonderful holiday season and enjoy the time you have with your friends 

and family.  I am very fortunate to serve in this community and work with your children.  Happy     

Holidays! 

NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS 

 One of the fun things most of us do at the beginning of the year is make New Year’s Resolu-
tions.  This year, one of my professional goals is to facilitate leadership and provide more opportuni-
ties for the many talented individuals I work with to become leaders within our school and community. 
As educators we often observe that our students make the most academic growth during the months 
of January, February, March, and April.  Therefore, here are the top 10 resolutions I would encourage 
you to make with your child: 

1. Have a place to study and read that is quiet. 
2. Go to bed at a regular time each night. 
3. Eat breakfast, lunch, and dinner (together when you can). 
4. Take time to play games. 
5. Limit, or turn off, the TV. 
6. Let you child ride the bus (they will never be late to school) 
7. Ask more questions and do less telling 
8. Listen more 
9. Teach your child to appreciate the many gifts we all have 
10. Enjoy today… tomorrow comes WAY TOO FAST! 

 
CAREER DAY 

CAREER DAY at Arcola Elementary is on Tuesday, February 11, 2014! We are currently looking for 
volunteers! Would you be willing to share your unique occupation with the students at Arcola? Do 
you know someone in the community who might be willing to come speak at our school? Please con-
tact school counselors Janet Spencer or Ghadeer Rantisi if you are interested or have any questions 
at 703-957-4392, or janet.spencer@lcps.org . 

If due to a disability, you need 

assistance to enable you to par-

ticipate meaningfully in any activ-

ity at Arcola Elementary, please 

contact Mr. Stevens or the school 

office at 703-957-4390, at least 

five working days prior to the 

event. 

Principal’s Corner 

 

 

January 2014 

rcola 

lementary Dragon Quest 

Upcoming Events 

January 2014 

41740 Tall Cedars Parkway 

Aldie, VA. 20105 

703-957-4390 

Today’s Dreamers, 

Tomorrow’s Achievers 

Lines from the Library 

Our Scholastic Book Fair was 

a huge success with sales 

reaching almost $14,000!  

Profits from our sales will be 

used to purchase additional 

materials for Arcola’s library 

as well as funding our Accel-

erated Reader program.  

We’d like to send a special 
“THANK YOU” to each and 

every volunteer who support-

ed our efforts and helped to 

make it happen.  We couldn’t 

have done it without you!   

School Resumes—

Welcome Back! 
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