
A guide for parents of students in Kindergarten through 2nd Grade

The Progress Indicator 
displayed on the Grade 
Summary is calculated in 
the teacher’s grade book 
and displayed in the Parent 
Portal, but this summary 
grade never displays on 
your child’s report card.  
This is because the LCPS 
Primary Report Card 
breaks each subject into a 
set of strands called Topic 
Statements that give you 
more detailed information 
about your child’s perfor-
mance in a subject than an 
overall grade can provide.

The summary grade provided at the bottom of the Student Assignment Report is an average of all weighted assessments.  Typi-
cally, summative assessments are given a weight of 1 while diagnostic and formative assessments are weighted 0.  A teacher may 
indicate whether the assessment is Diagnostic, Formative, or Summative by using a D, F, or S at the beginning of the assignment 
title or by creating a category for each assessment type. 

The information that is available to you in the CLARITY Parent Portal is not the same as the information that is dis-
played on your child’s report card.  This document is designed to help explain the differences between these two 
important sources of information and give you an understanding of what each resource can tell you about your child’s 
performance in school.

The CLARITY Parent Portal gives you a real-time view into your child’s performance in 
each subject area.  Through the Parent Portal, you can see information about assignments 
your child has completed, their scores on those assignments, and a summary of your child’s 
overall performance in a subject in the form of a Numerical Score (4, 3, 2, or 1) and a corre-
sponding Progress Indicator (E,M,P, or B).The first thing you see when logged-in to the Parent 
Portal is a Grade Summary.

This summary gives a brief overview of your child’s performance by providing a Numerical 
Score and a Progress Indicator for each subject area.  This Progress Indicator is derived from an 
average of all weighted assessments (typically Summative Assessments), and is designed to give 
you an at-a-glance update of your child’s performance.

Parent Portal Overview

Clicking on a numerical score or progress indicator for a subject will take you to a Student Assignment Report for that 
class.  The Student Assignment Report gives you detailed information about the assignments your child has completed, 
including a brief description of the assignment, the due date, the category (if the teacher categorizes assignments), the 
Max Value, the student’s Numerical Score (indicated in the Grade column) and Progress Indicator (indicated in the Letter 
column) on that assignment, and any comments that the teacher has made about your child’s performance.  The overall 
summary grade (the Numerical Score and the Progress Indicator) for that subject is also listed at the bottom of this as-
signment report, as well as any general comments the teacher has left about your child’s performance in that subject. 

Clicking on the description of an assignment gives 
even more details about that assignment, includ-
ing the date assigned, the grading scale used, the 
weight, and the assessment type.  You can also see 
what report card Topic Statement this assignment 
has been linked to and, if the teacher has provided 
one, a narrative that gives more details about the 
assignment.

Understanding the CLARITY Parent Portal

Fig 1: Grade Summary

Fig 1 Note:

Fig 2: Student Assignment Report

Fig 2 Note:



The LCPS report card is designed to provide a snapshot of your child’s performance in school across an entire 
quarter, while the Parent Portal is designed to give you a window into your child’s day-to-day performance in each 
subject area.   The table below describes important differences between these two sources of information.  While 
the CLARITY Parent Portal and quarterly report cards are 
tools that can give you more information about your child’s 
performance, the best way to get information about your 
child’s progress is to communicate with your child’s teacher.  
Clear and consistent communication between parents and 
teachers is one of the best ways to ensure your child is 
successful in school..

Questions about grade information on the report card or in the 
Parent Portal?  Contact your child’s teacher.

Comparing the Parent Portal and the LCPS Report Card

The Parent Portal is best for… The Report Card is best for…
Details about your child’s performance on specific 
assignments.
 
An at-a-glance summary of your child’s current 
performance in a subject.

Details about the report card Topic Statement to 
which an assignment is linked.

Details about what type of assessments your child 
has been given.

Descriptions of, and details about, specific  
assessments.

Information about your child’s performance on Topic 
Statements for each subject.

A detailed summary of performance across an entire 
quarter.

Information about work habits and classroom  
behavior.

In-depth teacher comments about your child’s  
performance in a subject.

Attendance information.

Glossary of Terms

Diagnostic Assessment - An assessment given before teaching takes place.

Formative Assessment - An assessment given during the learning process.

Summative Assessment - An assessment given after instruction has taken place.

Progress Indicator - A letter grade (E, M, P, or B) that describes if a student is exceeding, meeting, 
progressing towards, or below a grade level standard (or set of standards).
Numerical Score - A number grade (4, 3, 2, or 1) that describes if a student is exceeding, meeting, 
progressing towards, or below a grade level standard (or set of standards).
Max Value -The maximum score possible on an assignment.

Weight - The number of times an assessment score is included when calculating a subject’s overall 
grade.


