
Bobcat Bulletin 
February—2016  

Message from the Principal  
Dear Aldie Families, 

I can’t believe that January is already gone. Blink, and you would have missed it. What a surprise to have an impromptu six-day winter break. I hope 
you all made the best of it. I hope that everyone is ready to strap back in for an awesome 2016. Follow us on Twitter @aldieelem and tweet us your 

pictures of the winter weather with the #aldieblizzard  

PBIS Updates 

Great start to 2016! We earned 143 Bobcats in January. Ms. Cierski’s second grade class earned the most Bobcats with 49. This is their second 
month winning! Students can earn Bobcats for instances of respecting self, respecting others, and respecting property. Congratulations to Ms. Cier-

ski’s class.  

Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT) 

During the period from February 1st through February 26th, second grade students in Loudoun County Public Schools will take the online Cognitive 
Abilities Test (CogAT), Form 7, Level 8. The CogAT measures general and specific cognitive skills that allow a student to learn new tasks or solve 
problems in the absence of direct instruction. Students’ reasoning abilities are measured by three different batteries, or groups of test items:  the Ver-
bal Battery, the Quantitative Battery, and the Non-Verbal Battery. Each battery is comprised of three subtests. Students will complete all nine sub-
tests, three per day, on consecutive school days. The daily test administration period is untimed, however each day’s administration period should not 

exceed 90 minutes. 

Because students cannot prepare for the CogAT, they will have the opportunity to become familiar with test items through practice activities.  Stu-
dents will become familiar with the online testing environment via practice questions administered before the first subtest.  Score reports will be sent 

home to parents/guardians no later than April 22nd. 

On-time Arrival to School and Absentees  

Thank you for all of your efforts with on-time arrival. This has improved tremendously since the beginning of the year. I will be sending out attendance 
letters again the week after report cards go home. As a general rule of thumb, a letter will go home if a student has missed 10 days or 10 percent of 

school so far this year. This is considered excessive absences.  

Free Family Science Night 

I am so excited about an opportunity that we have here at Aldie this month. Aldie will be hosting a free family science night. Aldie is teaming up with 
Banneker ES, Middleburg Community Charter School and the Children’s Science Center to make this evening possible. Here are a few of the exhibi-

tions that will be on display that night: 

 Castle Geometry: Math in 3D!  

 Aviation: Engineering and Flight 

 Losing Your Marbles: Energy Change 

If you have any interest in these topics or others, please come join us. This is not a drop off event.  

Regards, 

Robert L. Carter 
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Thursday, February 4th 

 Quarter 2 Ends 

Friday, February 5th 

 Student Holiday—Teacher Work Day 

Friday, February 12th 

 Report Cards Sent Home 

Monday, February 15th 

 No School—President’s Day 

Tuesday, February 16th 

 Free Family Science Night at Aldie 6:00-8:00pm 

Thursday, February 18th 

 Moveable Monday Schedule for Specials 

Friday, February 19th 

 PTA Sponsored: Talent Show/Chili Cook Off  

Monday, February 22nd 

 100th Day of School 

Wednesday, March 2nd 

 Dr. Seuss’ Birthday 

Thursday,  March 3rd 

 Reading Under the Stars—6:30-8:00pm 
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This month we will be working hard to  

prepare a winter musical on March 2nd!  

Music 

February in the Art Studio 1st grade will 
begin a lesson called "figuring myself 
out" involving figure drawing in proportion. 
Then a "scape" lesson on Landscape, Sea-
scape and City Scape.  2nd grade will be 
printmaking animals in their habitat.  3rd 
grade will also be printmaking a quilt of 
"favorite things". 4th grade will finish up the 
Repousse lesson and start a unit on 
clay.  5th grade is making furniture inspired 
by Aesop's fables and Modigliani style por-
traits.  

Art 

We have started Virginia Reader's Choice 
with all classes. Through February we will be 
reading all the nominated picture books. 
Looking forward to the big voting day! 

Library 

This month we will be doing fitness stations, 
nutrition games, and hockey with 1st and 
2nd grade. 

We will be doing fitness stations, nutrition 
games, mid-year fitness testing checkpoint, 
and hockey with 3rd-5th grades. 

P.E. 

Mark your calendars for Reading Under the 
Stars:  March 3rd, from 6:30-8 p.m.  More 
information to follow soon!  Hope to see you 
there! 

~Coach Cornely~ 

Reading Special-
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The WIDA ACCESS for ELLs is underway with 1st through 5th grades working on completing (or 
have completed) the Listening and Reading portions of the new online test.  Second and 3rd grades 
completed these portions on January 13, and the 4th and 5th graders will have hopefully completed 
them on January 22.  If weather interfered with the test administration on the 22nd the students 
will then take the test on January 27.  First grade students began training for these two sub-tests on 
the 20th and will have two more training sessions before their test date of January 27.  It is im-
portant that each student get a good night's sleep the evening before the test date and eat a hearty 
breakfast as the Listening and Reading portions can take up to 90 minutes with a short break in-
between each sub-test.  The Writing and Speaking sub-tests approximate the same time frame de-
pending on the Tier letter the student is taking.   
 
The student's level of success on these two sub-tests will determine which Tier they will take of both 
the Writing and Speaking sub-tests in February.  The tiers are labeled A, B, and C with Tier A being 
the least challenging and Tier C being the most challenging.  Students must pass all four sub-tests 
at the Tier C level to be able to progress in the ELL program to Monitor level.  Monitor students 
spend two more years on the ELL roster while the ELL teacher periodically examines their classroom 
academic performance on quizzes, tests, and projects as well as their SOL scores.  If all goes well 
those two years they are able to exit the ELL program completely.  However, if a Monitor student 
does not do well academically they may be re-entered into the ELL program as an active student. 
 
Kindergarten students take their ACCESS test one-on-one with the ELL teacher starting January 
25.  Each Kindergarten student will be tested in two sessions examining their use of the English lan-
guage in Speaking, Listening, Reading, and Writing.  The Kindergarten test is an adaptive test as is 
the online version for the other grade levels which means the more proficient a student is the longer 
the test will take as the test expands to additional topics within the sub-test.  
 
February training and testing sessions for the Writing and Speaking portions of the ACCESS for 
ELLs are scheduled to begin Monday, February 1st and continue through the end of Febru-
ary.  Makeup sessions will be the first two weeks of March as the testing window closes March 
18th.  The testing window will not be extended due to bad weather.  Calendar changes due to de-
lays in school openings or cancellations will be made during February and the first week of March as 
the need arises.  

A Moment With The School ELL Teacher…..  
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TRUSTWORTHINESS is a character trait that we try to instill in our Aldie students.  Trustwor-
thiness is being honest, telling the truth, keeping promises, and being loyal to others.  Trustwor-
thy people don’t lie, cheat or steal.  Trustworthy people show integrity and the moral courage to 
do the right thing and to stand up for their beliefs even when it is difficult to do so.   

 

Trustworthy people… 

are honest in their words and actions 

do what they say they will do 

do what they know is right, even when it is difficult 

are good friends 

have the courage to do the right thing 

 

How Can Aldie Parents Promote Trustworthiness? 

 

Teach children the importance of trustworthiness by word and example.  Ask yourself “what 
message am I sending?”  Avoid dishonesty, especially in front of your child:  (“A child’s 
ticket, please, he is only 11”). Never ask your child to lie for you: (“Tell grandma that I’m 
in the shower”). 

 

Encourage honesty even when it may cause your child to get into trouble.  Praise efforts to be 
honest and point out good examples whenever you see them.  Express disappointment for 
dishonesty. 

 

Keep your commitments, be on time, and do what you say you will do, especially when your 
child is involved. 

 

Teach children that they need the courage to say “no” when friends ask them to do some-
thing that seems wrong.  Explain that it is disloyal to ask a friend to be untrustworthy. 

A Moment With The School Counselor…..  
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Phoenix Gradebook 

On February 12th, the report card feature in ParentVUE will be enabled.  

Your screen will look like the image below.. Questions, please contact Miss Daddio at Stephanie.daddio@lcps.org.  
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