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This curriculum document for 3rd Grade Social Science is organized to help teachers plan and carry out their instruction conceptually, so 
that children begin to see patterns and connections among and between ideas and points of information. There are four units in the 
curriculum. Each unit’s learning outcomes or objectives are listed first (with SOL connections in red), followed by a conceptual mind 
map connecting the content. Following the mind map in each unit is a more linear and traditional textual outline with specific points of 
content that students must learn in Grade 3. Each section of the unit outline is framed by an important conceptual question that serves as 
a foundation for the teaching and learning of that section. Each section of the unit outline also contains pacing recommendations in blue. 
All essential questions appear in italics. 
 
We hope teachers find that the 3rd Grade concepts contained and explained in this document serve as a productive mental framework for 
students and for themselves. This instructional layout and approach offers cognitive structures that are essential to the solid 
comprehension of our curriculum content. 
 
 
 

 
Children in Mali 
 



Grade 3 Social Science Unit I: Community, Citizenship, Government 
SOLs 3.10, 3.11, 3.12 

 
 

     
                                              

 
At the end of this unit, students will be able to: 

1. List and explain at least two reasons why countries and classrooms have laws, rules, and government. (3.10a,b,c) 
2. Explain how a republic such as ours works to protect rights and secure human equality. (3.11a) 
3. Explain how people can contribute to our republic by citing historical examples or role models, and by 

suggesting social actions all citizens can take every day. (3.11b,c,d) 
4. Explain what “diversity’ means when we talk about the people in our republic, and how our form of a republic 

can unify diverse groups of people. (3.12) 
 



UNIT I: GOVERNMENT 

 



I. WHY DO WE HAVE IT? (2 WEEKS) – GOVERNMENT= A GROUP OF PEOPLE WHO MAKE RULES AND LAWS, CARRY OUT RULES AND 
LAWS, AND DECIDE IF RULES AND LAWS HAVE BEEN BROKEN.  WHY HAVE GOVERNMENT?  

A. WHAT DO RULES DO FOR US?  RULES ARE GUIDING IDEAS THAT TELL PEOPLE WHAT THEY MUST OR MUST NOT DO. 

1. Government Makes Laws; laws are important rules written and carried out by the government. 

Laws Protect Rights 

In order to have a community—which is a place where people live, work, and play—people need a set of rules they accept so that the 
community can function—so people can get along together, and peoples’ rights and property can be protected. 

We have governments and rules in all types of communities: U.S. national level, Virginia state level, Loudoun local level, and even at our 
school and in our classroom. 

II. REPUBLIC AS A REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY  (4 WEEKS)– WHAT DETERMINES WHETHER A COUNTRY IS A 
REPUBLIC? A DEMOCRACY? HOW CAN THE PEOPLE WHO LIVE IN A COUNTRY HELP IT BE EITHER ONE? 

A. BASIC RIGHTS, EQUALITY 
1. Life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness are rights that people are born with and that cannot be taken away. This idea is from our 

Declaration of Independence. 
2. Equality under the law means that all people are treated fairly. 

B. CONTRIBUTORS TO OUR REPUBLIC—MANY AMERICAN CITIZENS HAVE WORKED TO DEFEND THE BASIC PRINCIPLES THAT 
FORM THE FOUNDATION OF OUR REPUBLICAN FORM OF GOVERNMENT. 

1. Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln, Parks, Marshall, King, Chavez 
a. George Washington was the first president of our new nation. He worked under the new republican form of government, and helped 

put our basic principles into practice for the new nation. 
b. Thomas Jefferson was born in Virginia. He was the 3rd President of the United States, wrote the Declaration of Independence, and 

helped develop our country—for example with the Louisiana Purchase. 
c. Abraham Lincoln was the U.S. President when the country was divided over the issue of freedom for all people (slavery). He helped 

free African American people who were being forced to serve as slaves. 
d. Rosa Parks was an African American woman who refused to give up her seat on a public bus—as was required by law many years 

ago. She helped to bring about changes in laws and worked so that all people would have equal rights. 
e. Thurgood Marshall was a lawyer who defended people at a time when not all people had equal rights. He was the first African 

American justice (judge) on the U.S. Supreme Court. 
f. Martin Luther King, Jr. was an African American minister who worked for equal rights for all people. He helped bring about 

changes in laws through peaceful public action. 
g. Cesar Chavez was a Mexican American labor/union leader who worked to improve conditions for farm workers in the U.S. 



2. We Honor other Contributors 
a.  Memorial Day: This is a day for the recognition of, and respect for, Americans who died in wars while they were serving the country. 

It is observed in May. 
b. Veterans' Day: This is a day for the recognition of, and respect for, Americans who served in the military. It is observed in November. 

3. How can YOU Contribute? 
a. Volunteer to help your neighborhood or school 
b. Get involved in community projects 
c. Share your cultural ideas and heritage with neighbors, friends and community 
d. When you get older, serve in the Peace Corps or military, or serve as a government official 
e. When you turn 18, VOTE! 

C. BELIEF IN OUR DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC (REVIEW DEFINITION), AND CONTRIBUTIONS TO IT BRING US TOGETHER 

1. Diversity 
a. The American People come from different ethnic origins and different countries, but are united as Americans by the basic principles 

of a republican form of government, including especially individual rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; and equality 
under the law. 

b. The benefits of diversity include: Learning from people with different ideas and experiences; culturally enriching characteristics such 
as music, art, food, and clothing. 

 

 



Grade 3 Social Science Unit II: THE MECHANICS OF GEOGRAPHY 
SOLs 3.4a, 3.5a, b, c, e, 3.6 

 
 

     
 
 
 
 
At the end of this unit, students will be able to: 

1. Use the 4 hemispheric divisions of our planet to locate the oceans and continents on a globe, and explain to others 
how to find these features using hemispheric divisions. (3.5a,b) 

2. Read and construct a simple map, a chart, and a graph. (3.6) 
3. Describe to others how location and physical features help determine what we call the “geography” of a place—a 

country, state, or city. (3.6) 
4. Use a simple number—letter grid system to locate at least 7 specific countries on a map. (3.4a, 3.5c,e) 

 



UNIT II: THE MECHANICS OF GEOGRAPHY 

 
 
 
 
 



III. HEMISPHERES = HALF OF A SPHERE (GLOBE) CREATED BY THE PRIME MERIDIAN OR THE 
EQUATOR (1 WEEK) 

Question: What are the structures or guides we make in order to communicate a location on our planet? 
 

A. Equator= An imaginary line around the middle of the Earth that divides the globe into the northern and southern hemispheres. 
B. Prime Meridian= An imaginary line that divides the globe into the eastern and western hemispheres. 
C. The equator and the prime meridian are used to create the Northern, Southern, Eastern, and Western Hemispheres. 

IV.  OCEANS AND CONTINENTS (1 WEEK) 

Question: What defines a region, an ocean, or a continent? 
 

A. Regions= Places that have common characteristics. 
B. The physical shapes of the continents (North America, South America, Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia, Antarctica) and the positions of the 

five oceans (Arctic, Atlantic, Indian, Pacific, and Southern) may be identified on a world map. 

V.  READ AND CONSTRUCT MAPS, CHARTS, AND GRAPHS (2 WEEKS) 

Question: How do we design and use guides and markings on a map to communicate the location of something? 
 

A. Maps, tables, graphs, charts, and pictures are visual aids used to gather, display, and classify geographic information. 
1. Make and explain bar and pie graphs. 
2. Draw maps of familiar objects or areas. 
3. Construct and explain simple charts. 

B. Parts of a Map: Map title, Map legend, Compass rose. 
C. Maps may include a compass rose with intermediate directions of northeast, southeast, northwest, and southwest. 

VI.  "LOCATION" (2 WEEKS) 

Question: If we know where something is located on a map, how does that help us know where it is in real life? 
 
A. “Location” = where something is—at a certain spot on our planet, in our country, or in our classroom. Location at a certain spot on a globe 
represents location at a certain spot on our planet.  
 
B. Use a simple number-letter grid system. 



1. The letter (left) and the number (bottom) are coordinates of a grid system, and they identify the approximate location of a place. 

1. 2. Use a grid system to find Greece, Rome, Mali, Spain, England, France, United States 
a. Ancient Greece and Rome were located on land near the Mediterranean Sea. The empire of Mali was located in the Western region 
of the continent of Africa.  
b. England, Spain, and France are located on the continent of Europe. The United States is located on the continent of North America. 

 

 



Grade 3 Social Science Unit III: GEOGRAPHY AND ITS EFFECTS 
SOLs 3.2, 3.4b, c, 3.7, 3.8, 3.9 

 
 

     
 
At the end of this unit, students will be able to: 

1. Describe at least three ways in which geography can affect the way people live in a specific place. (3.2; 3.4b,c) 
2. Describe an area’s economy by explaining or drawing the different types of resources of that area. (3.7) 
3. Explain or draw how the needs and resources of three specific places drive residents of those places to specialize 

and make economic choices. (3.8; 3.9) 
4. Describe or draw at least two ways in which a community’s geography and/or economy can affect or create 

aspects of its culture. (3.2; 3.4c; 3.7) 
 



UNIT III: GEOGRAPHY AND ITS EFFECTS 

 
 



I. ECONOMY: HOW PEOPLE IN A CERTAIN PLACE MEET THEIR NEEDS 

Question: How does the geographic location of a community affect the way they live, the things they make, and the choices they have to make? 

A. NATURAL RESOURCES: THE LAND AND SURROUNDINGS OF GREECE, ROME, MALI (6 WEEKS) 

 Natural Resources: Materials that come from nature, such as water, soil, wood, coal. 
 Producers: People who use resources to make goods and/or provide services. 
 Goods: Things that people make or use to satisfy needs and wants. 
 Services: Activities that satisfy people’s needs and wants. 

 Mali: Near natural sources of Salt and Gold. Salt is an important nutrient, and was used to preserve food. Gold is a precious, rare metal. Although 
desert-like, Mali was near rivers for water and transportation.  

 Greece: Near Mediterranean Sea, so Greeks could trade and fish; had limited rich soil on islands, mountains, and hills.  
 Rome: Next to a river, with many hills, limited rich soil, many different types of trees. 
 

1. 1. Human Resources: Using the Land; Human Resources are people working to produce goods and services. People use the land 
to make goods and     services. 

a. Greece –People (producers) farmed, built ships, made pottery, and traded to make a living. They farmed on hillsides, traded with other people on the 
Mediterranean. 

b. Rome –People (producers) farmed, built roads and ships, fished, made pottery, and traded to make a living. They farmed on hillsides, traded with 
other people on the Mediterranean.  

c. Mali -On trade routes across Mali, people traded Gold from the west for Salt from the areas near the Sahara Desert. Storytellers passed on traditions 
and information from generation to generation. People (producers) in Mali farmed, mined, and traded to make a living. 

2.  Capital Resources: Altering the Land; Capital Resources are goods made by people and used to produce other goods and services 
(e.g. machines, tools, buildings). 

a. Greece –Small, independent communities developed because of the many peninsulas, islands, and mountains that created natural barriers. Ships were 
one of the Greek capital resources. 

b. Rome –Ships and roads were Roman Capital Resources, as was the great city of Rome itself. 

c. Mali – Kings created a rich and powerful empire that controlled trade in west Africa. Timbuktu was a large important city in Mali—with a large 
university containing many Greek and Roman books. 

B. SPECIALIZATION (2 WEEKS) 
1. Occurs when people focus on the production of selected kinds of goods and services; people and regions often specialize in the production of certain 

goods and services. 
2. Specialization encourages trade because people want goods and services that they do not have—and people benefit from this trade. 



3. What did Greece, Rome, and Mali have as their “specializations”? Ships, roads, hillside farming, fishing, gold, salt. Why were these their 
“specializations”? 

C. CHOICES (2 WEEKS) 
1. Economic choice: Making decisions about how to meet needs or wants. 
2. Opportunity Cost: When a person gives up a need or a choice in order to meet another need or want. 
3. Economic decision-making requires comparing both the opportunity cost and the monetary cost of choices and their benefits. 

 
CHOICES CHOICES MADE CHOICES GIVEN UP (opportunity cost) 
Ice cream or popcorn Ice cream Popcorn 
Toy or favorite video Favorite video Toy 
Spend now or save for the future Spend now Save for the future 
 
 4. Connection: An 8-year-old in Rome received two gold coins as a gift from his uncle who went on a trading journey to Timbuktu. His mother lets him 
keep one coin, but with the other sends him to the market to get a new water jug. Instead, he buys freshly caught fish for dinner. What is his opportunity cost? 

 



Grade 3 Social Science Unit IV: THE IMPACT OF HISTORY 
SOLs 3.1, 3.3, 3.5d 

 
 

     
                                                                                                         

 
At the end of this unit, students will be able to: 

1. Define a historical “contribution,” and give at least 4 examples of contributions that ancient Greece and Rome 
have given to our world today. (3.1) 

2. Explain why three specific countries of Europe explored the Americas, and how their explorations of specific 
regions affect us still today. (3.3a,b; 3.5d) 

3. List and explain at least two positive and at least two negative results of European exploration of the Americas. 
(3.3b) 

4. Show through explanation or artwork how historical events or people from the past can have both good effects 
(make “contributions”) and bad effects (harmful result). (3.1, 3.3b) 

 



UNIT IV: THE IMPACT OF HISTORY 

 
 



I. CONTRIBUTIONS: THE ACT OF GIVING, OR DOING SOMETHING THAT HELPS SOMEONE OTHER THAN 
YOURSELF (4 WEEKS) 

Question: What are some creations of people in earlier times that have helped us live today? How have these creations helped? 

A. ROME – A REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY OR REPUBLIC 

1. Republic (as a representative democracy) =A government in which people vote for (elect) a smaller group of citizens to make the 
rules and laws for everyone. 

2. Art and Architecture -The Colosseum and aqueducts (arches); mosaics, sculpture, and paintings displayed in and on buildings. 

B. GREECE – BIRTHPLACE OF DEMOCRACY (GOVERNMENT BY THE PEOPLE); A DIRECT DEMOCRACY 

1. Democracy = A government in which people vote to make their own rules and laws. 

2. Olympics – Olympic games of today are modeled after the games of ancient Greece. 

3. Art and Architecture – The Parthenon (columns); mosaics, sculpture, and paintings displayed in and on buildings. 
 
*The Government of the United States is based on the democratic and republican ideas developed in ancient Greece and Rome. 
*The architects of ancient Greece and Rome used columns and arches in the construction of their buildings. Ancient examples still exist today. 

II. MIXED EFFECTS--THE HELPFUL AND THE HARMFUL: EUROPEAN EXPLORATION - Explorer= A person who 
travels seeking new discoveries; European=a person from one of the countries in Europe (5Weeks) 

Question: What were the reasons for European exploration of America? How might these reasons have affected the results of exploration in positive and 
negative ways? 



A. COUNTRIES FOR WHICH PEOPLE EXPLORED (“SPONSOR’)      

B. REASONS FOR EXPLORATION       

C. REGIONS EXPLORED—FIND THESE ON A MAP, AND SHOW OTHERS WHERE THEY ARE. 
1. San Salvador is in the general area of the Bahamas 
2. St. Augustine is in northern Florida 
3. Quebec is in eastern Canada 
4. Jamestown is in tidewater Virginia 

D. IMPACT OF EXPLORATION (RESULTS FOR EXPLORING COUNTRIES—“SUCCESSES OR ACHIEVEMENTS”) 

 

E. IMPACT ON THE PEOPLE IN EXPLORED LANDS 

1. Deadly diseases were introduced 

2. Exploration led to European settlements, which led to the relocation of American Indians from their homelands.  


