
 

 

December News from Mrs. Laybourne’s Class 

Absences in December  
 If you know your child will be missing school due to your 

family traveling in December, please let me know as soon as 

possible. I am trying to plan tests and other assessments 

before the break.  
 

Social Studies 
Our American Indian test will be Friday, December 6

th
. 

 

Science 
After we finish American Indians, we will be studying 

Magnets.  

Important vocabulary includes: 

magnet   magnetite  lodestone (natural magnet) 

north pole    south pole  attract  repel 

electromagnet  magnetic field  

steel, iron, cobalt, nickel 
 

Math 
We are working probability until winter break then we will be 
working on mastering double-digit addition and subtraction.  
Probability (the chance of an event occurring) includes 
vocabulary such as certain, impossible, most likely, equally 
likely, least likely. 
We are also continuing to take our leveled, timed math fact tests.   
On the report card, I weigh the Friday facts tests given later in the 
quarter more heavily than the previous months of the quarter. A 
child must consistently demonstrate a passing score in order to 
earn an M or an E. 
 

Word Study: We will be continuing to study 

features specific to each word study group. In January, I 
will reassess the children and reassign groups according 
to the features mastered by the children and those that 
need to be learned. 
 

 

 

 

  

        We are very busy learning! 

  

When is the 

snow coming? 

 

      Robin.Laybourne@loudoun.k12.va.us  

      Second Grade  

Leesburg  E lementary  School  

            571.252.2860  

Book order 
The December book order 
is going out on Tuesday.  
Our book order will be 
due on the 9th. 
I am hoping the December 
order will arrive before 
winter break, but it may 
not. 
You may also order 
online. Our class 
activation code is  
GRZPF. Thanks! 

 

We are 
celebrating six 

December 
birthdays! 

  

Jonathan’s  
is on the 7th 

     

Katerin’s  
is on the 8th 

   

Melanie’s  
is on the 15th  

 

Turner’s  
is on the 16th  

   

Hayes’ 
is on the 25th  

    

and 
Mrs. Laybourne’s 

is on the 30th! 
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 Reading and Writing: The four reading groups are reading both fiction and non-

fiction books during this month. During our American Indian unit, I had been reading aloud 
Indian legends.  Please encourage your child to read books from a variety of genres (not all 
fiction or non-fiction). Books recorded on the reading homework log should be “practice 
reading books” that are new to your child and at their instructional reading or an 
independent level close to instructional. In writing, we will be creating “how-to” and 
biographical non-fiction stories. 
  

Wintery weather means warm clothes (coats) are needed 

Please remind your child to dress appropriately for the weather. We will go outside for 
recess if it is not raining or too cold so children need to wear coats to school each day. It is 
almost always windy on the playground. A hat and gloves are also a good idea on chilly 
days. The heat in our classroom (and the building) can be inconsistent, especially on 
Mondays and after breaks when the heat has been turned down or on very windy days. 
Please have your child dress in layers (or bring a sweatshirt or sweater) so he or she will be 
warm enough. 
 

Winter Holiday Party    Our winter holiday party will be on Friday, December 20th at  

                                                   10:30 am. More information will be coming soon!  
  
 

READING ROCKETS TIPS  www.ReadingRockets.org 
Find ways to read, write, and tell stories together with your child. Always applaud your young reader and beginning 
story writer! The tips below offer some fun ways you can help your child become a happy and confident reader. Try a 
new tip each week. See what works best for your child. 

 Tell family tales. 
Children love to hear stories about their family. Talk about a funny thing that happened when you were young. 

 Create a writing toolbox. 
Fill a box with drawing and writing materials. Find opportunities for your child to write, such as the shopping list, thank you notes, or 
birthday cards. 

 One more time with feeling. 
When your child has sounded out an unfamiliar word, have him or her re-read that sentence. 
Often kids are so busy figuring out a word they lose the meaning of what they’ve just read. 

 Invite an author to class. 
Ask an author to talk to your child’s class about the writing process. Young children often think they aren’t smart enough if they can’t sit 
down and write a perfect story on the first try. 

 Create a book together. 
Fold pieces of paper in half and staple them to make a book. Ask your child to write sentences on each page and add his or her own 
illustrations. 

 Do storytelling on the go. 
Take turns adding to a story the two of you make up while riding in a car or bus. Try making the story funny or spooky. 

 Point out the relationship between words. 
Explain how related words have similar spellings and meanings. Show how a word like knowledge, for example, relates to a word like 
know. 

 Use a writing checklist. 
Have your child create a writing checklist with reminders such as, “Do all of my sentences start with a capital? Yes/No.” 

 Quick, quick. 
Use new words your child has learned in lively flash card or computer drills. Sometimes these help kids automatically recognize and read 
words, especially those that are used frequently. 

 


