
 

 

 

 

 

  

Horizon Elementary 
April 2014  

Comet Courier 
APRIL EVENTS 

Mon Mar 31 
Student Holiday / Teacher Planning 
Day 

Tue Apr 1 
7:45am 5th Grade FT 
Maryland Science Center 

Wed Apr 2 
9am 3rd Grade FT-Rust Sanctuary 

Sat Apr 5 
6pm-8pm PTA Fundraiser at 
Loudoun Gymnastics 

Tues Apr 8 
Kindergarten Registration begins 

Wed Apr 9 
Report Cards Sent Home 

9:10am, 1:40pm, 6:30pm 
4th/5th Gr. Chorus Performance 

4pm Sweet Frog-PTA Spirit Night 

Mon Apr 14 - Fri Apr 18 
NO SCHOOL / Spring Break 

Mon Apr 21 
Classes Resume 
4th Gr. FT-Harpers Ferry 

Tues Apr 22 
10:30am Volunteer Luncheon 

Wed Apr 23 
PTA Spirit Day-Papa Johns 

 

Horizon Elementary School 
46665 Broadmore Drive • Sterling, VA 20165 • Telephone 571.434.3260 • Fax 703.444.7418 

Absentee Line 571.434.3261 
Absentee Email hrzabsentee@lcps.org 

Horizon Elementary School website: www.lcps.org/horizon 
Principal:  Mrs. Jennifer Ewing  Bookkeeper:  Mrs. Jeanne Becker 

Assistant Principal:  Mr. Chris Painter Attendance Secretary:  Mrs. Violet Sowa-Badders 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Greetings Comets!  March has definitely been an interesting month with the 
weather having three additional snow days, two days with delays, and a couple 
of spring like days.  I know I am ready for consistent spring like weather.   

Even though we only had two full weeks of school in March, it was a busy month 
with the following activities:  Dominion Cluster Fine Arts Night; Horizon Science 
Fair; PTA Jungle Bingo; 2nd Grade Musical, “It’s a Jungle Out There”; and the 
March Comet Cruise.  Friday, March 28th marked the end of the third grading 
period.   Report cards will go home on April 9th. 

Spring break is just around the corner April 14 – 18.  Classes for students resume 
on Monday, April 21st.   

As we prepare for the weather to warm up, please be reminded that clothing 
worn by students should be appropriate and modest.  Spaghetti-strapped 
shirts/blouses and flip flops are a couple of examples of inappropriate attire.  
Please review the Dress Code Guidelines which can be found on p. 10 in the 3rd – 
5th Agenda books, the Student Handbook, and p.4 of the April Comet Courier.  
All students have physical education and/or recess each day.  Wearing 
inappropriate footwear can lead to injury and/or non-participation in physical 
education classes.  We need your help in monitoring the clothing choices that your 
children make each day.  Parents/guardians may be contacted in the event a 
student needs to change inappropriate attire.        

During the month of May, we will begin the student placement process for next 
year’s classes.  We invite you, our parents, to share information about your child 
or family that we do not have access to at school that you believe would impact 
your child’s educational placement.  Should you choose this option, please send 
me a letter; I respectfully request that you send it on or before Friday, May 9.  
Your letter should not request a specific teacher.  It is impossible to grant those 
requests and I know that it can be disappointing when your child is not placed 
with the teacher that you request.  Please do not approach your child’s current 
teacher to ask who he/she thinks would be the best teacher for your child.  That 
could potentially be an uncomfortable situation for both the parent and/or 
teacher.    Please be assured that a great deal of thought and consideration goes 
into placing children into classes at Horizon and we do our best to make the 
correct placement choices.   

Please have a safe and relaxing spring break.  We look forward to a fantastic 
fourth quarter! 

Sincerely,   Jennifer Ewing 

 



 

  

SOL Testing Grades 3-5  

The remaining Standards of Learning tests for grades 3 through 5 will occur from May 12th – June 6th.  Below is a calendar 
of dates each class will take the SOL test.  Parents, please stay tuned for additional information highlighting the specific 
test subject that will be administered to your child on these dates. 

Test sessions will begin promptly at 8:15 am.  Therefore, it is very important that your child is at school on time for each 
test session.   If your child is tardy on the day of a test he/she will not be allowed to enter the classroom until all testing is 
completed and will take a make-up exam on another day.  On the day your child will be testing, it is beneficial if your 
child has had a good night’s rest and has eaten a healthy breakfast.  I can’t wait to see all those tremendous scores!   
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  MUSIC NOTES 
MR. TODD GRIVETTI 
MR. JOHN RUSSELL 

Mark your calendars; the Horizon Chorus will perform on Wednesday, April 9th at 9:10 AM, 1:40 PM & 6:30 PM. 

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION BEGINS APRIL 8, 2014  
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

If you would like a Kindergarten registration packet, please complete the registration request form found on the Horizon 
website, www.lcps.org/horizon.  The link can be found on the right side of the page, “Request Registration Package Here”, 
or contact Violet Sowa-Badders at 571-434-3260. 

ART 
MS. HILARY QUINN 

Spring…fingers crossed! 

The highlight of March was the Dominion Cluster Show (Arts Festival).  We had about 100 pieces of artwork and over 60 
families showed up!  It was a great night and I really enjoyed meeting everyone who attended.  Our next two exhibitions 
are not until May.  I’ll update you on those as they get closer. 

What’s scheduled for the next month or so: 
5th Grade:  a) Painting an art object – drawing, painting, cutting  

b) Cupcake collage – bas relief sculpture, folding, cutting, design  
c) Silk painting 

4th Grade: a) Clay – coil pot 
b) Copper – figures/patterns in copper metal 

                     c) Paper sculpture – based on the work of Frank Stella 
  d) Wire sculpture – based on the work of Frank Stella 
  e) Owl – drawing, design  

3rd Grade: a) Story Fish – drawing, design 
b) Dandelion – color, space, balance 
c) Canyons – perspective drawing/colored pencils 
d) Geometric drawing – group project – geometric/organic shapes 

2nd Grade:  a) Jelly fish – kinetic sculpture 
b) Weaving – cows 
c) Fish – design, paper folding 

1st Grade a) Clay – frogs 
  b) Weaving – alligators 
  c) Painting – hermit crabs 
  d) Under the sea – pointillism based on Seurat 

I would love to have some volunteers who enjoy cutting, making templates, laminating, etc.   Please contact me if you 
would like to help with some of the prep work.  (It helps if you are a “precise” person when it comes to cutting and 
laminating.)   And, as always, thank you for all your support of the art program.  It’s a joy to work with each of your 
students. 
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DRESS CODE 
The primary responsibility for the proper dress and grooming of students rests with the parent or guardian of each student.  
The school has the responsibility; however, to see that the cleanliness, dress, and grooming of students does not present a 
danger to the health or safety of themselves or fellow classmates.  Clothing must be in good taste, of a comfortable fit 
and follow school standards. Students should dress for the “business of school.”   Inappropriate attire consists of any 
clothing that disrupts the learning environment because it is distracting or offensive. 

• Clothing students should refrain from wearing to school: 
 Short/tight skirts, shorts and/or dresses (must be at least fingertip length) 
 halter or spaghetti string tops without a shirt/sweater over it 
 mid-drift tops that expose the stomach area 
 excessively baggy shorts or pants 
 mesh/see-through athletic shirts without a T-shirt underneath 
 clothing that displays inappropriate language, artwork, symbols, alcohol/drug messages 
 a bandana and/or hat while at school 
 Heelies and/or shoes with wheels 
 Shoes must be worn at all times  

Children must wear sneakers/athletic shoes with solid, rubber soles for all physical education classes. 
Parents will be called if their child arrives to school dressed inappropriately.  It may be necessary for a change of clothing to 
be brought to school for the child. 

 

Copied from Horizon ES Student Handbook: 
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Horizon Elementary PTA News 

       

Co-Presidents 
Joanne Canellos & Gail Godek 
president@horizonpta.org 

VP Education 
Ginni Arcuri  
srvp@horizonpta.org 

Treasure 
Meredith Pilaro 
treasurer@horizonpta.org 

Recording Secretary 
Christy Sharn 
recsecy@horizonpta.org 

Corresponding Secretary 
Teresa Demangos 
corrsecy@horizonpta.org 

Co-VPs, Staff Relations 
Laura Chaale & Ellen Wesoky 
staffrel@horizonpta.org 

 

Co-VPs, Membership & Directory 
Kelli Evers & Laura Wolok 
membership@horizonpta.org 
directory@horizonpta.org 

Co-VPs, Social 
Amye Love & Kristen Sirois 
social@horizonpta.org 

VP, After-School Enrichment 
Programs (ASEP) 
Karen Cerniglia 
asep@horizonpta.org 

Co-VPs, Fundraising 
Jeannie Willoughby & Missy Kingora 
fundraising@horizonpta.org 

VP, Spirit Sales 
Debbie Mulhearn 
spiritsales@horizonpta.org 

Volunteer Coordinator 
Kristi Chillot 
volunteer@horizonpta.org 

“Horizon Elementary School and PTA” 

www.horizonpta.org 

If you have not done so already, 
please consider joining our PTA.  The 
PTA sponsors many social and 
educational activities to enrich your 
child’s experience at Horizon 
Elementary.  You can view the many 
activities and volunteer opportunities 
on the PTA portion of our webpage: 
www.lcps.org/Horizon. 

CLUSTER REQUEST: SUPPORT TEAM LCPS! 
Please come out on Thursday, April 3rd 4 p.m. to 9 p.m. to the Velocity Five Spirit Night to support Team LCPS* and 
the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.  This will be the last time to come support LCPS teachers, parents and staff and wish 
them luck before their race on April 27th.  See attached flyer for details. 

*Team LCPS = Seneca Ridge MS teachers & staff / half marathon runners, who will participate in the Women's Half 
Marathon in DC as part of the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society's Team in Training.  To find out more about the LCPS Team 
in Training group visit http://pages.teamintraining.org/nca/nikewhlf14/LCPS 

Fundraiser/Spirit Event:  OPEN GYM at LOUDOUN GYMNASTICS on Saturday, April 5th from 6:00 – 8:00 pm.  This will 
be a "drop off," so make dinner plans now!  Space is limited, first 100 kids only.  $10 first child, $18 for 2 children and 
$25 for 3 children!   

We are asking for you to bring food donations for our Back Pack Buddy Program on this special night.  

 What food to bring?   
- Shelf Milk (i.e. Horizon) - Fruit Cups - Juice Boxes - Shelf Stable Puddings - Chef Boyardee 
- Breakfast Cereal / Oatmeal - Tuna/Chicken/Canned Meat - Granola Bars - Mac & Cheese 
- Snacks - Popcorn, Fruit Snacks, etc. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES   *** UPCOMING EVENTS! ***  
Staff Appreciation Week is coming up! (May 5 – May 9). We are looking for volunteers to help make this week extra 
special for our wonderful staff.  If you are interested in helping out please contact Ellen or Laura at ewesoky@gmail.com 
or lchaale@hotmail.com. 

The Horizon PTA is looking for 5 volunteers for the Loudoun Gymnastics Spring Fundraiser on Saturday April 5 from 
6:00PM - 8:00PM. Volunteers are needed during the event to assist the gym staff keep an eye out on the kids during the 
event. Please sign up below if you are interested in volunteering for this 
event.  http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0C4BACAA29A20-loudoun 
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The Word Masters Challenge is a national competition for students in grades 3–8 that encourages growth in vocabulary 
and verbal reasoning. Over 4,200 school teams participate from 50 states.  

Word Masters is unlike other language-arts contests that emphasize grammar and punctuation. This competition addresses 
higher level word comprehension and logical abilities that help students learn to think both analytically and 
metaphorically. 

There are three Meets per year during December, February and April. The students pick up the appropriate grade level 
word list (3rd, 4th or 5th) three weeks prior to the challenge and start preparing. The challenge/test is to solve analogies 
based on relationships among the words they have learned from the list provided. The students are given 20 minutes to 
complete the challenge. 

All students may participate but only the scores of the top ten students count officially. The sum of these scores will 
represent Horizon’s team score and will be submitted to Word Masters. 

For more information contact Amy Sandridge at amysandridge@yahoo.com. 

The next WordMaster Challenge will be on April 23rd.   

 
 
POETRY MASTERS 
Each month a selection of poems are available for 
grades 1-5.  Any child who wishes to participate will 
memorize a selected poem for their grade category and 
recite the poem to the Poetry coordinator and/or parent 
volunteer.   Congratulations to the following students who 
successfully memorized and recited the March poem to 
Mr. Raye: 

Divya Lobo  Tess Durham  
Lillian Loftin  Jasmine Hus   
Julia Hus   Megan James  
Roshni Lobo  Mihir Ganguli 
Grace Meehan  Ryan Kidwell 
Miya Kruse  Sophie Guilfoyle 
Drew Woodall  Chloe Marion 
Calian Flatla  Cady Litteral 
Edward Christopher Vincent Arcuri 

April poems will be available in the office on Friday, 
April 4th and recitation will be on Friday, April 25th. 
  

 

We are on the web! 

www.lcps.org/horizon 

Food Donation Needed for Backpack Buddies Program 
Horizon Elementary is supporting this program and will be 
collecting donations on a monthly basis to help supply our 
partnership with LINK. In the school office we will have a box 
available and we will continually donate to this cause. 

The following food items are requested: 
Shelf Milk (i.e. Horizon) Juice Boxes 

 Chef Boyardee  Tuna/Chicken/Canned Meat 
 Mac & Cheese  Soup/Ramen 
 Fruit Cups   Shelf Stable Puddings 
 Breakfast Cereal/Oatmeal 
 Granola Bars  Snacks - Popcorn, Fruit Snacks 

PARENT INFORMATION MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (PIMS) 
The Parent Information Management System (PIMS) is an 
online tool that provides a convenient way for the primary 
parent/guardian of a student to manage changes to the 
phone and/or email information for the contacts in their 
child’s record.  When using PIMS you can review, at your 
convenience, the current contact information that exists for 
your child.  If you need to update the current 
phone/email/emergency contact information, you can easily 
submit the update request online. 

 To access the PIM system, visit the LCPS Internet site, 
www.lcps.org.   

 Click on the PIM link on the right side under “Quick Links”. 
 Once the request has been submitted, your child’s  school 

will review the request before accepting. 
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The Loudoun County School Board adopted the calendar for the 2014-2015 school year at its 
Tuesday, November 12th, meeting. 

It should be noted that Loudoun County Public Schools (LCPS) cannot open before Labor Day 
in 2014 under state law. 

Following is the adopted 2014-2015 school calendar: 

September 1: Holiday (Labor Day) 
September 2: First Day of School 

October 13: Holiday (Columbus Day) 
October 31: End of the Grading Period 

November 3-4: Student Holidays (Planning/Records/Conference Days) 
November 26-28: Holiday (Thanksgiving Break) 

December 22-January 2: Winter Break (Classes Resume January 5) 
January 19: Holiday (Martin Luther King Jr. Day) 

January 23: End of Grading Period 

January 26: Moveable Student Holiday *(Planning/Records/Conference Day) 
February 16: Holiday (Presidents’ Day) 

March 27: End of Grading Period 

March 30-April 3: Holiday (Spring Break) 
April 6: Student Holiday (Planning/Records/Conference Day) 

May 25: Holiday (Memorial Day) 
June 16: Last Day of School/End of Grading Period 

 

*NOTE: Parents with childcare or other weekday scheduling concerns – The date of the Moveable 
Planning/Records/Conference Day between first and second semesters may change if the school calendar must 
be changed due to school closings for inclement weather or other emergencies. 
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Objetivos y Actividades 
• Asegurar la abogacía en nombre de los temas minoritarios dentro de la Comunidad de LCPS. 
• Promover la participación de los padres 
• Desarrollar un proceso para facilitar la resolución de las preocupaciones de los padres  
• Fomentar un aumento en el personal y voluntarios de minoría en la escuela para: 

Reforzar los esfuerzos para conseguir un conocimiento cultural y sensibilidad cultural  
Proveer modelos ejemplares y asistir a los estudiantes minoritarios en el desarrollo de su auto-estima. 
Diseminar información acerca de los temas de interés, oportunidades educacionales, estrategias y 
apoyo de datos 

• Participar y presentar en foros para fomentar el conocimiento y sensibilidad y proveer la información 
necesaria para los padres y el personal 

• Facilitar la colaboración con las organizaciones locales y nacionales y los recursos de la comunidad 
• Asesorar a la Junta Escolar del Condado de Loudoun acerca de los temas que afectan al éxito 

minoritario  
• Facilitar la comunicación entre la comunidad y las Escuelas Públicas del Condado de Loudoun 
• Apoyar las metas y actividades de la Junta Escolar para el éxito minoritario dentro del sistema escolar 

y en las escuelas participantes según se necesite 
• Revisar la información de los resultados de la exámenes anualmente y hacer recomendaciones  
• Entregar un informe anual a la Junta Escolar del Condado de Loudoun 

Para averiguar acerca de cómo servir en su escuela como Delegado o Delegado Alternativo por favor 
contáctese con la Organización de Padres o el Director  

 
The Minority Student Achievement Advisory Committee (MSAAC) is dedicated to work in partnership with the 
Loudoun County Public Schools (LCPS), parents and community to further the academic, social and cultural 
development of every student and to ensure that the needs of all minority students are met.  

MSAAC supports School Board and staff initiatives, and parent efforts to ensure that our school community 
becomes culturally competent, providing the corner stone to ensure fair and equitable instruction to all LCPS 
students. 
We encourage the development of school cultures where every minority student is afforded the opportunity to 
achieve his or her full potential, feels welcome and is recognized as an integral member of the student body. 

All meetings are held at the Loudoun County Public School Administration Building in the School Board Meeting 
Room.  

For questions, please contact the Outreach office directly at (571) 252-1460. 

More information can be found on the school system website at www.lcps.org under the “Parents” tab, and then 
select Minority Student Achievement Advisory. Visit http://lcps.org/Page/109186 for meeting dates. 
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 OFFICE REMINDERS 
The school day begins promptly at 7:50 AM.  Students MUST be in their classrooms at 7:50 AM, arriving after 
that time results in an UNEXCUSED tardy, unless a doctors note is provided.  Students coming in after 7:50 AM 
must be escorted into the building, by an adult.  School dismisses at 2:35 PM.  Parents picking up students prior to 
dismissal are required to sign them out in the main office.  All visitors to the building should begin their visit in the 
main office.  Once in the office, you may sign in using the computer located on the front counter.  Any forgotten 
items should be brought to the office.  This will cut down on interruptions to the class. 

ABSENTEE/TARDY 
Please email the Horizon absentee email at hrzabsentee@lcps.org, or call the absentee line at 571-434-3261 
to report the absence or late to school information for your child. 

AFTER SCHOOL PLAN 
Anytime your child has a change in his/her after school plan, please send a note in with your child in the morning.  
The office cannot redirect children after school on the basis of a phone call.  If an emergency necessitates a 
change during the day, you may fax the instructions to us at 703-444-7418. 

LOST AND FOUND 
Horizon Elementary has areas designated for lost 
items such as lunch boxes, and clothing.  Students 
that misplace their belongings can check in the Lost 
and Found that is located outside the music room.  
Items of value or importance such as glasses, 
jewelry, and keys are kept in the front office.  If 
your child has lost an item, please encourage them 
to check in the Lost and Found or with the office 
secretary.  Items that go unclaimed will be donated 
at the end of each quarter to a local charity. 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN (SIP) 
The Horizon staff is dedicated to improving our 
strategies for increasing student achievement and in 
closing the achievement gap.  A formal School 
Improvement Plan is developed by staff, with parent 
input.  If parents are interested in participating in this 
process please contact Jennifer Ewing at 571-434-
3260.  The plan is reviewed and revised throughout 
the year according to the results achieved.   

The 2013-2014 SIP can be found on the Horizon 
website at http://www.lcps.org/domain/7051. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
If, due to a disability, you need assistance to 
enable you to participate meaningfully in any of 
our school programs, please contact Mrs. Ewing, 
Principal at 571.434.3260 at least five working 
days prior to the activity. 

HORIZON NOW ON FACEBOOK & TWITTER! 

Visit Horizon's new Facebook page to keep up to date on school events and happenings! Check us out 
at: facebook.com/HRZSterling and be sure to Like our page to get your updates. 

We are also on Twitter. Click the links below our calendar to follow us!  

https://www.facebook.com/HRZSterling   https://twitter.com/HorizonElem 

SCHOOL BOARD REPRESENTATIVES 
Debbie Rose, Algonkian District - debbie.rose@lcps.org. 
You can also follow her on Facebook, 
"Debbie Rose- School Board"  

Brenda Sheridan, Sterling District - 
brenda.sheridan@lcps.org  

Tom Reed, At Large - thomas.reed@lcps.org 
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