
The Cool Spring Times 

THE PRINCIPAL’S PEN 

As we prepare to conclude the first nine weeks of the school 
year and the weather finally seems to have turned over to the 
pleasant fall season, it is a reminder for us that fall confer-
ences will be getting underway. The fall conference is an op-
portunity for both parents and teachers to discuss how stu-
dents are settling in to the new school year and how they are 
performing academically and socially. The conferences will 
cover students’ strengths, areas for growth and some early 
assessment information. Please note that for the first mark-
ing period, the report card comments will be a summary of 
the fall conference topics. If you have not yet signed up for a 
fall conference, your student’s teacher will be in contact with 
you. 

This fall, we are also excited to share that Cool Spring is once 
again a Digitally Certified School through Common Sense 
Media. Common Sense Media supports students, teachers, 
parents and schools in helping students develop digital litera-
cy skills and use digital tools in a safe and appropriate man-
ner. Some additional information is included with this news-
letter. 

Finally, all families will be receiving a pink Impact Aid card 
on November 3. Public schools send these cards yearly as a 
requirement associated with PL 81-874, as there are some 
federal funds associated with this law.  LCPS would like to 
receive any permissible federal funds. We ask that all families 
complete and return the cards on Friday, November 4 if pos-
sible.  

 

AMERICAN EDUCATION WEEK 

We are looking forward to American Education Week, to be 
held November 14-18. This a nice opportunity to come in and 
participate with students in some learning activities, or allow 
our students to showcase their work! Our grade level visita-
tions are scheduled as follows:  

Mon. Nov. 14— Fourth Grade  1:30PM 

Tues. Nov. 15—First Grade 8:30AM 

Wed. Nov. 16—Preschool 10-11AM and Fifth Grade 12:30PM 

Thurs. Nov. 17— Second Grade 8:15AM 

Fri. Nov. 18—Kindergarten 9:30AM/1:15PM and Third Grade 
12:30PM 

NOVEMBER, 2016 

 

3rd  

 PEP Meeting 6:30PM 

Impact Aid Cards Sent Home 

 

4th  

Impact  Aid Cards Due 

End of First Nine Weeks 

 

7th—8th 

Teacher Workdays: No School 

 

9th  

PTA Meeting 3PM 

Character Day: Wear Green for Responsibility 

 

11th 

Grade 4 Veterans Day Program  8:30AM  
(all veterans  and active duty military invited) 

 

14th  - 18th 

American Education Week 

 

16th 

Report Cards/Progress Reports Go Home 

Gr. 4-5 Chat ‘n Chew 

 

17th 

PTA Spirit Night– Buffalo Wild Wings 

 

21st 

Make Up Pictures (Lifetouch) 

 

23rd—27th 

Thanksgiving Holiday 



Stay Connected with Penguin news and highlights  @CoolSpring_ES  

Our Kindergarten students have been learning about community helpers and how 
they support everyone in our community. During this unit, classes have read books 
about community helpers, discussed their jobs and how they are important within 
our community.  Students have had the opportunity to connect with local commu-
nity helpers who  came to visit  and share a bit about what they do within our com-
munity.  Students were able to ask our community helper experts some questions 
too! These connections with local professionals included visits from the police and 
fire department and parents who hold jobs in a variety of career fields.  The kinder-
garten students have talked about a community job they would like to have and 
worked on a web organizer with their parents or school staff to note some key ideas 
about the job. The students are working in class to create posters with a picture 
representation of their chosen community job and ideas  related to the job, such as 
what the job does and why it is important. The students will be dressing up as their  
chosen community helper and sharing their learning about community helpers 
with other classes to help them learn about  the many jobs within our community.  

 

 

MUSICAL NOTES 

ONE TO THE WORLD MOMENT 

In Music, our fourth grade will 
be performing their Veterans 
Day Program on Fri-
day, November 11th at 8:30 am. 
Friends, families  and active 
military or veterans are encour-
aged to attend. Also, our first-
grade students will be perform-
ing their musical, "The First 
Thanksgiving," on Tuesday, No-
vember 15th at 8:30 am. On 
November 16th at 12:30 pm, 
our fifth grade students will be 
presenting their Scary Story 

projects, having composed a 
musical score to go along with 
their original stories and pic-
tures they created. Fifth grade 
parents are encouraged to at-
tend.  The Scary Story project 
based learning experience has 
been a great interdisciplinary 
collaboration.  
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THE LIBRARY CORNER  

Chat ‘n Chew has officially begun. 
Your child received his/her book last 
month. Our first meeting is scheduled 
for Nov 16th. Please have your child 
complete the book by his/her meeting 
date. Students then pack or buy lunch 
and come to the library with their 
Chat ‘n Chew book.  We will discuss 
the books while we eat. Even if your 
child has not finished his/her book, 
they are still welcome to come to the 
meeting. Children will be given a new 
book to read for the next month at the end of the meeting. This 
information can also be found on the Cool Spring website on the 
Library page. 

Our Book Fair will be the week of November 29 to De-
cember 3.  Please plan to stop by and do some shopping. The 
proceeds from the book fair help to support the library program. 
More information will come home soon. If you’d  like to work the 
book fair, send Mrs. Fauber an email at Donna.Fauber@lcps.org . 
We will be in need of volunteers Tuesday-Saturday, and some help 
with closing the fair down on Dec. 3 

Remember, if you have extra time and would like to help out in 

the library with shelving books, we would appreciate your help. 

 

FROM THE ART DEPARTMENT 

In the month of November, look for art work from each student 
in fourth grade covering the main hallways.  They have  created 
original art work dedicated to our US veterans  in conjunction 
with the fourth grade Veterans Day Assembly on November 11th.  
Look forward to being inspired and feel-
ing truly patriotic!  Also, the Art depart-
ment continues to collect the below 
items:       

      -2 liter soda bottles (rinsed out) 

     -Tissue boxes (empty) 

     -Toilet paper/paper towel  rolls  

     -Men's button-up dress shirts 

If you have any of these items  around the house and can donate 
them, that would be great! Thank you in advance for your sup-
port! 

A NOTE FROM THE  
COUNSELOR 

The counseling department 
of Cool Spring is happy to 
welcome our newest staff 
member! Mrs. Melissa  
Roberts will join Mrs. Smith 
every Tuesday for the rest of 
the year. Mrs. Roberts has 
been a counselor in 
Loudoun County for ten 
years and is very excited to 
meet our wonderful stu-
dents and staff.  

November’s character trait 
is RESPONSIBILITY.  
Lessons will center on this 
topic and our character  
color day is Wednesday,  
November 9th. Students and 
staff are encouraged to wear 
Green that day.  
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PE NEWS 

As the holiday season is just around the corner, please mark your calendars for PTA’s 
Saturday with Santa on Saturday, December 3 from 9AM-1PM.  There will be a light con-
tinental breakfast, craft activities and the Scholastic Book Fair will be open. The event 
will also feature a number of local vendors staged in the multipurpose room, perfect for 
some adult shopping, and a special ‘Secret Shop’ for the students to do some gift buying 
of their own. Of course,  Santa will be here to visit and have pictures taken with the kids!
Please look for more information coming home soon. If you would like to help with the 
event, please email the PTA at coolspringpta@gmail.com.  

During PE, students will be working on the 
overhand throw and circuit training!  We 
will be using different manipulatives while 
throwing and also playing lots of fun and 
challenging activities that highlight the skill.  
The content that we will be covering includes 
the five components of fitness and the  
skeletal system.    

Running club is still going strong and will 
continue to be outside for as long as the 
weather allows. Students are reminded that 
they must have breakfast before Running 
Club and dress appropriately for the  
weather. We hope to continue to see many 
students at Running Club-it’s a great way to 
start the day and encourages physical  
fitness.  Also, as American Education Week 
is around the corner, families are welcome to 
visit your student’s PE class, or anytime  
during the year! 

A quick reminder:  Please have your  
students wear tennis shoes on their P.E. 
days.  Shoes such as sandals, crocs, open 
toed and dress shoes are not safe to wear 
during Physical Education classes.  

If you have any question regarding the  
Physical Education Program please visit our 
webpage or you may contact Mrs. Blakeney 
and Mr. Nowak at 571-252-2890      

SATURDAY WITH SANTA 
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TECHNOLOGY AWARENESS  
PARENT PRESENTATION 

A Collaboration of Loudoun County Public Schools and  

the Loudoun County Sheriff’s Office 

  

Thursday, November 17, 2016 

7:00 to 8:30 PM 

J.L. Simpson Middle School Auditorium 

490 Evergreen Mill Rd, S.E. 

Leesburg, VA 20176 

 

Technology Safety: What Parents Need to Know is an in depth look at the modern 
hazards that are associated with children’s use of technology and the internet. During 
this 1.5 hour class the Adult Only audience will get a straight forward and graphic look 
at the dark world behind the technology. The audience will also learn about the hazards 
that are faced each day by the youth who have made these devices a “most have” part 
of their daily lives. This class will provide the audience advice on talking with their children 
about the dangers.  Specific topics covered in this class will include Internet Based 
Technology Trends, Personal Security, Legal Issues, New Technology, Gaming Trends, 
Crossover Technology, Influence and Recruitment via Technology, Predator Behavior and 
Techniques, Image Sharing Precautions, Local Stats and Cases, and findings from last 
year’s youth based initiative, Technology Safety for Teens. 
 
The class will be taught by Sergeant James Spurlock, supervisor the Loudoun County 
Sheriff’s Office, Crime Prevention and Juvenile Resource Unit. Sergeant Spurlock, a 
twenty-six year veteran law enforcement officer, has spent more than 15 years 
specializing in crime prevention topics. His expertise has led to him accepting invitations 
to teach at such places as the FBI, CIA, Department of Homeland Security, National 
Reconnaissance Office, and the United States Institute for Peace. He has authored 
numerous articles both here and abroad on various law enforcement subjects and has 
been featured by numerous news organizations across the country. Most recently 
Sergeant Spurlock was featured on Fox and Friends where he spoke about youth and 
technology related crime trends.  



FAMILY TIP SHEET COOL SPRING ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

Cool Spring is proud to once again be A Common Sense Certified School.  A certified school is dedicated to teaching 
digital citizenship to young people using Common Sense Education materials. Certified Schools work with students in 
any grade, from kindergarten through 12th.   Below is a sample of what can be found on the Common Sense web site.  
Please take time to look over this handout and discuss with your child as you see fit.  Please visit:  
www.commonsensemedia.org for more information and resources. 
 

Common Sense on Talking Safely Online 

 

What’s the Issue? 

Kids love connecting with others online. Most young people talk online only with their friends and family. But as a parent, you might be 

concerned that a stranger with bad intent (predator) could contact your child. 

Predatory behavior is when people contact your child on the internet (mostly through instant messaging, chat rooms, or social 

networking sites) and attempt to “groom” your child for a relationship. These people try to win children’s trust by hiding their true 

identities. They may try to get kids into creepy or dangerous situations by pretending to have similar interests, giving them 

compliments, and letting them talk about anything they want. They typically tell children to keep the friendship secret, and they may 

even threaten kids if they tell anybody. As the relationship develops, the predator may send pictures, ask a child to send them 

pictures, and then ask to meet face to face.  

Why Does It Matter? 

Teaching your child to be alert about how predators groom their targets is crucial to keeping your child safe. With very small kids, it is 

best if you are present when they are online. At this age, you may choose to block your kids from talking online, or create strict rules 

for them to follow about who they can talk to. For older elementary school children, you may choose to give them more freedom after 

first discussing how to stay safe online. 

common sense says 
Discuss responsible online behavior. Establish rules for appropriate instant messaging and chatting online, and explain that you’re using 

those rules because you care about their safety. You may want to involve an older sibling who can model good online behavior and can 

stay involved in their younger siblings’ online lives. 

Establish rules for who’s okay to talk to. Online talk should generally be with people your children know, like family and friends. 

Set boundaries for what topics are okay to discuss. Kids shouldn’t answer questions online that make them feel uncomfortable. They 

also shouldn’t talk about adult topics with strangers. 

Make sure your child feels safe telling a trusted adult. If something creepy or inappropriate happens online, kids need to know they won’t 

get in trouble if they tell an adult they trust. Also, avoid banning them from the computer. Kids are less likely to tell parents when they 

experience a problem on the computer if they think as a result they won’t be allowed to use it. 

Remind your kids not to give strangers private information. Kids should never give out their name, address, school, phone number, 

email, pictures, or anything that could identify who they are. 

Block, ignore, or leave. Most kids know to brush off unwanted contact. Encourage this behavior. 

Look for warning signs. Does your child seem withdrawn, emotionally distant, spend endless hours online, or seem to be hiding 

something? The kids who get sucked into inappropriate online relationships often show warning signs. They might be hiding an 

online relationship they don’t want you to know about. If you think this might be happening, ask your child about it! 

TALKING SAFELY ONLINE / TIP SHEET / DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP / REV DATE 2016 www.commonsense.org/educators  |  CREATIVE COMMONS: ATTRIBUTION-

NONCOMMERCIAL-SHAREALIKE   
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