
Catoctin PTA General Meeting  
Catoctin Elementary School Cafeteria 

Tuesday October 8, 2013, 6:00 pm 

In Attendance 
Sarah Bauer, Tiffany Hawkins, Becky Weber, Gloria George, Jenn Boyd, Ann Senger, Holly Rhodes, Andrew Heironimus, Mario 
Hernandez, Martha Cruz, Bernarda Martinez, Maria Hernandez, Emy Hernandez, Maria Modriquez, Mirna Echeverria, Rosa Diaz, 
Liliana Rivera, Felipe Ramirez, Jose Perez, Cathy Brown, Guadalupe Martinez, Jessica Bukowinski, Lourdes Hernandez, Candida 
Montoya.   

Welcome and Introductions  
Jennifer Boyd began the meeting by welcoming those in attendance.   
 
Minutes: 
Meeting minutes from August were reviewed; motion to approve by Holly Rhodes, second by Ann Senger; motion passed.   
 
Principal’s Report: 
Mrs. Rueckert was unable to be present, so Mr. Heironimus provided the Principal’s report.  He first welcomed those attending with the 
PEP (parents as educational partners) Adult ELL program. He recognized  Ms. Baker as being  instrumental in keeping that program 
running.   

His first new item to report was the 2 new staff workers at Catoctin.  Pat Walsh has joined us as a cafeteria monitor and 4th grade has a 
new grade level assistant Lara Zamora.  Lara Zamora is a licensed teacher in FL, and a current long term sub.   

He provided an overview of what is happening this month at Catoctin. Grades 1-5 are finishing DRA testing; 4th grade Jamestown in- 
house fieldtrip; next week 1st grade trip to the National Zoo; 4th grade going to Oatlands;  AIMS will happen on the 15th and 16th for first 
and second grade;  Quarter ends on 11/1; November 4th and 5th are student holidays, teachers will be holding conferences during those 
days.  He also gave a brief overview of the PBIS program at the school.  He explained that PBIS is recognizing a ‘cardinal of the week’ 
students are earning ‘cardinal cash’ and once a week teachers are drawing a ticket for a ‘cardinal of the week’  the goal is not to have a 
reward or trinket for good behavior, but to have the students feel good about the behavior.  They are using colors for behavior in the 
cafeteria in the same way they are used in the classroom.  

He finished his report by addressing the concerns he has heard raised from parents regarding the issue of Responsive Instruction.  He 
recognized that communication with parents on this issue has caused some confusion.  It is the expectation that all classes will have 
extension, core, and remedial instruction during ‘power-up’ time.  The activities will be similar through grade level.  Every grade plans 
as a team, and every team has an uninterrupted hour each week to do this planning.  The letters that went home to parents this year 
were different than in years past in that they did not identify students who would be given “extension” learning opportunities.  He spent 
some time giving an overview about how the school used the universal screening tool to identify in which group students would be 
placed.  He spoke about the reading fluency score and described the definition of reading fluency.  He explained that it describes more 
than just reading speed.  Students who are identified as needing extension instruction would be provided this instruction by their 
classroom teacher even though they were identified on the letters that went home as being in the ‘core’ instruction category.  He 
explained that in years past Catoctin has had more staff to provide intervention to those above and below the benchmark using a “pull 
out model.”  Due to staffing cuts, pull out is only available for students requiring intense remedial intervention.  Extension groups are 
receiving intervention above the benchmark, but are receiving it in the classroom with those students in the core.  Also, he explained 
that classroom teachers have the best information about how to provide extension work for their students.   Mr. Heironomus 
acknowledged that the school did a poor job of communicating this information and these changes to parents.  He apologized for the 
confusion and is confident in the ability of the teachers to meet the needs of all learners in the classroom.   

Treasurer’s Report: 
Ann Senger noted that spiritwear is off to a good start, PTA memberships are already above where they ended last year.  At the ice 
cream social we served over 500 bowls of ice cream this year, and donations were up 20%.   

Fundraising Coordinator Report:   
Anneliese Gadell was unable to attend the meeting but sent her report via email.  She noted that donations for My Child’s Consignment 
were being collected.  She announced spirit night dates at  Monkey Joes on October 11 and Chick-fil-A on 10/21.   
 
 
Volunteer Report 

https://plus.google.com/u/0/100596273419414376349?prsrc=4


Jessica Bukowinski is working on a volunteer handbook.  AIMS is coming up, and we are still looking for volunteers next Tuesday and 
Wednesday.  Harvest Festival is happening at the end of the month.  It is a wonderful family festival and  there is a great need for 
volunteers and for people to donate.  Volunteers are asked to wear an Orange T-shirt for the night.  Veterans day is on 11/11.  Anyone 
interested in volunteering for that event should keep an eye out for information that will come home soon.   
 
Liason Reports: 
See reports posted on the Catoctin PTA webpage from the following groups:   
L.E.A.P. 
S.E.A.C.   
M.S.A.A.C. 
 
Old Business  
Harvest Fest Update:  There is a flyer ready for approval.  There have been a few logistical changes from last year.  Games this year 
will be in pod 3; There will be a ‘sponsor wall’ and we are asking for donations for businesses or families for the PTA.  Next week there 
will be a meeting Thursday at 7pm to keep planning this fun event for the school.   
 
Report from Volunteer Coffee:   Approximately 30 people attended this event to learn more about all of the volunteer opportunities at 
the school.  Special thanks to Toll Brothers for donating refreshments for this event.   
 
New Business  
Approval of the budget:   The treasurer, Ann Senger, began the budget approval process by outlining the criteria that the current 
board used to determine the levels of funding that events and items would receive.  For each event and item, the board considered the 
educational value, the impact that it would have on the students and the community, and the number of students the program or item 
would  reach.  We were not able to fund every request made of the PTA at this time, and this criteria helped us to make our decisions.  
 
She also addressed the issue of the budget reserve.  We currently keep approximately $16,000 in reserve.  We do this in accordance 
with the recommendations of the Virginia PTA.   In exchange for keeping this money on hand, we remain ‘in good standing’ with the  
PTA and we are able to keep our 501c-3 status.  We are expected to keep one-half to one year’s average annual expenditures.  
Questions were asked and answered about digital camera, afterschool programs, IXL math, music program, Reading team and 
replacement books, AIMS and DARE t-shirts.   
 
Ann made a motion to approve the budget.  Jessica B. seconded.  The budget passed.   
 
Spiritwear : Becky Weber provided the update that a new order has been placed, hopefully we will get the shipment before harvest 
fest and will be able to sell spiritwear that evening.   
 
Small group parent volunteers committee: Cathy Brown addressed the group on this issue.  She explained that because of the large 
4th and 5th grade class sizes, parents were concerned about the added burden this would place on the teachers to carry out small group 
instruction.  Mrs. Brown wanted to organize parents to see if we could coordinate our efforts to address this area of need.  She met with 
Mrs. O’Kane to see how best to organize these efforts.  Based on this meeting and further consideration, Holly Rhodes and Cathy 
Brown will sit down with the 4th and 5th grade teams to get more details about how they can help.  They are anticipating that Mon-Fri 8-
8:30 for power-up might be a time of great need.  Once Mrs. Brown better understands teacher concerns she will report those needs 
back to the committee.   
 
Loudoun Education Association:  There is a meeting scheduled for this Thursday, 10/10.  Holly Rhodes shared that this group will 
be meeting to discuss and address the budget cuts a way to make voices heard in what is happening.  This Thursday representatives 
from a number Loudoun county PTAs will meet.  This meeting is an attempt to coordinate efforts to ensure adequate school funding.  
Holly Rhodes, Cathy Brown and Sue Cowan are planning to attend on behalf of parents at Catoctin Elementary school.     
 
 
Afterschool Programs:  Flyers went home in Tuesday folders.  Flyers translated into Spanish should go home soon.  The programs 
are scheduled to begin on 10/22 and run for 6 weeks.  We are in good shape for volunteers for this activity.  Questions were raised 
about the cost of the programs and a request was made by Ann Senger that in the future the PTA treasurer be consulted before 
approving a new fee schedule.   
 
 
Upcoming events  



October 7-10 My Child’s Closet donations drop off  
October 11 Monkey Joe’s Spirit Night  
October 15 Enrollment forms due for Afterschool Programs  
October 17 Harvest Fest planning meeting  
October 21 Chick-Fil-A restaurant night  
October 22 Afterschool Programs start  
October 25 Harvest Fest  
November 11 Veteran’s Day Assembly  
November 12 PTA Meeting  
 
Discussion: 6:50 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:07 pm.   


