
Message From The Principal 

10/2: Parent Portal Opens; 
Interims 
 
10/3: Bus Evacuation Drill; 
FUTURA BTSN @ Frederick 
Douglas ES, 6:30p 
 
10/8:  5th Gr. FT to Camp 
Highroad; PTA meeting, 
6pm, Cafeteria 
 
10/9:  Loudoun Education  
Alliance of Parents (LEAP)  
7pm Admin Bldg.  
 
10/14:  Columbus Day  
(Holiday) 
 
10/15:  Follow Monday 
Schedule; Special Education 
Advisory Committee (SEAC)  
7pm Admin Bldg. 
 
10/16:  Minority Student 
Achievement Advisory Com-
mittee (MSAAC) 
7pm Admin Bldg.  
 
10/17: 1st Gr. FT to Nat’l 
Zoo 
 
10/22: 4th Gr. FT to Oat-
lands Plantation 
 
10/24:   Loudoun Education 
Foundation  
(LEF) 
8pm Admin Bldg.  
 
10/25:  Spirit Day; Harvest 
Festival, 6p-8p 
 
11/1: End of Q1 
 
11/4-11/5: Student Holi-
day/Teacher Workdays 
 
11/11: Veteran’s Day Pro-
gram 
 
11/13: Report Card Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Catoctin Courier J e n n i f e r  R u e c k e r t ,  P r i n c i p a l  

j enni fer . ruecker t@lcps .org  

A n d r e w  H e i r o n i m u s ,  A s s i s t a n t  P r i n c i p a l  

andrew.he i ronimus@lcps .org  

Dear Families~ 

 

The new month brings the interim of the first quarter and the CLARITY Parent 

Portal opening where parents may choose to view the progress of their child/

children. Your child may receive an interim from the classroom teacher if he/she 

is not achieving the expected progress at this time, academically and/or behavior-

ally. Your cooperation in helping your child make that progress is greatly needed. 

I encourage you to schedule a conference with your child’s teacher should you 

receive an interim indicating that your child’s performance is below expectations 

at this time. Your partnership is critical in helping your child make the progress 

needed to be successful in school.  

 

School success is greatly influenced by a child’s attendance, as well. Your child 

must be in the classroom by the 7:50 a.m. bell. Otherwise, your child will be con-

sidered tardy. Assignments related to the classroom instruction begin as students 

are entering the school at 7:30 a.m. When your child arrives late, he/she is already 

beginning their instructional day behind. Excessive tardiness and unexcused ab-

sences will be referred to the Attendance Officer when not resolved at the school 

level. Thank you for ensuring that your child arrives to school on time! 

 

Thank you to everyone who supported the PTA’s Believe fundraising efforts. If 

you would prefer that every penny of your support go directly to school initiatives, 

you may make a tax deductible donation directly to the Catoctin PTA. We hope to 

fund tablets in the classrooms this year!  

 

Within this newsletter, we have enclosed an information sheet on the School Bond 

Referendum, which is coming up during the November 5th General Election. For 

more info on the upcoming election, go to www.loudoun.gov  

 

SAVE THE DATES: 

If you have a student in grades 3, 4, 5, please mark your calendars for the SOL testing this year. The 5 th 

grade Writing SOL will occur during the weeks of March 17-28. Classroom teachers will determine 

specific dates as scheduling for March gets closer. SOL testing for grades 3-5 in all non-writing sub-

jects will occur between May 12 through June 9th. Please schedule appointments outside of these test-

ing windows.  

 



Fitness Matters 
Mr. Shepard 
Mr. Harris 
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We are extremely excited to kick off another great year in Physical Education. We have 
started our first quarter and covered a lot of great things with your wonderful students. This month 
we will be covering Football skills, Virginia Wellness Testing, and soccer skills. We also are incor-
porating muscles. Once again, we are very excited and enthused about Physical Education.  
 

I feel humbled and honored to have the job I have. I love working with the students. I hope 
that they will bring some of the activities and knowledge of healthy practices home with them. If 
you have any questions/concerns or are interested in helping out at Field Day feel free to call or 
email. As always, thank you for all of your support, time, and effort. It is always appreciated! 
  
Will Shepard 
Physical Education Teacher  
Catoctin Cardinals 

Responsive Instruction (RI) 

We have just completed our Fall Universal Screening for Kindergarten through Fifth grades in 

Reading Fluency.    This year we added Universal Screening in Oral Counting and Number identifica-

tion for First Grade and Basic Addition and Subtraction Facts for Second Grade.    

Grade Level Data Teams met September 24th to discuss the results of the Fall screening and 

begin forming “Power UP” groups which will meet daily from 8-8:30am.  Power Up will begin Septem-

ber 30th. When determining our Power UP groups, we begin by analyzing the data provided by the 

Universal Screening for Reading Fluency.  Reading Fluency is defined as the ability to decode text 

with accuracy, automaticity, and prosody, the appropriate use of phrasing and expression to convey 

meaning.  © Copyright 2013 Reading Horizons.   This is just one component involved in reading.  This 

year Core and Extension groups will meet in their homeroom classrooms for time in their guided read-

ing groups as part of the “Reader’s Workshop” program.  Intervention groups in Math (1st & 2nd 

grades) and Reading (1st – 5th grades) will meet throughout the school for additional skills practice.    

 



Catoctin Cardinals are Respectful, Responsible and Ready 
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PBIS Kick-Off: Expect Respect! 



MUSIC—worthy News From Ms. Olejer  

Library Lines—Mrs. Robertson & Mrs. Moats 
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Welcome to the music room! The Standards of Learning for music education are varied and great.  Our 

students work on accomplishing these standards throughout the year through many activities. Here is 

what we are focusing on this month: Our composer of the month for October is Johann Sebastian Bach.  

All students will be learning about his life and music in music class, as well as listening to music com-

posed by him.  First grade working on comparing steady beat to rhythm and discovering musical oppo-

sites.  Second grade is continuing their exploration of musical opposites, focusing on fast/slow and high/

low.  Third grade is learning about dynamics, or how loud and soft music is being played. Fourth grade is 

experiencing world music drumming, as well as singing on pitch and identifying new tempos. Fifth grade 

is experiencing world music drumming and learning about many percussion instruments.  All grade levels 

will continue to learn about notes and rhythms, which they practice every day. We will all also be playing 

mallet instruments, such as xylophones, this month with various songs in all grade levels.  

 
~ Mrs. Olejer 

Welcome to the Library at Catoctin Elementary! We hope 
you’ve had a wonderful summer and read some great 
books together. 
 

 During September, all students will be working 
on browsing skills and learning to choose great 
reading materials. We also have a new online 
library system and our older students will begin 
to navigate their way around in that system to 
find titles and subjects that they’re interested in 
reading and learning. Younger students will be 
learning about book care, library responsibility, 
and sharing their favorite titles with one another. 

 

 Parents: Please encourage your children to 
keep their library books in a safe place at home 
where pets and “little ones” can’t get them. Also, 
check the library webpage for your child’s library 
day and help him/her to form a good habit of 
putting library books in the backpack on the 
evening before library day. Our loan period is 2 
weeks (not 1) and books are not overdue until 
that 2-week period has gone by. Thanks so 
much for your help! 

 

 Other library information can be found on the 
library page of Catoctin’s webpage. Click on 
Library and find the topics on the left side. 
There is also a link for e-mailing me with any 
questions or great ideas. 

 Kindergarten parents: You will receive infor-
mation about library procedures when your 
child comes to the library for the first time. Be 
watching for that in your child’s take-home 
folder. 

 

 ALL Parents: You are always welcome to stop by 
the library. Come and visit soon to see what’s 
going on in our library. 

 
Mrs. Robertson, Librarian 
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Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test  
All Loudoun County third grade students will take the Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test in October, 2013.  The test will be given to students in their 
regular classrooms during their usual SEARCH time.  In order to help you, as parents, better understand the NNAT2, here are some frequently 
asked questions.   
1. What does the NNAT2 measure? The Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test 2 assesses school learning ability without requiring a student to read, 
write or speak. Instead, students rely on reasoning and problem solving skills to complete the test items.  
Many people assume that intelligence is differentiated in two categories:  verbal and nonverbal. The distinction actually refers to the content of 
the items on an intelligence test, not to the type of thinking or intelligence  required. Verbal and nonverbal tests are two different ways of measur-
ing intellectual ability.  
 
Currently in Loudoun County Public Schools, the main purpose for administering the NNAT2 is to identify students for gifted services in the area 
of general intellectual ability. The NNAT2 results may also be used to screen general ability for students whose school performance may be hin-
dered by limited  English proficiency.  
 
2. Why the Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test (NNAT2)?  
The NNAT2 was chosen because it was nonverbal.   LCPS was looking for a way to identify gifted students who may not perform well on ability 
tests with a large number of verbal items, including students with limited English skills or learning difficulties.  
 
3. What types of questions are on the NNAT2?  
There are four categories of questions on the NNAT2:  

 Pattern completion: requires the student to complete a pattern by determining both general orientation and design details of the missing 

portion. 

 Reasoning by Analogy: requires the students to recognize a logical relationship between several geometric shapes 

 Serial Reasoning: requires the student to recognize sequence of shapes and changes in a sequence 

Spatial Visualization: the student must recognize how two or more designs would look when combined 
The geometric shapes and designs used for each test item are culture-free.   A sample test item from the NNAT2 is shown in the figure below 
(actual test items use blue, white and yellow because these colors are most easily perceived by those with color-impaired vision).          

 
 

 
4. Who will take the NNAT2?  
Currently, all third grade students in Loudoun County Public Schools take the NNAT2 in the fall of the school year.  The NNAT2 is available to 
students in grades K-12 for intellectual ability testing.  
 
5. How long is the test? 
The test has 48 items which must be completed in 30 minutes. 
 
6. How do I interpret the scoring report? 
Percentile ranks range from 1 to 99, and describe a student's test performance relative to other students of the same age in the national norma-
tive reference group. A student performing in the 95th percentile, for example, scored higher than 95% of the students at his/her age.  Ranks 
between the 25th and 75th percentile fall within the average range of normative expectations.  
 
7. If there is a significant discrepancy between a student’s performance on the NNAT2 and his/her achievement in the classroom, 
should I be concerned?  
Students may score well on the NNAT2 who do not demonstrate high levels of achievement in the classroom. The NNAT2 demonstrates that 
these students have the ability to succeed in school, though they may not have acquired the skills required to achieve at that high level. Alter-
nately, there are students who are very strong in the academic domain who may score poorly on the NNAT2.  
 
The NNAT2 helps us identify students who may not demonstrate their ability on more traditional tests of knowledge because of limited English 
proficiency, language or learning difficulties, or other factors that may hinder achievement. It should be kept in mind that the NNAT2 scores give 
only one piece of information about a student.  As with any assessment, some tests will identify the strengths of students more than other tests.  
 
8. How does the NNAT2 help my child qualify for Gifted Education services?  
The NNAT2 is one of the tests used by Loudoun County Public Schools to identify students in the area of general intellectual ability.  
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Counselor’s Corner — Mr. Lotz 
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We are off to a great start.  First through Fifth grade parents should have gotten their children’s 

first art grades in the Tuesday folder along with an explanation of how the grades were deter-

mined.   I will try and always send home the rubrics in the Tuesday folders.  Please don’t expect 

one every week, some lessons take more than 1 or 2 weeks.  

Please send in an old t-shirt or button down shirt for your first and/or second grader.  It will help 

keep them clean while we are creating masterpieces! 

The original works program is going to take place again this year.  Look for more information 

about the program to come home soon! 

Welcome to the Reading Nook! 

Congratulations to those 5 students who won a Kindle through our summer reading program raf-

fle.  It was so much fun making those phone calls to inform the parents that their child won one of 

the grand prizes! 

Everyone who participated did a wonderful job completing our challenge.  We were thrilled to 

have so many participants.  Be sure to check the wall outside the library where their names are 

posted.  Thank you to the parents and family members who supported their Cardinals as they 

worked through the summer. 

A huge thank you to the PTA for donating the Kindles.  We could not have done it without you 

and appreciate your support in encouraging reading over the summer. 

Keep on reading and letting us know about the great books that you discover, 

Christine Holzerland      Emily Sabetto 

Christine.Holzerland@lcps.org     Emily.Sabetto@lcps.org 

mailto:Christine.Holzerland@lcps.org
mailto:Emily.Sabetto@lcps.org


Students must be in their 

classrooms by 7:50 ready to 

learn. Otherwise, they will 

be marked “tardy.”  

Excessive tardies will be 

referred to the Attendance 

Officer.  
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Parents please check out  Parents Make a Difference  on the 
LCPS website.   
http://www.lcps.org/page/1599  
 
There’s some pretty exciting information.  Catch up on  what’s 
happening by reading the newsletter and see all the different ac-
tivities you can participate in.    
 

http://www.lcps.org/page/1599
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