
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Ashburn Inquirer   

October 4 
Picture Day 
Book Fair Family Night 5-7pm 
 
October 6 
Book Fair Extra Hours 3-5pm 
PTO “Block Party” @One Loudoun 
 
October 10 Columbus Day  
Holiday – no school 
 
October 11 Moveable Monday 
Monday schedule today 
 
October 12 
3pm PEP meeting 
 
October 14 
Author Visit 
 
October 19 
3pm PEP meeting 
 
October 21 
7:30am PTO meeting in lounge 
 
October 26 
3pm PEP meeting 
 
October 27 
8:00 am 3-5 Citizenship Ceremony 
 
October 28 
8:00 am K-2 Citizenship Ceremony 
6pm PTO Bingo Night 
 
October 31 
1:35pm Book Character Parade 
 

Ashburn Elementary School ▪ Home of the Golden Dolphins                                       Phone (571) 252-2350 
44062 Fincastle Dr.                 Fax (571) 223-2656 
Ashburn, VA  20147                   Attendance Line (571) 252-2351  
                                                                                                                                             October 6, 2016         
Mrs. Michelle Walthour – Principal                                                       Ms. Abby Sacco– Assistant Principal  
Ms. Joy Maloney – School Board Representative 

Welcome fall!  We have had a great start to the new school year and your children have 
settled nicely into their classroom and school routines.  Our staff continues to build 
relationships with our students and everyone is working hard towards meeting goals and 
expectations! 
 
Early Bird Reading Club is off to another great start!  Students who arrive between 
7:20 and 7:35 gather in the gym and read a good book until the bell rings.  Ask your child 
about how they can earn free books at Early Bird Reading.   Please help us to encourage 
your child to read by making sure that they always have a book upon their arrival at 
school.  Students must not be dropped off before 7:20 because there is no supervision.  
Parents dropping off students are asked to make sure students enter the building before 
leaving. 
 
We are a little more than half way through the first quarter and completing first 
quarter and our annual baseline assessment. Many parents signed up for their fall 
parent teacher conference while attending Back to School Night or sometime during the 
last few weeks.  If you have not done so already, please contact your child’s teacher 
about scheduling a conference.   
 
Ashburn Elementary School along with other elementary schools in the county are 
implementing a new reading program in all third through fifth grade classes.  The 
program is called Pathways 3-5, which is a continuation of the Pathways K-2 program 
that is used in the primary grades.  The 3-5 program is very different from what was used 
in the past.  The components are shared reading, read aloud, reading workshop, writing 
workshop and word study.  I am thrilled with the results other schools have seen with its 
implementation.  We will have an overview of the program in the coming months for 
parents sometime during the second quarter.  Information will be sent home closer to the 
date.   
 
Bring Your Own Technology (BYOT) will begin towards the end of October.  There will be 
a parent information session following the PTO morning meeting on October 21st at 
9:00am.  We launched BYOT last school year with our fifth grade students and will 
continue the program this year with our third through fifth grade students.  BYOT is part 
of our county’s One to the World learning initiative.  A flyer will be sent home to third, 
fourth and fifth grade students in next week’s Thursday folder. 
 
The Book Character Parade is coming this month!  The parade will be held on 
Monday, October 31 at 1:35 pm on the track.  We are asking students to wear costumes 
of their favorite book character, a historical character, or their creative costume from their 
own original story.  If they choose a costume without a book, they are asked to write a 
story about the character they are representing and give a brief presentation to their 
teacher.  Students are not allowed to bring any weapons or toy facsimiles and should 
avoid costumes representing violence or gore.  Students will march along the track as 
usual and parents are invited to dress up and join us in the parade if they so choose.  
This is a fun event and we are looking forward to it. 
 
Finally, our car line has been moving steadily during drop off and pick up, thank you for 
following the guidelines to speed up the process.  We look forward to a productive month 
ahead with ongoing communications between teachers, parents and administration. We 
appreciate your continued support in helping our school to excel and we believe that 
working together, we make a difference for all of our students. 
 
Warmly, 
 
Mrs. Michelle Walthour  
Principal 
 
 

What’s Happening? 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Horario de Campanas:  
 
Las clases empiezan a las  
7:50 am.  Las clases terminan a 
las  2:35 pm.  Por favor continué 
llamando  nuestra linea de 
teléfono (571) 252-2351 cuando 
su hijo/a este ausente.  Esto 
ayuda para la seguridad del 
estudiante.  Si el estudiante esta 
marcado como ausente por su 
maestro/a y los padres no han 
llamado para reportarlo ausente, 
nuestra secretaria va a llamar a 
su casa para ver que pasa con su 
hijo/a.  Puede dejar el mensaje 
en español.  

 
Bell Schedule: 
Instruction begins at 7:50 am.  
Classes end at 2:35 pm. 
Please continue to call our  
Absentee hotline number at 
(571) 252-2351 if your child will 
be absent. This helps us ensure 
the safety of our students.  If a 
student is marked absent by 
her/his teacher and the student’s 
parent has not called in to report 
the absence, our secretary will 
call home to check on your child.   
 

Persons who, due to disability, 
need assistance to be able to 
participate meaningfully in any 
Ashburn Elementary School 
activity should contact the 
principal at least 5 working 
days before the activity. 

Art News 
 

Happy October!  The creative juices are flowing in art class! 
We are in need of clean 2L soda bottles for a second grade art lesson.  
Donations can be dropped off in the art room.  
  
Also, if you are interested in being an art volunteer, please email me and I will 
send you a link to the Volunteer Sign-up. 
 
Thank you for supporting the art program at Ashburn Elementary! 

    
 Colleen Zachmann, Art Specialist  

 
 

 

PE News 
Fitness Testing 
Fitness testing will start for grades 3-5 during the week of October 3. Students 
will record their base line scores for each of the five tests we are administering. 
The five tests are sit and reach, push-up, curl-up, pacer, and a one mile run.  

Students will work on setting their attainable and realistic goals to work towards. 
Trials will take place in January and March with the final test taking place in May.  

How do I reach my goals?  

� Participate in PE class 

� Eat healthy  

� Get 8 hours of sleep each night  

� Get out and be active  

Mr. Husadzinovic & Mr. Lanham 

 



 
 

Library News 
 
We are the Champions! AGAIN!!! Last spring we challenged our Ashburn students to compete in the Scholastic 
Summer Reading Challenge and we placed first in the state of Virginia! 

We celebrated our momentous achievement on September 15 by hosting Steve Somers, The 
Amazing Teacher.  Mr. Somers not only wowed us with his magic tricks, but he reminded to be the 
heroes of our own stories and “Make Good Choices Every Day”  The library would like to thank the 
PTO for making this celebration possible. 
  
 
Library Magic continues in October with a Book Fair by Bookworm Central: 

 Book Fair After School Hours: 

o  October 4 from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

o  October 6 from 2:35 – 5:00 p.m. 

If you are interested in volunteering during our bookfair, please email Melissa.Larson@lcps.org . 
 
eBooks – 4th and 5th grade students learned how to access our school’s ebooks through Mackin Via. Download the free 
app to any device and students will be able to access library books 24 hours a day, 7 days a week! Students can log in by 
using their lunch numbers as their usernames and 4 digit birthday as the password. (ex. Oct. 1 birthday = 1001) 
Questions? Email Melissa.larson@lcps.org 
FOLLOW US! 
Ashburn Elementary Library @ashburneslibrary 

 
@ashburnreads 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Dear AES Families, 
     We are starting  a MakerSpace for Ashburn Elementary.  What is a 
MakerSpace?  A MakerSpace is an area students use to create a product based 
on an open ended objective.  Students are given a topic based on an area they 
are studying in class and then use their imagination and creativity to make a 
product that represents the topic.  The MakerSpace uses technology but is also 
stocked with arts and crafts types of supplies.  This is where we need your help.   
     If you happen to clean out any closets/garages, or go to yard sales or flea 
markets, can you keep your eyes open for the following items and donate them 
to our MakerSpace? 
LEGOS! LEGOS! LEGOS!  - These are wonderful educational tools and perfect 
for a MakerSpace!!!! 
 



Cardboard 
Construction Paper 
Nuts, Bolts and 
Washers 
Markers 
Feathers 
Pipe Cleaners 
Cork 
Fishing Line 
Paperclips 
Tinker Toys/ 
Lincoln Logs 
Storage bins (all 
sizes) 
Scrapbooking 
supplies 

String 
Shoeboxes 
Tissue Boxes 
Crayons 
Glitter 
Brads and Tacks 
Ribbon 
Paper Bags 
Wire 
Tape (Masking and 
Duct) 
Small 
hammers/pliers/tools 
Folding tables 

Yarn 
Paper Towel and Toilet Paper 
tubes 
Fabric 
Thread 
Low-Temp Glue Guns and glue 
Googly Eyes 
Craft Sticks and Wood 
Buttons 
Rubber Bands (Regular and 
Colored) 
Modeling Clay and Playdough 
Paper all sizes and types from 
note cards and post-it notes to 
rolls of butcher block paper 

 
     This list is just a start.  Anything that you can think of that could be used to 
create something new is of use to us.  Be as creative as your children!  So be on 
the lookout this summer and consider donating items to our MakerSpace.  Thank 
you to everyone who has already donated items.  We are off to a good start! 
With your help we hope to support an atmosphere of innovation, creativity and 
making for the students of AES! 
Mrs. Larson and Mr. Sandy 
 
 



 

September Citizens of the Month 
 

Kindergarten 
Reese James 
Damon Graham 
Reema Haddad 
Stefano Bako 
Logan Vu 
Togni Akinotcho 
Johanna Lizares 
Aaron Baldwin 

 

First Grade 
Matthew Visser 
Olivia Filoia 
Abigail Byer 
Morgan Buckler 
Keith Nolen 

Preston Greenhill 
Kevin Guevara Jovel 
Gavin Holtz 
Maya Pantall 
Milla Metsa 
Caitlin Kim 
Jaden Fernando 
Kyla Gates 
Thomas Eisert 
Maeve Vancik 
David Antonescu 
Sarah McCarthy 
Hunter Cavanaugh 

Second Grade 
Camryn Clemons 
Katie Dicarlo 
Liam Dearie 
Allisson Illesca Reyes 
Avery Edwards 
Adrian Tyler Kovach 
Amelie Lebar 
Aayan Ahmed 
Andrea Fonseca 
Parmleen Bath 
Elliotte Pepin 
Kaden Seaton 
Austin Wolak 
Cayleigh Disney-Smith 
Graisen Edwards 

 

Third Grade 
Macey Reid 
Melani Montalvan 
Rinay Kalluri 
Loren Koutsouftikis 
Henessey Salazar 
Nathan Smith 
Jaylen Hemingway 
Alicyn Kelly 
Eric Nguyen 
Manbir Gill 
Hannah Visser 
Genesis Gudiel Rosa 
Bryan Jenkins 
Ty Brandenburg 
Liliana Anderson 

 

 

 

 

 

Fourth Grade 
Monika Letz 
Christopher Guevara Jovel 
Isabella Rotaru 
Deklan Schnupp 
Megan McNally 
Jack Edwards 
Aidan Coy 
Shreya Sharma 
Melissa Hineman 
Brooke Nawrot 
Jovani Cruz-Lozano 
Jaylin Ventura 
Marvin Fekel 
Mia Barrios Agostini 
Bret Weatherford 
Emerson Harp 
Jaden Pancham 
Zach Adkins 

 

Fifth Grade 
Keith Betancourt 
Zion Reynolds 
Harper Weiss 
Jalaya Lopez 
Grace Harrison 
Chelsea Sucherman 
Caleb Holtz 
Jacob Hertzler 
Josephine Ellsworth 
Angad Farwah 
Mya Roberts 
Alexander McKeon 
Nicholas Krell 
Lucas Andino 
Sierra Bell 
Avery Reid 
Vy Tran 
Seban Pulickan 
Bryce Scott 
Hailey Piccirillo 



 

 

 
 

     For this Tech Corner, I want to share some information about LCPS Go! 

 

 
 

     LCPS GO is a new feature we have that is both a web portal to all the online programs we use at school and 

a way for students and teachers to access files saved at school when they are at home. 

     LCPS Go has a free app for both Android and Apple devices, or you can simply go to http://go.lcps.org 

Students sign into LCPS Go with their regular computer login they use at school.   Once they are signed in 

They will see a handful of apps on the screen.  Most of the apps on this screen have a key in the corner which 

means an additional login is required.  We don’t have accounts for many of these apps. But we do have access 

to all the apps in the Library Resources Section.  

     In LCPS GO, if an icon has smaller icons in it and a number, that means it is actually a folder and the 

number tells you how many apps are in that folder.   The library section of LCPS Go has 22 apps for students!  

   

 
 

     Back on the main page, the StudentVUE app will let students check out their grades.  Click on the app and 

they will automatically be signed into StudentVUE.  They can click on Grade Book in the left column then 

click on the subjects that are listed in the center of the screen to see their grades for each standard.  Click on the 

standards to see the grades for individual assignments.  

 
 

     At the bottom of the screen there are buttons for My Apps and My Files.  Students click on My Files to get 

the files they have saved on their home drive here at school.  

 

 
 

When you get a chance check out LCPS Go with your child.  There are many wonderful resources they 

 can use at home.   

 

Thanks for checking out Tech Corner. 

 

Technology Rocks! 

Steve Sandy 

 

 

http://go.lcps.org/


 

Dreambox Update: 

Some students are having trouble signing into Dreambox through the app.  There has been a recent change and students 

should now always go to the link on our website to sign in to Dreambox.  http://www.lcps.org/ashburn  Once they access 

Dreambox through the link, it will start it in the app.  There has also been an update to the iPad Apps.  Go to the next page 

for information about the updated Apple Apps. 

The following procedure for signing in to Dreambox from an iPad was put together by Stacy McGee who’s children 

attend AES.  Thanks Stacy! 

1. Launch Safari (or any internet browser) 

2. Navigate to www.lcps.org/ashburn 

3. On the right hand side of the page, click on the Dreambox link 

4. Click on accept to navigate away from LCPS sites 

5. Click Log On with Active directory 

6. Type in the correct user name and password (note that students will need to type in their student ID followed by 

@student.lcps.org) 

7. Click sign in 

8. Click on the Dreambox logo 

9. Click on the GREEN Dreambox logo 

10. Click on open to allow the app to launch 

To make this process easier for students, I would recommend that parents add a short cut to the clever log in page. To 

do so: 

1. Navigate to the Clever log in page using Safari (see steps 1-5 above) 

2. In the top menu bar of the browser window (next to the web address bar) there is an icon of a square with an arrow 

pointing out the top of it. Click on this icon.  

3. In the bottom row of the pop up menu that appears, click on the Add to Home Screen button.  

4. [Optional: You can change the name of link to be more user friendly by clicking the 'x' on the top line and then typing in 

the name of your choice such as DREAMBOX LOG IN] Click on Add.  

5. A direct link to this page will now appear on the home screen of your iPad. You can click on it to automatically launch 

Safari and navigate directly to the Clever Log in page (saving you steps 1-5 as listed above). 

*Tip: If you allow Safari to store the user name and password, this information will be auto filled in when you launch this 

page - not recommended for families who have more than one child using the same device.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.lcps.org/ashburn


 

Updated iPad Apps Now Available (version 5.0) 

An important update to DreamBox Math iPad app is now available. As a result of our continuous expansion math content, 

our original app exceeds the Apple app size limit. Now when you update, a prompt to install two apps will appear - 

DreamBox Math Blue and DreamBox Math Green. To ensure that students playing DreamBox Math continue to benefit 

from the full DreamBox experience, be sure to update by installing both apps by June 30th, 2016. After this date, we will 

no longer support versions earlier than 5.0. 

UPDATE IN THREE EASY STEPS 

1.Search for "DreamBox Math" 

2.Tap Update on the green-colored icon to update your current DreamBox Math app to DreamBox Math Green 

3.Tap Free on the blue-colored icon to download the companion app, DreamBox Math Blue 

The update should run smoothly, but if you need assistance or have questions, please don't hesitate to contact Client 

Success by email at support@dreambox.com or call toll-free at 1 (877) 451-7845. 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:  

1) Why are we splitting the DreamBox Math app into two apps? 

To fit our large variety of math lessons and allow for more rapid release of content, we are splitting the DreamBox Math 

app into DreamBox Math Green and DreamBox Math Blue. 

2) What is the difference between DreamBox Green and DreamBox Blue?   

DreamBox Green contains instructional content for grades K-5. DreamBox Blue contains instructional content for grades 5-

8.  We recommend installing both apps because students may see content spanning multiple grade levels. For example, 

you may have a student in Grade 4 who is ready to tackle content that appears in Grade 6. When this happens, the 

student will seamlessly switch to the companion DreamBox Blue app. Likewise, a Grade 7 student may need to review 

concepts as far back as Grade 4. If one of the apps has not been installed, then students will not be able to proceed to the 

lessons in the missing app. 

3. Will my students have to log in and out of each app? 

Switching from one DreamBox Math app to the other will be seamless so that students do not have to log in separately. 

4. My iPad app is set to automatically update. Is any action required on my part? 

Yes. Your current DreamBox Math app will automatically update to DreamBox Math Green, but you will still need to visit 

the App Store to download the DreamBox Math Blue app. 

5. Will my student’s data be affected? 

There will be no impact on a student's data or progress. The experience as a teacher will also not change either. 

Regardless of which app a student is using, their usage data will still be collected in the Insight Dashboard. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	
Stay	Connected	&	Reach	Out:	
HAPPENINGS, QUESTIONS, & THOUGHTS 

• Visit	the	AES	PTO	Website	
• Join	our	AES	PTO	Facebook	Page	
• President	Anissa	&	Geoff	Willis	
• VP	Academics		Susan	Adams	
• VP	Fundraising	Keith	Korin	
• Treasurer	Anna	Russell	
• Secretary	Recording	Zoe	Byer	
• Secretary	Corresponding	Ashley	Brody	
	
	

Join	In	on	the	Fun:	
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
	

OCTOBER 2016 
• 5TH	|	SEAC	@	7p,	LCPS	Admin	Building	
• 6TH	|	One	Loudoun	Block	Party,	5-10pm	
• 14TH	|	Storytelling	Assembly		
• 21ST	|	PTO	Meeting	@	730a	
• 28TH	|	Halloween	Costume	Bingo	
 
NOVEMBER 2016 
• 5TH	|	Skate	Night,	Ice	House	@	610p	
• 7TH-8TH	|	Student	Holidays	
• 9TH	|	Joint	SEAC,	MSAAC,	LEAP	meeting		

									@	7p,	LCPS	Admin	Building	
• 17TH	|	PTO	Meeting	@	7p	
• 22ND	|	Spirit	Night,	Atomic	Trampoline	
• 23RD-25TH	|	Thanksgiving	Holiday	

Happy	Fall!	We	have	had	a	great	start	to	the	new	school	year	and	want	to	thank	all	those	
that	have	already	registered	to	become	members	of	the	PTO	and	signed	up	as	volunteers.	

There	is	a	lot	of	enthusiasm	as	we	look	ahead	to	all	of	the	fun	events	and	activities	
planned	for	this	year	and	will	absolutely	need	the	help	and	support!	If	you	haven't	signed	

up	to	be	a	member	of	the	PTO,	there	is	still	time,	just	go	to	our	online	store!	

As	we	look	ahead	to	the	coming	year,	we	start	our	After	School	Enrichment	Programs	
(ASEP)	this	month,	have	a	number	of	fun	Spirit	Nights	planned	and	some	student	favorites	
such	as	Halloween	Costume	Bingo,	Skate	Night,	and	Atomic	Trampolines!	More	news	to	

come;	for	now,	take	a	look	at	what's	ahead	for	October	and	get	a	peek	at	November,	too!	

All	Our	Best,	Anissa	&	Geoff	Willis		

No	Frills;	Super	Simple	
BY KEITH KORIN 

We	officially	launch	our	No	Frills	Fundraiser	from	7	Oct	-	4	Nov.	You	(and	your	
friends	and	family)	can	make	tax-deductible	donations	to	the	school	at	our	online	
store,	and	every	dollar	goes	to	the	PTO.	There	will	be	weekly	prize	drawings	&	a	
class	prize	for	the	most	participation.	Our	goal	is	to	raise	$10,000	so	we	can	
purchase	two	Chrome	Carts	for	the	school.	Forms	will	be	sent	in	Thursday	folders.	

It’s	Block	Party!	
BY SUSAN ADAMS 

Join	us	at	One	Loudoun	on	Thursday	for	a	delicious	meal,	fun,	and	games.	Food	
options	include	burgers,	Mediterranean,	subs,	pizza,	and	frozen	yogurt!	There	will	
also	be	a	movie	and	activities	like	trivia,	musical	chairs,	&	hula	hoops	from	6-730p.	

Storytelling	for	Life		
BY KATHLEEN WEBBER 

On	14	October,	Madelyn	Rosenberg	will	visit	AES,	teaching	the	art	of	storytelling.	
Since	almost	every	job	includes	some	type	of	storytelling	earn	how	now!	Check	
our	site	for	assembly	times,	information	about	her	books,	and	an	essay	contest	
(winners	participate	in	an	author	luncheon)!	AES	families	are	welcome	to	attend.	

In	a	Fit	of	Appreciation	
BY JEN PANTALL 

We	appreciate	all	the	volunteers	and	businesses	that	donated	to	our	2nd	Annual	
Family	Fitness	Night!	A	shout	out	to	DC	United,	Fresh	Market,	Kickers	Martial	Arts,	
Mediterranean	Breeze,	Studio	PinkFIT,	and	Wandering	Chef.	Are	you	interested	in	
more	AES	health	and	fitness?	Ask	the	PTO	about	our	new	Wellness	Committee.		

	

• AES	PTO	needs	volunteers;	see	what	opening	is	right	for	you.		
• Watch	D.O.G.S	Sign-Up;	help	at	AES	and	be	a	role	model	for	our	AES	kids	
• Earn	money	while	shopping:	check	out	Amazon	Smile,	Shutterly,	Tiny	Prints	

&	Goodshop;	link	your	grocery	savings	cards	for	Giant	and	Harris	Teeter.	

	

http://www.loudoun.k12.va.us/domain/5656
http://www.facebook.com/groups/153418928139499/
mailto:AESPTOpres@gmail.com
mailto:AESPTOacademics@gmail.com
mailto:AESPTOfunds@gmail.com
mailto:treasurerAESPTO@gmail.com
mailto:AESPTOsecretary@gmail.com
mailto:AESPTOsecretary@gmail.com
https://squareup.com/store/ashburn-elementary-pto
http://lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/5656/PTOopenpositions2016-17.pdf
http://signup.com/go/jscpqc
https://squareup.com/store/ashburn-elementary-pto
http://www.loudoun.k12.va.us/Page/144535
mailto:AESPTOpres@gmail.com
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October 2016Building Excitement and Success for Young Children

The more your child 
plays with numbers, the 
more comfortable he’ll 
become with them. 

For these activities, help 
your youngster number 12 
sticky notes 1–12, and let 
him randomly put one 
into each cup of an 
empty egg carton. 

Match the number
Give your child a pile of dry 

beans, and encourage him 
to fill each cup with the 
number of beans shown on 
the sticker. For instance, he would count 
3 beans into the cup labeled “3.” He will 
practice one-to-one correspondence of 
numbers.

Move up or down
Have your youngster toss a penny 

into the egg carton. Whichever number 
it lands on, ask him what number is 1 
more. What is 2 more? (If it lands on 
4, then 1 more is 5, and 2 more is 6.) 
Another time, ask what number is 1 less 
or 2 less. This builds a sense of number 

Who’s on first? 
To teach your child 
about ordinal numbers 

(first, second, third), have her gather 
household items, 
and give her direc-
tions for lining them 
up. Example: “Put 
the napkin first, the 
spoon second, and 
the pencil third.” For a 
bigger challenge, try this: “Put napkins 
first and third. Place a spoon second 
and a pencil fourth.” Did she follow 
the right order? (napkin, spoon, nap-
kin, pencil) 

Nature’s colors 
Pick up paint sample strips at a hard-
ware store, and take a “paint sample” 
walk outdoors. Can your youngster 
spot objects in nature that match the 
various shades of greens, browns, and 
other colors on the paint strips? Let 
him make as many matches as possi-
ble. What’s his favorite color in nature?

Web picks
At aplusmath.com, your child can 

enjoy extra math practice with bingo, 
hidden-picture games, and more.

Ask away! Your youngster will find 
answers to questions like “Why does 
my cereal make a popping noise?” 
and be able to pose questions of her 
own at askdruniverse.wsu.edu.

Q: What’s 
your first 
clue that 
there’s an 
elephant in 
your fridge?

A: The door 
won’t close! 

Egg-cellent numbersTOOLS & 
TIDBITS

Just for fun

Moon and stars hide-and-seek
Now you see them, now you don’t! Where does 

your youngster think the moon and stars go when she 
can’t see them?  

Moon: Suggest your child place two different-sized balls 
side by side. The larger one is “Earth,” and she should 
mark an X on the ball for where she is on the planet. Now 
slowly rotate the “moon” around “Earth”—and let her notice 
how she couldn’t see the moon when it’s on the opposite side from her X.  

Stars: Have your youngster shine a flashlight outside in bright sunshine. What 
does she notice? (It’s hard to see the beam.) Let her try again indoors in a dark 
closet. Now the flashlight’s beam is bright. Since the stars are far away, their light 
is faint to us on Earth, and the sun’s light outshines them during the day. But at 
night, when it’s dark, we can see the stars twinkle.

value and leads nicely into adding and 
subtracting.

Fill the carton
Gather 2 dice, tokens, and an egg car-

ton (numbered 1–12) for each player. The 
first player rolls 2 dice and either adds the 
numbers shown or subtracts one from 
the other. With a roll of 4 and 2, he could 
make 6 (4 + 2 = 6) or 2 (4 – 2 = 2). He 
then puts a token in the 6 cup or the 2 
cup. Play continues until one player wins 
by filling all the cups in his carton.

Ashburn Elementary School
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pictures—high score wins. 
Repeat, but this time get points 
for the smallest animal. Note: 
If you’re not sure, look up ani-
mal sizes in books or online.

Numbers. Help your child 
number 20 slips of paper 
1–20. Turn them facedown, 
and let her pick two numbers. 

Then, have her line up beads or 
paper clips evenly to make each 

number. (For 5 and 8, she would 
line up 5 beads on one row and 8 beads below it.) Ask her 
which is smaller (5) and which is greater (8). Idea: Make it 
harder by picking 3 or more numbers.

Size it up
Is a bicycle big? Ask your child 

that question, and she could answer 
yes or no—it’s bigger than a dog, 
but it’s smaller than a house. It 
works the same with numbers. For 
instance, 20 is bigger than 2, but 
smaller than 100. Use these ideas 
for comparing sizes.

Animals. Have your youngster cut 
pictures of animals out of old maga-
zines. Shake them in a bag, and each person closes her eyes 
and takes one. Whoever has the largest animal (actual size, 
not picture size) scores a point. Play until you’ve used all your 

Isaac Newton is 
said to have discovered the law of grav-
ity when he saw an apple fall from a tree. 
Your child can discover gravity for him-
self with this experiment. 

You’ll need: ball, pitcher of water, 
toy car

Here’s how: Pose these questions, 
and have your youngster draw a 
picture of what he thinks will 
happen in each case.

1. Where will a ball go 
if you throw it in the air?

2. Where will water 
go if you tip the pitcher 
into a sink?

Read me 
a story

My son’s teacher had a great idea at 
back-to-school night. She said, “Why 
not include math and science in your 
bedtime reading?” 
I hadn’t thought 
about that before, 
but it made per-
fect sense.

We let 
Ryan pick 
out library 
books about 
numbers, shapes, 
nature, space, and other math and sci-
ence topics. So far we’ve read about vol-
canoes and patterns in nature, and we’ve 
even used our reasoning skills to solve 
a math mystery. Some books give us 
ideas for experiments that we do on 
the weekends.

This has become a fun way to build 
on the math and science that Ryan is 
learning in school. Plus, he’s picking up 
new vocabulary—and enjoying reading 
nonfiction books!

Geometry rocket
Your youngster will have 

a blast building her own 
rocket—one attribute at a time. Here’s how.

1. Together, cut out 12 shapes from blue 
construction paper: 3 squares, 3 triangles, 3 
circles, and 3 rectangles—a small, a medium, 
and a large one for each shape. Then, do the 
same thing with two more colors. When you’re 
done, you’ll have 12 shapes of each color.

2. Let your child begin her rocket by placing any shape on the floor. Take turns add-
ing to it by changing only one attribute (color, size, or shape) at a time. If you started 
with a large blue square, your youngster could add a medium blue square or a large 
red square, for instance. Keep going until your rocket is as tall as you want.

Variation: Lay down one shape for the top and another for the bottom of the 
rocket. See how many pieces it takes her to connect them.

The pull of gravitySCIENCE 
LAB

PARENT
TO

PARENT

MATH
CORNER 

3. Where will the car go if you push it 
off a table?

Then, let him act out each scenario.

What happens? The ball will go up a 
short distance, but then fall to the earth. 
The water will flow down into the sink, 
and the car will fall to the floor.

Why? As Newton realized, gravity 
will pull each object to the center 

of the earth, even if we start by 
throwing or pushing it in 

another direction. 

Extension: What else 
can your child find 
that demonstrates the 
pull of gravity?
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