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Raven’s Roost: A Message from 

the Principal  
According to the research, formative 

assessment, or assessment for learning, is 

among the most powerful instructional 

strategies available to teachers.  It requires 

frequent checks for understanding that provide 

both immediate and specific feedback, which 

may result in the teacher making adjustments 

to their instructional practice.  One innovative 

strategy known as an exit slip, asks students to 

cite an item with which they still need help.  

They write their question on a slip of paper 

which the teacher collects as they leave the 

room.  Once the teacher reads through the 

student comments, it becomes apparent which 

concepts are still unclear, and those which must 

be reinforced during the next session.  



River Bend Middle School October  
2011-2012 

 

2 

At River Bend, we are experimenting with 

technology that will assist us in gathering this 

critical information efficiently.  Poll Everywhere 

is a web-based application that enables 

students to use their cell phones or school 

computers to respond to a teacher generated 

question, while simultaneously addressing four 

unique learning styles.  The auditory learner 

listens to the teacher’s directions; the visual 

learner sees the question on an interactive 

Promethean Board; the tactile learner uses the 

cell phone or computer to respond and the 

kinesthetic learner moves as their answer 

appears on the screen. 

However, the most powerful aspect of this 

technology is the immediacy of the feedback for 

both the teacher and the learner.  The teacher 

can instantly assess the level of understanding 

and plan a follow up strategy.  The student 

gains a better understanding of the learning 

target and what is needed to hit it. 

The scope of our pilot is limited so that we can 

analyze our access requirements.  The 

implications for formative assessment make the 

development of this tool a priority for us.  At 

River Bend, we will continue to explore best 

practices and blaze a trail for higher student 

achievement.    

Administrative Assistance 
If, due to a disability, you need assistance to 
enable you to participate meaningfully in a 
meeting or conference, etc., please contact Mr. 
Robert Phillips at 571-434-3220 at least five 
working days prior to the meeting. 
Servicios Especiales  -  Si por alguna razón de 
salud usted necesitara asistencia  (silla de 
ruedas, alguien que maneje hasta el colegio, 
etc.) para poder atender una de las actividades, 

sea una conferencia, reunión, evento, etc. por 
favor contacte al Sr. Robert Phillips al 571-434-
3220 con por lo menos 5 días anteriores al 
evento.  Si fuera necesario los servicios de un 
intérprete para participar de actividades, 
conferencias, reuniones, eventos o algún 
programa, por favor contacte a la escuela con la 
misma anticipación.  

RBMS Administration 
Principal ..........................................Bennett Lacy 
Asst. Principal ............................LaShante Knight 
Asst. Principal ...............................Robert Phillips 
Attendance Secretary.......................Truus Foard 
Secretary.....................................Dawn Mahoney 
Bookkeeper..............................Stephanie Napert 
Parent Liaison.............................Tricia Anderson 
 . 

House A (8th Grade) 
Dean ...........................................Kathryn Clark 
Lead Counselor…………………….....Sherri Robinson 
Counselor ……………………........Veronica Williams 
Secretary....................................Tamara Baldwin 
  

House B (7th Grade) 
Dean ..........................................Melissa Dober 
Counselor..................................Janae Gwizdala 
Secretary.........................................Robin Byrd 
  

House C (6th Grade) 
Dean......................................Deborah Agunsday 
Counselor………………………………….Andrew Tafaro 
Secretary.........................................Julie Bahun 

RBMS Contact Information 
Main office:   571-434-3220 

Absentee Line:   571-434-3222 

Website:   www.lcps.org/rbms 

Address:   46240 Algonkian Parkway,  
                  Sterling, VA  20165 

http://www.lcps.org/rbms
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School Hours 
School hours are 8:30 a.m. to 3:18 p.m.  The 

building will be open for students at 8:00 a.m.  

Any student arriving before 8:00 a.m. may wait 

in the cafeteria.  Breakfast is served from 8:00 

a.m. until 8:20 a.m.  Students that are not 

eating breakfast and all other students arriving 

after 8:00 a.m. are to go to their appropriate 

grade level House.  All students will report to 

their first block classroom at the 8:15 a.m. bell. 

Visitor, Volunteer, and Late 

Student Sign in Procedure 
All visitors need to stop by the main office upon 

arrival.  Each visitor, volunteer, and all late 

students will log into the computer located on 

the table to your left as you enter the Main 

Office.   A pass or name tag will automatically 

print out.  While at RBMS you will be required 

to wear a visitor’s name tag.  Students will take 

their late pass to their House office and sign in 

there as well.  Please be prepared to show a 

valid ID. 

Student Drop off Procedure 
We have signs to direct traffic through our 

parking lot.  The school’s front parking 

lots should not to be used as a morning drop off 

area.  Please follow the “ravens” to the area 

designated for student drop off located on the 

side of River Bend.  This area was created for 

the safety of our students. In order to maintain 

a continuous flow of traffic, pull up as far as 

possible and allow your student to exit the 

vehicle at any point on the sidewalk. Be 

considerate of others and move on once your 

child disembarks. If you would like to wait with 

your child until the doors open at 8 o’clock, 

please move to a parking space. Please do not 

park in the designated student drop off area. 

Early Dismissals 
If at all possible, please send a note in with your 

child the morning of an appointment. The 

student’s house secretary will write a pass to 

excuse the student at the appropriate time.  

This will alleviate the need to disrupt the 

classroom and your child will be waiting in the 

front office when you arrive.  

Students Tardy to School 
 All students must be in their classroom by the 

8:30 a.m. bell.  Any student arriving to class 

after the 8:30 a.m. bell will be considered 

“tardy” and must sign in at the main office to 

receive a “tardy” pass.  A parent/guardian 

should accompany their student to the office or 

send a note with the student when arriving late 

to school.   

Attendance 
River Bend parents: we need your help! When 

your child is absent, please call the attendance 

line at (571) 434-3222 to notify the school. For 

your convenience, this is a 24-hour answering 

machine.  An absence will be unexcused if the 

school does not receive a note or a phone 

message from the parent or guardian. 

School Work Requests 
When students are absent, the parent/guardian 

should call the Absentee Line at 571-434-3222 

and inform the school of the reason for absence 

and when they will return to school.  Please do 

not request class work on the Absentee Line.  If 
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a student has missed three or more days, the 

parent/guardian may request missed school 

work from their child’s house secretary.  The 

class work will be available for pick up on the 

following day.  To make arrangements for an 

extended absence, please contact your students 

Counselor and the Attendance Secretary in the 

Main Office at:   571-434-3220.  

Address and Phone Changes 
Moving?  New phone number?  We need your 
address and telephone updates. 
If you are moving and your child will be 

attending another school for 2011-12, please 

notify your child’s counselor as soon as 

possible.  

If you have moved and are still within our 

attendance zone, please remember to stop by 

the school to fill out a change of address form.  

We will need to see proof of your new 

residence.  This proof can be a lease, deed, 

settlement papers or mortgage statement.   

To change a work or home telephone number, 

parents/guardians need to contact the 

attendance secretary at 571-434-3220 or on 

line at www.loudoun.k12.va.us. 

Parent Information Management 

System 
 Loudoun County Public Schools (LCPS) is 

offering a new system, the Parent Information 

Management (PIM) system, so parents can 

conveniently request updates to their contact 

phone numbers and e-mail addresses. 

You may access this online tool via the Web link 

https://webinter.lcps.org/Pim/. 

We encourage you to act on correspondence 

from your child's school where updates to 

phone numbers or e-mails are required by using 

this simple system. If you have more than one 

student enrolled in Loudoun County Public 

Schools, you will be prompted to submit a 

change request for each student individually. 

All requests to update phone numbers and/or 

email addresses will be verified by the school 

prior to being updated in the student 

information system. 

The PIM Web site is designed to permit parents 

or guardians who are listed as the first contact 

for a student to submit a request to update 

their contact phone numbers and/or e-mail 

addresses. If you are not listed as the first 

contact in your child's record, you will not be 

able to submit a request to update their 

information using this Web site, at this time. 

You should continue to notify the school in 

writing of changes to your phone numbers or e-

mail addresses. 

Please note that the PIM application is designed 

for the Internet Explorer web browser.  You 

may experience difficulties submitting a PIM 

request if you use a different web browser such 

as Firefox, Opera or Chrome. 

For changes to your physical or U.S. Mail 

address, please complete the address change 

form and submit your Loudoun County 

residency verification requirements to your 

child's school. 

Thank you for your cooperation!  

http://www.loudoun.k12.va.us/
https://webinter.lcps.org/Pim/
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Counselor’s Corner 
Sherri Robinson, Lead Counselor, 
Special Services, AOS, and TJ  
Andrew Tafaro, 6th Grade Counselor 
Janae Gwizdala, 7th Grade Counselor 
Veronica Williams, 8th Grade 
Counselor 
We are very excited to be working with your 

children.  The first few weeks of school have 

been great as we re-connect with returning 

students and welcome new students. 

All of the counselors have met with their 

students during Resource to complete an 

Interest Survey so that we can begin to serve 

the students’ needs effectively. The information 

collected will help us to identify possible groups 

and develop classroom guidance lessons that 

will help students enhance appropriate social 

skills, and develop academic planning skills. 

We will be providing classroom guidance 

lessons throughout the school year.  The 6th 

graders will learn Bullying Prevention and 

Coping Strategies.  In 7th grade, students learn 

about various types of Harassment.  We will 

expand our bullying program to include 8th 

graders as well.  

All students will be provided with information 

about internet safety and cyber-bullying. Eighth 

grade is also dedicated to academic planning in 

preparation for high school.  All 6th grade 

students and new 7th and 8th grade students will 

complete a Learning Style Inventory by the end 

of October so as to provide them with ways to 

study. This information will be shared with 

teachers so that they can provide various 

instructional styles to enhance learning for all 

students. 

The Counseling Department will continue to 

offer several programs.  Mr. Tafaro will 

coordinate the Mentoring Program, where 

teachers will be paired with students to create 

and maintain a positive and supportive 

relationship. He is currently in the process of 

identifying students and staff for this years’ 

program. 

The Peer Ambassadors have already been 

working.  They were present during the Open 

House as well as on Back to School Nights.  

They did a fantastic job of helping parents and 

students locate classes and they passed out 

helpful information.  They have also been 

available to help new students and welcome 

them to our school. Mrs. Gwizdala will sponsor 

the Ambassadors this year. An Ice Cream Social 

was held recently to welcome all of our new 7th 

and 8th graders to RBMS. 

Mrs. Robinson is the counselor for Thomas 

Jefferson High School of Science and 

Technology.   A Parent Informational Meeting 

was held here at the school on September 19th . 

If you were unable to attend, please contact 

Mrs. Robinson for information and deadlines or 

visit the school’s guidance website page.  

Test Prep Classes Offered for T.J. 

Dr. Talbot will offer classes on test taking 

strategies, to include writing and reading skills, 

essay writing, math and logical problem solving. 

The classes are on Wednesday, October 19th 

and 26th and on November 2nd and 16th from 

3:20-4:15.  

 

Mrs. Robinson will be the contact counselor for 

the Academy of Science.  The AOS admissions 

calendar and timelines were posted on the LCPS 

website in May.  The PSAT will be administered 
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on Saturday, October 15th, 2011 @ Dominion 

High School. 

Monroe Tech 

The Annual Middle School Open House will be 

held at Monroe Technology Center on 

Wednesday, October 26th from 6:30-8:30.  

Also, there will be a spaghetti dinner served in 

their Culinary Department from 5:30-6:30 for $5 

a person. You can contact Michelle Trudel @ 

571-252-2080 for information. 

 

Your Help Is Needed!! 

The Guidance Department is sponsoring Career 

Café’s this year.  If you would like to speak 

with our students about your job, the 

qualifications, and the education required to 

gain employment in the field, please contact 

Mrs. Robinson @ 571-434-3220 to schedule 

your speaking engagement. Thanks to all of 

the parents who have already committed to 

speaking with our students. Career Café will 

begin in October. 

 

SAVE the DATE!!!! 

The Guidance Department will sponsor a parent 

workshop on “Tips on Helping Teens Deal with 

Cyber-bullying”.  It will be held in the school’s 

library on Wednesday, November 16th @ 9:00 

a.m.  

 

We are looking forward to a great year!  The 

RBMS Guidance Department enjoys the positive 

working relationship with the parents of our 

students.  We feel that it is extremely important 

to involve you in your child’s progress.  You are 

your child’s greatest resource, but let’s work 

together to ensure their success at River Bend 

Middle School. 

Clinic Tips 
Paula Bailey, RN 

LOUDOUN COUNTY TAKING 

BACK UNWANTED 

PRESCRIPTION DRUGS 

OCTOBER 29 AT:  

Leesburg Police Department 
65 Plaza Street, NE 

Leesburg, VA 
 

Eastern Loudoun Station 
46620 East Frederick Drive 

Sterling, VA 
 

Dulles South Station 
25216 Loudoun County Parkway 

Chantilly, VA  
 

On October 29 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Loudoun 

County and the Drug Enforcement 

Administration (DEA) will give the public 

another opportunity to prevent pill abuse and 

theft by ridding their homes of potentially 

dangerous expired, unused, and unwanted 

prescription drugs.  Bring your medications for 

disposal to any of the listed sites above.  The 

service is free and anonymous, no questions 

asked. 

Last April, Americans turned in 376,593 

pounds—188 tons—of prescription drugs at 

nearly 5,400 sites operated by the DEA and 

more than 3,000 state and local law 

enforcement partners.   

This initiative addresses a vital public safety and 

public health issue.  Medicines that languish in 

home cabinets are highly susceptible to 

diversion, misuse, and abuse. Rates of 

prescription drug abuse in the U.S. are 
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alarmingly high, as are the number of accidental 

poisonings and overdoses due to these drugs.  

Studies show that a majority of abused 

prescription drugs are obtained from family and 

friends, including from the home medicine 

cabinet. In addition, Americans are now advised 

that their usual methods for disposing of 

unused medicines—flushing them down the 

toilet or throwing them in the trash—both pose 

potential safety and health hazards.  

Four days after the first Take-Back event in 

September 2010, Congress passed the Secure 

and Responsible Drug Disposal Act of 2010, 

which amends the Controlled Substances Act to 

allow an “ultimate user” of controlled 

substance medications to dispose of them by 

delivering them to entities authorized by the 

Attorney General to accept them.  The Act also 

allows the Attorney General to authorize long 

term care facilities to dispose of their residents’ 

controlled substances in certain instances.  DEA 

has begun drafting regulations to implement 

the Act, a process that can take as long as 24 

months.  Until new regulations are in place, 

local law enforcement agencies like [agency] 

and the DEA will continue to hold prescription 

drug take-back events every few months. 

Paula Bailey, RN 
571-434-3223 
paula.bailey@lcps.org 

Art 
UNDERSTANDING YOUR STUDENT’S ART 

GRADE IN CLARITY 

This year, River Bend Middle School is “going 

live” with our grading program, Clarity. This 

means you will be able to view your student’s 

grades online at any given time during the 

marking period.  To avoid potential confusion, 

the art department would like to apprise you 

of the following: 

All teachers are required to update grades 

weekly.  Art projects often take two or more 

weeks to complete.  Therefore, each student 

will begin each project with full credit for the 

assignment, which will be visible in Clarity the 

week the project is assigned.  However, as work 

is actually submitted, that full-credit grade is 

subject to change, depending on how well the 

student met the assigned objectives.  If an 

assignment is not submitted by the given 

deadline, the grade will convert to a zero (Z) 

until the work is submitted.  All work must be 

turned in by the last day of each grading period 

to obtain a grade other than zero (Z). (Through 

Clarity, you will be able to view an assignment’s 

objectives and due date, as well as a description 

of the assignment.)  If at any point you have 

concerns regarding your student’s progress, do 

not hesitate to contact us.  As always, we will be 

in touch regarding any individual student issues 

we see arising in class.  

Thank you; we hope you and your River Bend 

student(s) have an enjoyable year! 

Kristi Plucker (Brown)                                                       

kristi.brown@lcps.org        

Kristin Deems                                        

kristin.deems@lcps.org 

Michelle Minkin (Mrs. Plucker’s long term 
substitute) 
michele.minkin@lcps.org 
 

River Bend Middle School 

(571) 434-3220 

http://cmsweb1.lcps.org/rbms/site/ 

mailto:paula.bailey@lcps.org
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LEO CLUB 
The Leo Club is a community service club open 

to all students who enjoy helping others. 

Anyone interested in becoming a NEW 

MEMBER is welcome to attend. Our meetings 

this month are on October 6th and 20th.  

Permission slips to attend meetings are on the 

Club Bulletin Board near House B.  Listen to the 

announcements and check the Club Bulletin 

Board for information about the meetings.  

Help others, have fun...be a Leo!  

RIVER BEND CARES – How You Can Help All 

Year Long? 

Leo Club projects include the following on-going 

collections to benefit people locally, in the 

state, and worldwide. 

 

LOCKER DECORATING KITS – The kits are 
perfect for celebrating birthdays ....right on 
your student's locker!   Each kit comes with 
birthday paper precut to fit the locker, bows, a 
signing sheet and glue dots to put it up. The 
deluxe kit includes curling ribbon as well.  
Deluxe kits are $5 and standard kits are $2.  
Proceeds benefit the Smile Train charity, which 
helps children with cleft palates get much 
needed surgery. 
  
Please collect and send in: 

SODA TABS - to benefit the Ronald McDonald 

House near Fairfax Inova Hospital. Our goal is to 

collect “One Million by May” and with your help 

we can do it. So tell all your friends and 

relatives about our project. Send in those soda 

tabs today. 

 

CAMPBELL'S SOUP LABELS and other LABELS 

FOR EDUCATION—to benefit a Boy's Home in 

Covington, Virginia.  

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION - Each Box Top you 

collect is worth $.10 to the school. Bundle or 

bag 10 of them, put your name on them, and 

get them to Ms. Fuchs in C12 or put them in the 

Cheerios box in the main office. Every 10 Box 

Tops earn you a sweet treat. Look for Box Tops 

on all General Mills products and other goods 

like Ziploc bags. For more ways to help the 

school, visit the Box Tops for Education website: 

http://www.boxtops4education.com/promotio

ns/  

USED EYEGLASSES - Eyeglasses are inspected, 

cleaned, & prescriptions are determined, then 

they are packaged at the facility in Arlington. 

Each pair of glasses is then sent to communities 

across the U.S. & around the world to be 

matched to a person in need of glasses. 

Remember to save any old glasses and drop 

them in the Lion’s Club collection box in the 

main office. 

YOPLAIT® YOGURT LIDS – Save those pink 
Yoplait® lids and bring them in to help with the 
Passionately Pink for the Cure campaign. 
Yoplait® will donate 10 cents for every pink lid. 
This money goes toward breast cancer research 
and education. 
  
Passionately Pink for the Cure   
Friday, October 21st is River Bend’s 
Passionately Pink for the Cure day.  We hope to 
see a sea of pink as students and staff ready to 
find a cure for breast cancer.  "Beads to Battle 
Cancer" sales will be held from October 17 
through October 20.  Proceeds from those sales 
will be combined with donations from faculty 
and staff to benefit the Susan G. Komen for the 
Cure Foundation. If you would like to make a 
donation, please make the check payable to 
RBMS and note on the memo line that it is for 
the SGK Foundation. 
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Upcoming events 
Our holiday LINK food drive will be held 
between Thanksgiving and Winter Break.  Look 
for specific dates in the November newsletter. 

Parent Link 
Tricia Anderson, Parent Liaison  
As many of you know, the Loudoun County 

Holiday Coalition supplies families in need with 

a meal at Thanksgiving and food and gifts 

during the winter holidays.  This year the 

Potomac Falls Cluster is banding together to 

collect food, clothing, and gifts to support the 

Holiday Coalition.  See the “Stuff A Bus” flyer in 

this newsletter for details of where, when and 

what to donate.  There will also be a collection 

box for Holiday Coalition in front of Main Office 

from October 1-31.   

If you could use some help yourself with the 

holidays, Loudoun Interfaith and the Holiday 

Coalition are working together to provide food 

for a Thanksgiving meal.  No application is 

necessary; just present identification on the day 

assigned to your last name, between November 

18-20.   Applications for Holiday Coalition 

Christmas help are now available and must be 

submitted online this year.  Click on this link to 

get to the application – 

http://www.loudoun.gov/Default.aspx?tabid=1

313  or go to www.loudoun.gov and search for 

Holiday Coalition.  You must apply by October 

31st.  LINK also provides similar help both at 

Thanksgiving and Christmas, but pre-

registration is required on October 14th or 22nd.  

See the flyers in this newsletter for more details 

on both holiday programs.  Please apply to only 

one program.   

In other news, we started our Parents as 

Educational Partners (PEP) program on 

September 28th for families whose first 

language is not English.  If you are interested or 

know of a family that might benefit from these 

classes, please contact me.  We are also looking 

for volunteers to provide childcare/homework 

help for younger children while the parents 

attend class.  This is a great opportunity for 

reliable teens to earn community service hours.  

For more information please contact me. 

Applications for free or reduced lunch can be 

submitted any time during the year.  Please 

contact Main Office if you need a form.  I also 

have a stash of school supplies thanks to some 

very generous parents and students.  Please 

don’t let a lack of school supplies get in the way 

of your child doing well at school.  Let me know 

and I’ll find what your child needs. 

Remember – be sure to bookmark the school 

website – http://www.lcps.org/rbms and check 

it frequently for important school news and 

events.  

School Menu 
The Loudoun County Public Schools new 

Secondary Lunch Menu is a three week 

repeating menu.  This menu may be viewed 

online at www.lcps.org by selecting lunch 

menus 

PTA 
Dear River Bend Parents, 
The River Bend Middle School PTA is embarking 

on a new year full of promise and high 

expectations for success.  Parents and teachers 

continue to work together.  At River Bend 

Middle School, the PTA continues to support 

various afterschool clubs, provide our parent 

http://www.loudoun.gov/Default.aspx?tabid=1313
http://www.loudoun.gov/Default.aspx?tabid=1313
http://www.loudoun.gov/
http://www.lcps.org/rbms
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liaison with the funds needed to support 

families in need, purchase equipment for 

teachers, buy agendas for each and every 

student and desktop calendars for the teachers, 

and so much more. Here in Virginia, the PTA is 

working hand-in-hand with teachers’ 

associations to improve salaries, reduce 

teacher/student ratios, and give every teacher 

the tools they need to succeed in the 

classroom. Nationally, the PTA is working with 

legislators and education officials to increase 

funds for schools.  We continue to support 

improved arts education programs, 

comprehensive health programs, and funding 

for PE programs, and increased parental 

involvement. In short, the PTA is constantly 

working to improve our public schools and the 

tools made available to our teachers. 

Please take a moment now to consider the 

invaluable role PTA has played in public 

education. For over 100 years, PTA has 

encouraged the partnership that studies have 

validated time and again—teachers and 

parents, working together, mean better-

educated students. 

Your membership support will help ensure the 

continuation of this century-old alliance. We 

invite you to become a member today for 

$10/year.  Please make checks payable to the 

RBMS PTA and drop off the checks in the front 

office.   It will add yet one more voice to the 

nearly 6 million nationwide that continue to 

speak for every child…with one voice. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Aditi Joshi (rbmspta@gmail.com)  
PTA President 

River Bend Middle School 

Office Depot 5% Back to School 

Program 
Schools Take Care of Our Children. 

Office Depot and YOU Take Care of Our Schools. 

Want to earn 5% in credit for your school to use 

towards FREE supplies? We can take care of 

that:  

 Shop at Office Depot for all of your 
school supplies  

 Be sure to provide your school's 5% 
Back to Schools ID number (70122502) 
each time you make a purchase  

 Office Depot will total the qualifying 
purchases* made during each program 
period  

 Office Depot will award your school 5% 
of the qualifying purchases in 
merchandise credit which can be used 
towards FREE supplies!  

RBMS Back to Schools Program ID:  70122502 

PTA Meeting Schedule for     

2011 – 2012 
October 18, 7 pm 

November 15, 7pm 

December 20, 7 pm 

January 17, 7pm 

February 21, 7 pm 

March 20, 7 pm 

April 17, 7 pm 

May 22, 7 pm 

mailto:rbmspta@gmail.com
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MEETINGS ARE HELD IN THE LIBRARY 

Grocery Card Program 
FREE MONEY FOR RBMS Please submit 

your Giant, Safeway and Harris Teeter grocery 

cards and donate to RBMS.  Give us your 

numbers for these programs and we will sign 

you up.  You must re-register for these 

programs annually.   Based on your purchases, 

the grocery stores generously donate to River 

Bend Middle School.   

Volunteer TB Screening/Testing  
Volunteers working in the schools are required 

by State Law to have a certificate from the local 

health department or your family physician 

stating that you have been screened or tested 

and appear to be free of communicable 

tuberculosis disease.  Once this certificate is 

obtained, it remains valid in subsequent years 

(assuming there has been no known threat of 

exposure).  Your copy of the certificate must be 

kept on file at River Bend.  The certificate is 

valid when transferring to another Loudoun 

County School. 

The TB Screenings are offered at the Ashburn 

Office of the Loudoun County Health 

Department.  The address is 45201 Research 

Place, Suite 120, Ashburn, VA  20147.  The TB 

test screening is given on Tuesdays only from 1-

5 p.m. with a cost of $14.53.  If the nurse feels 

that the PPD skin test needs to be given, it will 

be done during the screening.  You will have to 

go back to that office on that next Friday 

between 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.  to have the skin 

test read.  There is a fee of $21.53. You may 

also have the screening and skin test done 

through your family physician.  In that case, you 

should contact the office of your doctor to 

make sure TB screening forms are available and 

that your doctor is willing to provide this service 

for you.  It is very important that you return 

your results from the health department or 

your physician to the front desk at River Bend 

to be kept on file in the Office. 

RBMS Grading Scale 

Numeric 
Value 

Letter 
Grade  

Quality 
Points 
(before 

weighting) 

98-100 A+  4.3 

93-97 A  4.0 

90-92 A-  3.7 

87-89 B+  3.3 

83-86 B  3.0 

80-82 B-  2.7 

77-79 C+  2.3 

73-76 C  2.0 

70-72 C-  1.7 

67-69 D+ 1.3 

63-66 D  1.0 

60-62 D-  0.7 

0-59 F  0.0 
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PTA Membership Form 
Your membership dollars help our students by providing funds for many educational programs that 

directly impact our RBMS community. Parents, teachers and our community are working together to 

improve the lives of children and youth through programs and projects sponsored by our PTA.  With your 

support we can become one voice, speaking for every child. Show support in the education of all students 

in our school by becoming a member today!  

Please fill out the form below and return it along with a check for $10.00 for each individual member. 

Checks must be made out to RBMS PTA. When PTA gets involved, children benefit. When you get 

involved with PTA, the child who benefits most is your own.  

Member’s Name(s) ______________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

E-Mail Address ________________________________________________________  

E-Mail Address ________________________________________________________ 

Student’s Name(s) ______________________________________________________ 

□ 6th Grade   □ 7th Grade   □ 8th Grade 

Student’s Name(s) ______________________________________________________ 

□ 6th Grade   □ 7th Grade   □ 8th Grade 

Student’s Name(s) ______________________________________________________ 

□ 6th Grade   □ 7th Grade   □ 8th Grade 

Day Phone _______________ Evening Phone _______________ Cell Phone ______________ 

Note: We respect your privacy! Be advised that in order for us to provide these benefits, we will have to share  

your email address with the National PTA organization.  
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RIVER BEND EDUCATION FUND 
August 29, 2011 

Dear Parents of River Bend Middle School, 
Last year, the River Bend PTA tried something new and established the River Bend Education Fund.  The idea was to ask families to make 
donations directly to this fund rather than having the students sell merchandise to friends and family.  Overall, parents supported this idea so 
we will do it again this year.  The River Bend Education Fund is the major fundraiser of the River Bend PTA.   Our goal of $15,000 will allow the 
PTA to continue to support the following: 

 Purchase supplies for each grade level (6-8) to support learning in the classroom 

 Fund grants for the teachers at River Bend (including Art, Music, PE, Special Education, and Counselors) to off-set some 
of their costs for classroom set-up and supplies 

 Present special programs that encourage and celebrate academic success 

 Recognize and support the River Bend faculty and staff 

 Participate in the National PTAs Reflections program 

 Purchase River Bend agendas for every student 

 Support the River Bend Musical, Odyssey of the Mind, and Robotics Club 

 Purchase additional books, DVDs, and supplies for classroom and school projects 

 Offer fun, family events such as Bingo Night, Dances, and Field Day… 
 

Some important things to remember about donating to the River Bend Education Fund: 

 Contributions are tax-deductible. 

 Many employers offer to match contributions to non-profit organizations. 

 ALL CONTRIBUTIONS GO DIRECTLY TO HELP OUR STUDENTS AND FACULTY AT RIVER BEND. 
 

To participate all you have to do is cut and fill out the form below. Return it along with your check made out to RBMS PTA through 

your child’s backpack; drop it off at the main office or the house office.  Any amount over $25 will receive a RBMS car magnet. 

Thank you in advance for supporting the River Bend Education Fund and the students and teachers of River Bend. We wish 

everyone a happy, successful school year. 

Aditi Joshi      Ben Lacy 
President, River Bend PTA    Principal, River Bend Middle 

 

RIVER BEND EDUCATION FUND 

I support the River Bend Education Fund and the goal of raising funds to help programs that enable the students and faculty at River 

Bend to achieve academic success. 

Parent’s Name(s) ______________________________________________________________________ 

Student’s Name(s) __________________________________  __________________________________ 

6
th
 Grade  7

th
 Grade  8

th
 Grade 

Enclosed please find a check for (check one or fill in the blank): 

$25 ________ $50 _________ $75 ________ $100 _______  Other amount  ________________________. 

 

Please make check out to RBMS PTA. A letter recognizing your contribution will be sent home with your student. Thank you for 

supporting the students and faculty at River Bend 
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PTA Reflections 
  

2011-2012 Theme: “Diversity Means…” 

Monday, October 24, 2011 end of day 
 

Barbara Tilghman 

Tilghmanemail@comcast.net 

703-430-2628 Submit entries by the deadline in your house office. 

Please go to the following link for rules and forms:  

http://ptareflections.org/cs/rules_and_documents 

Note:  Read carefully.  There are major changes to the rules 

for submission. 

mailto:Tilghmanemail@comcast.net
http://ptareflections.org/cs/rules_and_documents
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Potomac Falls Cluster Stuff A Bus 



River Bend Middle School October  
2011-2012 

 

16 

Link Holiday Basket Registration 

 
If you wish to register to receive a LINK Holiday Basket for the 2011 

Holiday season, you need to 
REGISTER IN PERSON. 

 
LINK will not be accepting Holiday Basket Registrations 

over the phone this year. 
 

BRING A PHOTO ID 
AND 

Attend one of the two Registration Dates below –  
 

 Friday, Oct. 14th, between 4 – 7 pm 
OR 

 Saturday, Oct. 22nd, between 10 am – 12 pm 
 

Register at either of these locations  
on BOTH of the dates above –  

 

 Location #1 – Christ the Redeemer Catholic Church  
(46833 Harry Byrd Hwy., Sterling, VA 20164) 

OR 

 Location #2 - Trinity Presbyterian  
(651 Dranesville Rd., Herndon, VA 20170) 

 

Questions? 
Beginning Oct. 1st, you can call 703-481-2524 
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Holiday Coalition 
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Parent Resource Center 

              Loudoun County Public Schools 

   Parent Resource Center 

              October 2011 Event Schedule 

 

  

 
       Events are held at the LCPS Administrative Building  

   21000 Education Court, Ashburn, 20148 
 

Autism Series:  Functional Communication  
Thursday, October 6 from 7-9 pm    

This workshop will focus on the elements needed for developing a communication system 

that allows a child to express needs and wants successfully across multiple settings.  

Intended for parents of children who have little verbal or functional communication. 

 

Journey to Adulthood: 

Puberty and Sexuality  

For families of children with disabilities 
Presented by Carolyn Beckett of PEATC 

Saturday, October 13 from 7-9 pm 

A candid discussion for parents who want strategies for guiding 

their children’s healthy growth and development.  Topics Include: 

Teenage Culture Today – Puberty is Earlier Than we Think – Kids Worry – 

Pubic vs. Private – Healthy Relationships & Personal Safety – Remember Deodorant 

 

 

Pre-registration is requested.  Call 571-252-2185  

On line Registration is not available at this time. 

 

 
 

If, due to a disability, you need assistance or an interpreter,  

Call 571-252-2185 5 business days before an event. 
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Courageous Parenting Workshop  
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GRADE REPORTING DATES                            

School Year 2011 – 2012 

 

 
 1st  

Marking 

Period 

2nd 

Marking 

Period 

3rd 

Marking 

Period 

4th 

Marking 

Period 

Start of 

Marking 

Period 

 

08/29/11 

 

11/9/11 

 

 

1/24/12 

 

4/10/12 

Interim 

Dates 

 

 

10/5/11 

 

 

12/14/11 

 

2/29/12 

 

5/9/12 

 

End of 

Marking 

Period 

 

11/4/11 

 

 

 

1/20/12 

 

3/30/12 

 

6/8/12 

Report 

Cards 

Go Home 

 

11/16/11 

(with students) 

 

2/1/12 
(with students) 

 

4/18/12 

(with students) 

 

06/13/12 

(mailed home) 
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Bell Schedule

 

 

Regular Bell Schedule  

 08:25                  Warning Bell  
 08:30 –   10:03   1A/5B Block  
10:08 – 11:37     2A/6B Block  
11:42 –    1:42    3A/7B Block  
  1:47 –    3:18    4A/8B Block 

 

One Hour Delay 

 09:25                  Warning Bell 
 09:30 – 10:47     1A/5B Block 
10:52 – 12:32     3A/7B Block 
12:37 –   1:55     2A/6B Block 
  2:00 –   3:18     4A/8B Block 

 

Two Hour Delay 

10:25                 Warning Bell 
10:30 – 11:28    1A/5B Block 
11:33 –   1:13     3A/7B Block 
  1:18 –   2:16     2A/6B Block 
  2:21 –   3:18     4A/8B Block 

 

 

 

 

Regular Lunch Schedule  

11:42 – 12:12   LUNCH A  
12:27 – 12:57   LUNCH B  
  1:12 –    1:42   LUNCH C 

 

 

One Hour Delay Lunch Schedule 

10:52 – 11:22   LUNCH A 
11:27 – 11:57   LUNCH B 
12:02 – 12:32   LUNCH C 

 

 

Two Hour Delay Lunch Schedule 

11:33 – 12:03   LUNCH A 
12:08 – 12:38   LUNCH B 
12:43 –   1:13    LUNCH C  
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October Calendar 
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2011-12 School Calendar

 
2011-12 School Calendar 

~ Updated on February 14, 2011 ~ 
  

August 29 First Day of School for Students 

September 5 Holiday (Labor Day) 

October 10 Holiday (Columbus Day) 

November 4 End of the Grading Period  

November 7-8 Student Holiday (Planning/Records/Conference Days) 

November 23-25 Holiday (Thanksgiving) 

December 22-23/26-30 Winter Break 

January 2 Winter Break (Classes Resume January 3) 

January 16 Holiday (Martin Luther King Jr. Day) 

January 20 End of Grading Period 

January 23 MOVEABLE Student Holiday* (Planning/Records/Conference Day) 

February 20 Holiday (Presidents' Day)  

March 30 End of Grading Period 

April 2-6 Student Holiday (Spring Break) 

April 9 Student Holiday (Planning/Records/Conference Day) 

May 28 Holiday (Memorial Day) 

June 8 Last Day of School for Students/End of Grading Period 

 
*NOTE: Parents with child-care or other weekday scheduling concerns - Dates of the Moveable 

Planning/Records/Conference Day between first and second semesters may change if the school calendar 
must be changed due to school closings for inclement weather or other emergencies. 
Last Modified on 2/16/2011 3:36:50 PM 

 


