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Raven’s Roost:                       A Message  from the Principal 
 
The conclusion of the first semester signals the mid-point of 
the year.  Our spring musical auditions generated an impressive 
array of talent.  More than one hundred students sang and 
danced their way to a role in the production. 
 
The second semester will offer students an opportunity to enjoy 
a number of new clubs and class activities.  Additionally, the 
eighth grade can look forward to a field trip to Philadelphia, 

and there will be grade-specific assemblies.  This month will 
also feature a faculty/student basketball game.  
  

We are in the process of building a master schedule for next 
year.  Course selection sheets for rising seventh and eighth 
grade students will be signed and returned to the guidance 
counselors soon. 
 

Once again, I would like to commend the PTA and all the 
parent volunteers for helping to create a “climate for success” 
at River Bend Middle School    -     Ben Lacy 

This Month… 
Wed. February 1  2nd quarter report cards go home with students 
Fri. February 3  Dylan Pritchett Assembly 
Thu. February 9  Student/Faculty Basketball Game,  last block,  Gym 
Fri. February 10  Grade-level Honor roll Assemblies in Auditorium-7th at 8:45 am, 6th at 9:30 am, 8th at 10:15 am 
   Cool Cash Bingo, 6:45 pm., Cafeteria 
Thu. February 16  Band 8 Pre-Festival  Concert, 7 p.m. 
Mon. February 20  Holiday 
Wed. February 22  Applications due for  Science Academy at Dominion High School 
Thu. February 23  Orientation for Parents of Rising 6th graders, 7:00 p.m., Auditorium 
 
Looking ahead... 
Sat. March 4  District Band Festival  
Fri. March 17  PFHS Activities fair for rising 9th graders 
Thu. March 23  Dress Rehearsal for “42nd Street” – Time TBA 
Fri. March 24  Opening Night for “42nd Street”- 7:30 p.m. 
Sat. March 25  Performance of “42nd Street” – 7:30 p.m. 
Sun. March 26   Performance of “42nd Street” – 2:00 p.m. 
Wed. March 29   Pick-up Rehearsal for “42nd Street”- Time TBA 
Thu. March 30  8th grade trip to Philadelphia  6:45 a.m. – 6:30 p.m. 
Fri. March 31  Performance of “42nd Street” – 7:30 p.m. 
Sat. April 1  Performance of “42nd Street” – 7:30 p.m.  
 
If, due to a disability, you need assistance to enable you to participate meaningfully in a meeting or con-
ference, etc., please contact Mr. Mike Surma at 703-444-7574 at least five working days prior to the 
meeting.  
Servicios Especiales - Si por alguna razon de salud usted necesitara asistencia (silla de rued as, alguien que maneje hasta el colegio, etc.) para poder atender una de 
las actividades, sea una conferencia, reunion, evento, etc. por favor contacte al Sr. Mike Surma al 703-444-7574 con por 10 menDs 5 dias anteriores al evento. Si 
fuera necesario 105 servicios de un interprete para participar de actividades, conferencias, reuniones, eventos 0 algun programa, por favor contacte a la escuela 
con la misma anticipacion.  
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From our Clinic . . . Is it a Cold or the Flu? 
 
 
The cold and flu season has started early and could be more severe than usual with  the shortage 
of the flu vaccine.  While  good attendance  is important  to  the learning process, illness compro-
mises a sick child’s learning and jeopardizes other students.  A child who is experiencing symp-
toms of illness should not be sent to school.   
 
 

 
Information from the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases  
In deciding when to send a child back to school after having the flu, the Health Department recommends that your child be out 
of school for at least 3 to 5 days after fever and respiratory symptoms begin and a full 24 hours after fever subsides.  
 
When a child returns to school, he/she should be physically able to participate in all school activities.  Concentration and 
learning are difficult for a sick child.  Illness also creates disruption in the classroom, affects the concentration and learning of 
the child’s classmates, and exposes them to illness.  Remaining at home, as recommended above, will help minimize the spread 
of infections and viruses in the classroom. Please remember students are not allowed to deliver any medicine to or from school 
(prescription or non-prescription); only a parent or guardian may transport the medicine. 
 
If you have any questions please feel free to contact  me in the clinic at 703-444-7575. 
 
Paula Bailey, RN 
 

Symptoms Cold  Flu 

Fever Rare Characteristic, high (102-104°F), lasts 3-4 
days 

Headache Rare Prominent 

General aches, pains Slight Usual, often severe 

Fatigue, weakness Quite mild Can last up to 2-3 weeks 

Extreme exhaustion  Never Early and prominent 

Stuffy nose Common  Sometimes 

Sneezing Usual  Sometimes 

 Sore throat Common  Sometimes 

Chest discomfort,  
 cough 

Mild to moderate; hacking cough Common, can become severe 

Complications Sinus congestion  
or earache 

Bronchitis, pneumonia; can be  life-
threatening 

Prevention None Annual vaccination, antiviral   medicines. 
See your doctor. 

Treatment Only temporary relief of symptoms Antiviral medicines.  
See your doctor. 
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     COUNSELORS’ CORNER 
 
                                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                  ***Important Information for 6th & 7th Graders*** 
 

 Course Selections & Teacher Recommendations 
Teacher recommendations for the 2006-2007 school year will be completed by sixth and 
seventh grade teachers in early February.  The counselors will be visiting the classroom 
beginning February 15 to discuss elective choices with the students.   The students will choose 
the electives they would like  to take for the next school year, and will bring their teacher 
recommendation forms home for parents  to  approve and sign.   Students must return their 
course selection forms with a parent’s signature by March 10th.   Counselors will use these 
course selection sheets to build your child’s next year’s schedule.  Any  student who  does not  
return their  signed  course  selection  form will  be  registered  for  the  electives he/she  
chose in  the  classroom, and  the academic placement will be determined by the teacher’s 
recommendation.   If you have questions about teacher recommendations, please contact that 
teacher directly.  For any other concerns about course selections, please call your child’s 
counselor.  
 
Resource 
All eighth grade students at River Bend Middle School have a Resource period every other 
day for the entire year.  Resource is 90 minutes in 8th grade.  If your child is enrolled in 
Spectrum, they will have 45 minutes of Resource and 45 minutes of Spectrum during that 
block.  In 6th and 7th grade resource is taken opposite of the Music elective in the 6th grade or 
Music/Art elective in 7th grade for 45 minutes.  If your child is enrolled in Spectrum, they will 
have Spectrum in place of Resource. 
 
                           Important Considerations for Course Selection Process 
Parents, please remember that the school’s goal is for your child to have a successful middle 
school experience.  We feel that all children should be challenged to reach their highest 
potential.  Please carefully consider the classes you and your child will choose for next year.  
It is recommended that a student currently have a high “B” average or above to register 
for an honors course. Please pay close attention to teacher recommendations.  They see 
your child in the academic setting, and their recommendations should be valued.  Grades 
are not the only thing to consider when deciding whether or not to take an honors course.  
Honors students are expected to spend more time on homework, have more independent 
studies, and might be graded more heavily on projects and class assignments.  Please consider 
your child’s extracurricular activities as you make these choices.  
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8th Grade Information 

 
 

 

 
 

 
   
 
Applications for the Science Academy at Dominion High School are due to Mrs. Robinson no later than 
Wednesday, February 22. 
Final applications along with letters of recommendations will be due to the Academy no later than 
Wednesday, March 1. 

 
PFHS Activities Fair 

March 17, 2006 
 PFHS will present to our 8th grade students information about all freshman after school activities/clubs choices. 
Our students will have the opportunity to ask questions and gather information about all 9th grade after school activities. 
This forum will take place at Potomac Falls High School. 
 

 
 

High School Counselors Visited 8th Graders 
January 26th & 27th  

 The PFHS counselors visited our 8th Graders during Science classes to register them for 9th grade. Your child will 
be bringing home teacher recommendations/course request forms for them classes they have been advised to take next 

year. There is a space for you to make your selection if you disagree.  Please sign and return these forms to your child’s 8th 
Grade Counselor. 

 
8th Grade Special Performance 

 On March 9th and 10th, all 8th grade students will have the opportunity to attend an assembly presented by the 
Northern Virginia Aids Ministry entitled “Face to Face”.  This is an educational program that will be offered through 
Health classes.  Parent permission will be sent home the end of February.   You must sign and return this form for your 
child to be allowed to participate. 
 

                                 
Rising 6th Grade Parent Orientation  

February 23, 2006 
This meeting will provide information to PARENTS who will have a child attending our school.  This meeting will be 
held in the auditorium of River Bend Middle School starting at 7:00 p.m.  An orientation is planned later in the spring for 
your children to attend.  
 
                                                             Mentor Activity 
The mentors will meet with their students in February to enjoy a charade-a-thon, snacks, and some time together. 
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Potomac Falls High School’s CAMPUS Program 
 

CAMPUS, College Achievement -- a Minority Program for Unique Students, invites interested students currently 
in the eighth grade to apply.  CAMPUS, a project of LCPS’ Guidance Services, is an academic and college 
preparation initiative beginning its fourth year in the 2005-2006 school year.  CAMPUS seeks to provide support 
and encouragement to students who demonstrate the ability to achieve academic success and college admission. It 
supports students through: 
• Academic Enrichment and Support, 
• Development of Self Advocacy Skills, 
• Mentorship Opportunities, 
• College and Scholarship Preparation, 
• Careful Course Selection, and 
Community Service Projects and Activities. 
 
The eighth grade counselor will present a CAMPUS information session to students.  After the student hears the 
presentation by the counselor and decides to apply, the student should: 
Complete CAMPUS Application for Freshmen and return it to the 8th Grade guidance counselor no later than 

Friday, March 10, 2005. 
Ask a parent/guardian to complete the parent/guardian section of the application. 
Complete the top of the two teacher recommendation forms and give one to each of two current teachers to complete 

and return to the guidance counselor. 
Plan to participate in an interview with the selection committee at the time announced by the guidance counselor.  

  
Selected students will be expected to participate in the CAMPUS Summer Seminar on June 28 & 29 and a 
CAMPUS class that will meet for one block throughout the school year. 
 
Selection is based on a variety of factors to include: 
Potential aptitude for post-secondary education 
Leadership Skills 
Demonstrated interest in advanced topics 
Creativity 
Current or previous standardized test measures 
 
Selected CAMPUS students and their parents/guardians will be invited to an evening information session prior to the 
end of the school year. 
 

Attention all 6th grade parents and students:  
Ms. Dunn's name has changed to Mrs. Harper.   
Her new email address is :     AHARPER2@loudoun.k12.va.us  
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ALL BANDS 
Please take the opportunity weekly to check the Band website. You can link to the site from 
the RBMS homepage by clicking on ‘Staff’ then clicking on Mr. Steffens’ name. You will 
find current class assignments and important notices posted there. 
 
DISTRICT XVI MIDDLE SCHOOL FESTIVAL OF BANDS 
RBMS is again privileged to serve as the host site for this year’s paramount band event to be 
held on SATURDAY MARCH 4, 2006. Please check Mr. Steffens’ website for volunteer 
shifts and job descriptions. Last year’s event was an enormous success due in no small part to 
the 100+ student and parent volunteers that assisted. Please select a job and shift and e-mail 
Mr. Steffens with that selection as soon as possible. Two WALK-THROUGH SESSIONS 
for volunteers will be held from 9am-10am on SATURDAY FEBRUARY 18 AND 
FEBRUARY 25 at RBMS. It is essential that volunteers attend one or the other of these 
sessions in order to insure a smoothly run festival. 
 
BAND 7 
Congratulations on a job well done on your January 26 concert! Thank you to the parents and 
students who signed up for a Band Festival volunteer shift. Now the task begins for building 
next year’s 8th Grade Band. We are well on our way but need to complete the task of 
balancing the group’s instrumentation. Needed are students who are willing to switch to tenor 
saxophone, bass clarinet, contrabass clarinet, and tuba. Students interested should speak with 
Mr. Steffens regarding that switch.  
 
BAND 8  
After-school section rehearsals continue through the end of this month. Please check Mr. 
Steffens’ website for an updated listing of those rehearsals. Attendance is required and is 
essential for fine-tuning our performance on music for the PRE-FESTIVAL CONCERT 
scheduled for FEBRUARY 16 AT 7PM. The same concert dress used on the November 
concert will be needed for that performance. All parents are urged to sign up for a Band 
Festival volunteer shift at the concert. A table in the lobby will contain job descriptions and 
time slots. 

LIBRARY NEWS 
 

Come by to check out the new books purchased with 
book fair profits.  Mrs. Smith and Mrs. Cross spent part 
of the teachers’ workday buying recently requested 
books. 
 
The “Library Expert Crossword Challenge” is now in progress.  Do not forget to fill out a 
puzzle and return it to the library by February 24th for a chance to win a fabulous prize. 
 
Watch out for that old Cat  in the  Hat.  Our “Read Across America” celebration begins on 
March 2, Dr. Seuss’ birthday. 
 
Many students are now in the midst of projects requiring library time.  Remember that Mrs. 

Cross stays late on Wednesday and Thursday to help students with research.  A signed permission slip from a 
parent/guardian is required.  These are available in all House offices. 
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Guitar Central 
 

Welcome to guitar central! This column has been created to keep you informed of the goings on in 
River Bend’s 7th and 8th grade guitar program. In addition, this column will keep those of you with rising 
7th graders informed of the expectations for your children as they consider entering into the program next 
year. 

 
Upcoming Events 

  
7th Grade Concert: January 25 RBMS Auditorium 7:00 pm 

 
The Ensembles 

 
8th Grade:  This group of young guitarists just completed their winter concert on January 10th. I 

could expound for pages on their performance. It was astounding! I have never heard an ensemble perform 
with such energy and enthusiasm. I was also pleased with the turnout. The auditorium was full of 
enthusiastic and appreciative parents, friends, and former River Bend guitar players. There’s nothing like 

hearing yelling, shrikes and loud applause after each number! The most popular 
pieces by far were “Dream On”, “Evil Ways”, and “Hotel California”. “Dream On” 
elicited the most rousing applause as block 3 played the piece with earthquake-like 
intensity. We are in the process of choosing music for the next term and I can assure 
you that the spring concert will be even better (if that is possible). If you miss this 
one, shame on you for six months! 
 
7th Grade: River Bend’s 7th grade program is doing very well as they are making 

preparations for their first concert. I must say that this group of students, all 107 of them are extremely 
motivated and are working very hard. Moreover, they are starting to form an identity of their own. Group 
identity is the most important element of a successful ensemble group and this group is starting to gel. 
They are becoming more confident and are playing very well. Things will only get better and next year will 
be something to see! 

  
Advanced Group: The 8th grade advanced group is gearing up for their first performance, as they 

will open for the 7th grade concert on the 25th. “Faithful” is a good word to describe the members of this 
group as they show up every morning at 7:45 to rehearse difficult music.  

 
Rising 7th graders: If you are a parent of a rising 7th grader and your child is considering entering 

into the guitar program feel  free to contact me about the requirements for next year. 
 
Harmony, melody, portability, popularity, coolness, and a great accompanist. What other 

instrument can boast of so much usefulness? The guitar is king! 
 
Website: If you need further information please e-mail me at mcampayn@loudoun.k12.va.us   or 

visit my school website. 
 

Departments Cont. from p. 7 
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RBMS Spectrum 8th Graders Reap Benefits of 
LEF Grant Awarded to Dr. Talbot 
  
Last year Dr. Talbot wrote a curriculum for 8th 
grade Spectrum students to learn about ethics and 
integrity and was awarded a $300 Loudoun 
Education Foundation  (LEF) grant for a pilot 
study of the curriculum.  At the end of the unit, 
the participating 8th grade students 
overwhelmingly voiced their opinions that the 
study of ethics was valuable and should be 
included for study by all 8th grade Spectrum 
students.  Therefore, Dr. Talbot proposed it to the 
Spectrum teachers in Loudoun County and all 
enthusiastically embraced the curriculum. The 
grant was written and the LEF awarded an 
unprecedented amount in their fall 2005 awards.  
The Loudoun Education Foundation presented 
$2700 so that all Spectrum teachers could enact  
“Ethical Culture” in their Spectrum 8th grade 
classes.   
 
“Ethical Culture” includes a series of activities 
that include a Socratic Seminar about a reading, 
role playing, song writing, and poster creating.  
Original posters with cited quotes or situations 
about ethics will be displayed around school as 
the culminating activity of the unit. The goals of 
the study are to make the students aware and 
knowledgeable of what constitutes ethical 
situations and decisions and how to handle them.  
It is expected that these students will develop core 
values and an ethical culture within their classes 
and that ethical culture will be promoted and 
extended in all activities for life. 

SPECTRUM 
 
Seventh Graders Get Ready to Schedule for Eighth Grade 
Current seventh grade Spectrum students are reminded that when they sign up for 8th grade classes, Spectrum is 
on the course list and needs to be selected. 
 
Any student who has been identified for the gifted program in Loudoun County (Futura or Spectrum) is eligible to 
sign up for Spectrum in eighth grade.  Even if you haven’t attended Spectrum for the past year or two, we would 
love to have you join the Spectrum class. 
 
The eighth grade Spectrum class is a 45 minute class or half a block.  It is held every other day and is opposite the 
student’s resource class.  Therefore, eighth grade Spectrum students receive 45 minutes of Spectrum and 45 
minutes of resource. 
 
So if you’d like to take Spectrum in eighth grade please be sure to select Spectrum on your course schedule. 

Character Education 
 
The character trait for November/December was 
responsibility. The students completed an acronym poem 
in science. The character trait for January was respect. The 
students completed a journal entry in language arts. The 
character trait for February will be fairness. Fairness is 
defined as playing by the rules, taking turns and sharing, 
being open-minded, listening to others, not taking 
advantage of others, and not blaming others carelessly. 
 
The following students were recognized by the staff at 
RBMS for exhibiting good character. They were honored 
at a party before school. 
 
Arteaga, Kevin 
Baker, Jon 
Bradley, Glenn 
Bristow, Ian 
Broughton, Christena 
Burgos, Jeriko 
Camacho, Paul 
Campa, Tellie 
Clawson, Lauren 
Clifford, Ian 
Dickerson, Griffen 
 

Giebler, Ashley 
King, Gregory 
Kress, Alex 
Lotfi, Madhi 
McMahon, Andrew 
Middendorf, Patrick 
Pashtoon, Haywad 
Perez, Katherine 
Rohr, Nicolas 
Tester, Ashley 



10 



11 

Summer Camps and Scholarship Opportunities 
for Children of High Academic Abilities 

Please go to the websites given for further information about any of the following summer programs and scholar-
ships.  There are many early deadlines and postmark dates, so be sure to apply soon. 
 
Please send a note to Dr. Talbot if you would like 
to request further information about any of these  opportunities: 
 
*National Association of Gifted 
http://www.nagc.org/summer/intro.html 
 
*Jack Kent Cooke Foundation Scholarship  
Only For 7th Graders-Jack Kent Cooke Foundation Young Scholars. 
This is an incredible opportunity and scholarship! 
We had a winner 2 years ago. 
http://www.jackkentcookefoundation.org/jkcf_web/content.aspx?page=YounSch 
 
*Virginia Association for the Gifted   
Scholarships offered by the Virginia Association for the Gifted (VAG) are designed for those gifted and talented 
students who wish to attend academic or artistic programs during the summer months.   The scholarships are in 
amounts ranging from $100 to $300 and are available for students in grades K-12.  Applying for a scholarship 
through VAG does not constitute application to a specific program; the student must make direct application to 
the summer program of choice.  VAG scholarships are contingent upon acceptance into a program.  Scholarship 
checks are made payable to the program. 
For further information or to receive an application packet, please contact Dr. Talbot. or 
http://www.vagifted.org/scholarships.htm 
 
*Ferrum College Summer Enrichment Camp 
www.ferrum.edu/fcsec 
 
*Johns Hopkins Center for Talented Youth 
http://www.jhu.edu/summer/ 
 
*West Virginia Wesleyan Summer Gifted Program 
http://www.wvwc.edu/summergifted/ 
  
 
*William and Mary Summer Enrichment Program 
http://cfge.wm.edu/sep.php 
 
*UVA Summer and Saturday Enrichment Programs 
University of Virginia 
405 Emmet St. S., PO Box 400264 
Charlottesville, VA 22904-4264 
Contact: Karen Lelli Austin 
Telephone: (434) 924-3182 
Fax:  434-924-0747 
Email: kml4h@virginia.edu 
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Website: http://curry.edschool.virginia.edu/go/enrich 
The Summer Program is a 2-week residential program for rising 5-11th graders emphasizing development of 
research, critical thinking and problem-solving skills. 
SCHOLARSHIP: 
For the University of Virginia Scholarship Application for Summer Enrichment Program, see Dr. Talbot or con-
tact UVA’s Summer Enrichment Program. 
 
*Virginia Space Flight Academy 
7300 Kearsage Circle 
Wallops Island, VA 23337 
Contact: Robert W. Marshall 
Telephone: (866) 757-72223 Toll Free 
Email: spaceacademy@intercom.net 
Website: www.VaSpaceFlightAcademy.org 
Program Offered: Summer Only and w/e groups 
of 15-28.  Coed camp for 12-15 year old students. Build and launch model rockets, robotics and flight simula-
tion! Visit operational NASA, NOAA and Navy sites! 
  
*Global Youth Village  
1020 Legacy Drive, Bedford, VA 24523 
Contact: Mary Helmig, Telephone: (540) 297-5982 
Email: youthvillage@legacyintl.org 
Website: www.globalyouthvillage.org 
Program Offered: Summer Only 
International youth program for ages 13-18 in the foothills of Virginia mountains. Cross-cultural understanding, 
leadership training, and community service are focuses. 
 
*PAVAN - Performing and Visual Arts Northwest  
"Arts Alive" for rising 7th and 8th graders-Saturday morning workshop series. 
"Summer Regional Governor's School"  for rising 9th graders offers instruction in visual and performing arts. 
Two-week camp held at area high schools. 
Information may be obtained from jgreen@su.edu. 
www.loudoun.k12.va.us/instruction/gt/pavan.html 
 
*Congressional Day Camp 
3229 Sleepy Hollow Road, Falls Church, VA 22042 
Contact: Jennafer Curran, Telephone: (703) 533-9711 
Email: info@congocamp.org 
Website: www.congocamp.org 
Program Offered: Summer Only 
Fun-filled acres of fields, woods, and streams provide the ideal setting for a summer day camp! Ages 3-14! 
Please visit our website for details. 
                                (Continued) 
 
*iD Tech Camp: Hands-On Technology Fun! 
Located at over 30 universities nationwide, including University of Virginia, UNC-Chapel Hill, Georgetown 
University, and Emory University 
Contact: Client Services 
Telephone: 1-888-709-TECH (8324) or 408-871-2227 
Email:requests@internalDrive.com 
Website: www.internalDrive.com 
Program Offered: Summer Only - Weeklong, day and overnight, hands-on technology camps for ages 8-17 at 
universities nationwide. Create digital movies, video games, web pages, music, and more. Mention promo code 
CA84. 
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*The Summer Institute for the Gifted 
Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, NY 
(See other locations below) 
Summer program for academically talented students including an academic program of introductory and col-
lege level courses, cultural courses and traditional recreational summer camp activities. 
Program Information: 
Coed - grades 4th-11th - residential - 3 weeks in July-August - Student must show evidence of high academic 
ability and/or achievement (call or write for eligibility criteria) - Session Dates: Vassar College I: June 26-July 
16, 2004; Vassar College II: July 18-August 7, 2004 - cost $3175 
Other Locations: 
The Summer Institute for the Gifted is also held at other prestigious academic institutions:  Amherst College in 
Amherst, Massachusetts, Oberlin College in Oberlin, Ohio, and Bryn Mawr College in Bryn Mawr, Pennsyl-
vania. Call or write for session dates. 
Contact:  College Gifted Programs 
120 Littleton Road Suite 201, Parsippany, NJ 07054-1803 
Telephone: (866) 303-4744,(973) 334-6991 
Fax:   (973) 334-9756 
Email:   info@cgp-sig.com   Web Site:  www.giftedstudy.com 
**************************************************************************************** 

(Continued from page 12) 
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TEAM RAVENS CORP: ROBOTICS CLUB FALL UPDATE/ SPRING PREVIEW 
 

On Nov. 19th, ten River Bend Student’s participated in the FIRST LEGO League Regional 
Tournament held at Eagle Ridge Middle School.  The theme of this  year’s  challenge was Ocean  
Odyssey.  The not-for-profit FIRST which   encourages and  sponsors robotics competitions in high 
school teamed with Lego to develop this program based on the Lego Mindstorm product.  This 
competition for children ages 9-14 years old includes four areas.  These are  the robot performance 
where the team’s robot had 2.5 minutes to complete given tasks, a design presentation where they 
were judged on the robot’s design, a project presentation where the team was judged on its research 
and design for a given topic (this year ocean activity), and finally a teamwork presentation.  The day 
began with opening ceremonies at 9 am and  concluded  with  awards at 4:30 pm.    The day was 
filled with the judging, 4 times   in the  performance  area  (one practice and 3 trials where the best 
score was taken), checking out the competition and some practice times for last minute updates.  The 
team had a solid performance placing in the middle of the field of 8 teams for their division.  Funding 

to enter the competition and upgrade the robotics system was provided through a grant from our PTA. 
 
The River Bend Middle School, which met 4 hours a week for 8 weeks, did an excellent job.  Team members were Burke 
Andrus, Chris Belin, Matthew Clark, Kevin Lin, Luke Livingston, Chris Peesel, Austin Priest, Ryan Tatman, Jamal Washington, 
and Harrison Williams.  Parent Volunteer Marion Clark  was  the team coach and Dr. Carol Talbot was the staff liaison for the 
team. Other parents assisting were Ann Priest, Julie Belin, and Lynette Tatman.  Team members signed up through information 
over the morning announcements and on the club board.  Unfortunately, FIRST Lego rules specify only 10 members. 
 
The club will resume this spring and be opened to 24 students (12 at each session).  Sign ups will begin again Jan. 24th  for two 
sessions a week for 9 weeks (beginning the week of Feb. 6th  and ending the week of April 5th).  The club will meet during club 
time after school, one on Mondays and one on Wednesdays. The focus this spring will be on just one of the tasks given for this 
past challenge.  Brainstorming, prototype development and final robot building will be some of the topics covered.  Please sign 
up using the activity form in the newsletter placing Robotics Club in the activity line and circle our preferred day, Monday or 
Wednesday or use a form from the activity board.  Return forms to Dr. Talbot or your house office. 

LITERARY MAGAZINE 
 
Literary Magazine - the literary Magazine of River Bend Middle School, Quoth the Raven, is now 
accepting literary works for submission. We are accepting poems, short stories, long stories, songs, 
pictures, sketches, photographs, comics, etc. Parents - please encourage your child to submit something 
for spring publication. Students - this is your magazine, so have fun and be creative. We are hoping to 
have an even better magazine than last year, so send us your creations. Items should be submitted to 
Mrs. Pearson in room B16, to her mailbox in the front office, or submitted through email to 
mpearson@loudoun.k12.va.us  

TIMOTHY CREW 
 
February is the month of love!   Join us as we discuss "Everlasting Love".   Timothy                                                          
Crew is an after-school, Christian club open to all.   We meet the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of each month 
in the health room.   Join us on February 2 and 16. 
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September 4 Holiday (Labor Day) 
September 5 First Day of School for Students 
October 9 Holiday (Columbus Day) 
November 3 End of First Grading Period 
November 6-7 Student Holiday (Planning/Records/Conference Days) 

November 22-24 Holiday (Thanksgiving) 
December 22-29 Winter Break (Classes Resume January 2) 

January 1 Holiday (New Year’s) 
January 15 Holiday (Martin Luther King Jr. Day) 

January 25 End of Second Grading Period 
January 26 Moveable Student Holiday (Planning/Records/Conference Day)* 

February 19 Holiday (Presidents’ Day) 
April 2-6 Holiday (Spring Break) 
April 12 End of Third Grading Period 
April 13 Student Holiday (Planning/Records/Conference Day) 

May 28 Holiday (Memorial Day) 
June 19 Last Day of School for Students/End of Fourth Grading Period 

NOTE: Parents with child-care or other weekday scheduling concerns - Dates of the Moveable Planning/
Records/Conference Day between first and second semesters may change if the school calendar must be 

changed due to school closings for inclement weather or other emergencies 

Around our Community 
Source: http://www.fcps.edu/DHR/oec/recal06.htm 

Feb 1-28  +National Black History Month Recognizes achievement and contributions by African-Americans.  Begun 
by Howard University historian Carter G. Woodson in 1926 who chose 

February because it included birthdays of Abraham Lincoln and Frederick 
Douglas. 

Opportunity to discuss the contributions of 
African-Americans to the development of the 

United States.  

Feb 12 +Birthday of Abraham Lincoln Recognizes 16th President of U.S. who preserved the Union during the Civil 
War and issued the Emancipation Proclamation.  

Opportunity to discuss the principles and 
qualities which Lincoln used to lead the nation 

through the Civil War. 

Feb 14-18 Brotherhood/Sisterhood Week Promotes cooperation and justice among all religious, racial, and ethnic 
groups in U.S.  It is sponsored by National Conference for Community and 

Justice the third week in February. 

Opportunity to discuss the issues of eliminating 
racism and other forms of prejudice.  

*Feb 15 +Nehan (Nirvana Day) Commemorates the death of Buddha and his entrance into Nirvana. Students and employees for whom this is a time 
of religious significance could be absent. 

Feb 15 +Death of Buddha Japanese observe this date, but, as with some other Buddhist observances, 
the event is celebrated at different times in different countries.   

Opportunity to discuss similarities and 
differences among major religions as related to 

the POS. Students and employees for whom this 
is a time of religious significance could be 

absent. 

Feb 15 +Birthday of Susan B. Anthony Recognizes American reformer and leader of women's suffrage movement. Opportunity to discuss the struggle for equality 
by women in American society. 

Feb 20 Washington's Birthday and Presidents' 
Day 

Honors the first president of the U.S. and leader in the American Revolution, 
who was born on February 22, 1732. Observed on the third Monday in 

February. 

Opportunity to discuss George Washington's 
leadership qualities and his contributions to the 
establishment of American form of government. 

FCPS schools and offices closed. 

Feb 28 Mardi Gras ("Fat" Tuesday) A day of parades and revelry preceding the Christian season of Lent.  Also 
known as Shrove Tuesday in Britain or Faschung in German speaking 

countries. 

Opportunity to discuss differences among 
Christian religious denominations as related to 

the POS. 



16 

  
PTA 
News 

 

January,  
2006 

Message from the PTA 
 

Happy New Year Everyone, 
 
I would like to say a big THANK YOU to Kathy Lague, Susan 
Wise and Nancy Lasik for such a wonderful fundraiser.  They 
worked many, many hours to make sure it was a success - and it 
was.  Thank you so much ladies, for such a great job!!!   
 
To all of our parent volunteers who helped with the party, I would 
like to say thank you also.  It was a lot of fun and very rewarding 
for the students who worked hard to help support our school.  This 
school year has been wonderful!   
 
Please look for information on our upcoming Bingo night in 
February - a great way to get your family together and have fun.  
  
If you need any information, or have any questions or concerns 
about the PTA, please feel free to contact any of the officers.  We 
are here to work together with our fantastic school to help ensure a 
wonderful experience for our students and families here at River 
Bend.   
  
Michele Dillistin 
Michelle Johnson 
Barb Bailey 
Annette Brennan 

                               Reflections 
There was a huge and welcomed response to the Reflections Art Contest this year.  We are proud of all who submitted a 
piece of work. 
  
In the Visual Arts category, with 25 entries, 1st Place went to Kathleen Harrison for "Blue Sky and Purple Logic",  2nd 
Place to Amber Kilpatrick for "I Wonder Why We Can't Hang on the Moon", and 3rd Place to Paige Wazuka for "I Wonder 
Why the Waves Never Stop". 
  
In the Music category, 1st Place went to Rachael Diniega for "Disappearing Leaves", 2nd Place to Alexis Brouillette for 
"Lullaby", and 3rd Place to Britta Rollins for "I Wonder Why". 
  
In the Literature category, 1st Place went to Kelly O'Foran for "Two Weeks of Why", 2nd Place was tied between Michael 
Fay for "Soldier" and Nick Mogensen for "I Wonder Why", and 3rd Place to Rachael Diniega for "I Wonder Why We Have 
Friends". 
  
In the Photography category, 1st Place went to Nicole Teets for "Mountains in Banff National Park", 2nd Place to Jessica 
Setliff for "I Wonder Why Nature Is So Beautiful", and 3rd Place was tied between Matthew Johnson for "I Wonder Why 
Apples Are Different Colors" and Rachael Diniega for "I Wonder Why the Geese Stand That Way".  
  
Prizes were distributed to the students at school,  and awards will be handed out at an afternoon PTA meeting this spring 
after Districts.  The 1st Place entries were sent on to the District for judging all other entries are on display in the hall at 
school. 

Dining Out… 
A very warm Thank You to Boston Market for hosting 
an entire week at their restaurant!  To all the 
families and staff at River Bend, I hope you enjoyed the 
great food!  Thank you for supporting your school!      
Ready for something different? 
 
What?    River Bend Night at Pacific Restaurant 
When?    Wednesday - February 15     from   12 noon 
to 10pm 
Where?  Pacific Restaurant (Potomac Run Plaza) 
http://www.chengspacific.com 

 
Dine-in or take-out and Pacific 
will donate 15% (20% for take-
out) of the RBMS generated 
receipts to your school.  A flyer is 
required for RBMS to get credit.  

The flyer will come home with your student  before the 
15th… but why wait?  It’s online!  Print it out - post it 
on your refrigerator - mark your calendar!    Hope to 
see you there!  And, please be sure to thank them! 
 
Click on  Featured Restaurant of the Month under the 
Headlines and Features section of the  
River Bend home web page for more details.     http://
cmsweb1.loudoun.k12.va.us/rbms 
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American Red Cross 
Babysitter’s Training Course 

 
The next session of this popular course will be offered March 21st & 23rd.  The course is open to 
RBMS students between the ages of 11 and 15.  Classes will be held in the RBMS library from 
3:30pm until 6:30pm.  Full attendance on both dates (six hours of instruction) is required for 
certification.  Registration is by telephone.  The cost of the class is $55 and includes an instruction 
manual and certificate.  Parents must provide transportation home from the school and must come 
into the building to sign their child out – no walkers. 
 
To register your child for the March session, call Charlene Masse at (703) 430-4193 as soon as 
possible.  Space is limited and registration will be on a first come, first served basis.  Any students 
not placed in the March session will be given priority for the May offering of this course.  (There 
will be no class in April.) 
 
Completion of the following form and payment are required prior to the first day of the course.  
The $55 fee should be made payable to “American Red Cross”.  The form and check should be 
mailed or delivered to Charlene Masse at 46442 Saffron Court, Potomac Falls, VA 20165.  No 
refunds are given once a student is placed in a class. 
 
Students may bring a light snack.  No refreshments will be served. 
 
Questions?  Charlene Masse (703) 430-4193 or charleneandsteve@aol.com. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

Student name:__________________________ Age:_________________________ 
 
Parent name:___________________________ e-mail:________________________ 
 
Home address:_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Home phone:___________________________   
 
Parent cell phone:________________________         Work:______________ __    
 
Person to whom child may be released & phone:__________________________ 
 
 
Participant’s Waiver and Release: 
In consideration of being allowed to participate in the American Red Cross and River Bend Middle School 
PTA sponsored events and activities, I hereby release the River Bend PTA, its officers, its respective 
administrators, sponsors, advisors and lessors of premises used to conduct their events and activities from 
all claims, liabilities, or rights to damages from injuries or losses suffered to me directly or indirectly in 
participating in or traveling to River Bend PTA sponsored events. 
 
Student’s name __________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian’s Signature________________________________   Date:_______________ 
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