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Raven’s Roost::       A Message from the Principal 
 
I want to reiterate my commitment to providing 
your child with a rich curriculum that offers oppor-
tunities for exploration acknowledges different 
learning styles, and celebrates diversity.  I want you 
to feel empowered and informed.  I encourage you 
to engage in a dialogue with your child’s teachers, 
and I invite you to join us whenever your schedule 
permits.  Our vision for River Bend includes a 
warm caring and safe environment that contributes 
to the development of the whole child.  We will 
emphasize the six pillars of character and carry on 
the fight against bullying 

 
 
I would like to thank you  for participating in the 
annual school-wide fundraiser.  The money earned 
will enrich your Child’s experience here by provid-
ing a varied offering that includes clubs, intramural 
athletics, assemblies, field trips and a Broadway 
musical.  I urge you to join the PTA and volunteer 
your time to help us make River Bend the best 
school in Loudoun County. 
 

-  Bennett Lacy 
 

This month... 
   
October 5  New –to –RBMS 7th and 8th grade students’ Pizza Party, After school, Cafeteria 
October 10 Columbus Day—Student Holiday 
October 19 7-8 pm Odyssey of the mind Kickoff in the Library (see page  
October 25 Student Portrait Re-takes 
  Looking  Ahead... 
November 4 End of Grading Period 
November 4 Sixth Grade Party - 7 p.m. 
November  7-8 Student Holidays/Teacher Workdays 
November 14– 18 American Education Week 
November 14 Fund Raiser Delivery 
November 17 Band 8 Fall Concert – 7 p.m. 
November 18 Honor roll assembly  
November 23 – 25  Thanksgiving Holiday 
November 30 Fund Raiser Party 
December 12-15 Auditions for “42nd Street” 

If, due to a disability, you need assistance to enable you to participate meaningfully in a meeting or conference, etc., 
please contact Mr. Mike Surma at 703-444-7574 at least five working days prior to the meeting. 

 



Raven Clinic Tips 
Paula Bailey 
 
The River Bend clinic 
has been running full 
speed ahead since the 
start of school. I have 
had the opportunity to meet numerous 
parents, students and new faculty. To 
help the clinic function smoothly, it is necessary for parents to 
discuss with their child/children these important points: 
 
STUDENTS ARE NOT ALLOWED TO BRING 
MEDICATION TO SCHOOL. It must be brought 
to the clinic by the parent/guardian. 
Parents and students need to be aware that the 
school clinic DOES NOT stock any type of 
cold/allergy medication or decongestants. This 
includes throat lozenges/cough drops. If students 
need to take any of this type of medication, I must 
have the medication in its original container, and 
precise written instructions for administration. For 
your convenience, in this newsletter is a copy of the 
form for the Authorization of Medication 
Administration. Please complete it and bring it to 
school along with the medication for your child. 
 
ALL PRESCRIPTION MEDICATION REQUIRES 
THE PHYSICIAN'S SIGNATURE AS WELL. 
The prescription label does not satisfy this 
requirement. Additional forms are available in the 
clinic, online and in this newsletter. 
I am unable to give your child acetaminophen if you 
did not complete this section on the Emergency 
Information Form; I must have confirmation in 
writing. Because acetaminophen in large amounts 
over a period of time may cause liver damage, I will 
give only 4 doses in a four-week period. Before a 
fifth dose is given the parent will be contacted. 
Please call our School Nurse, Mrs. Bailey, at 703- 
444-7575 during school hours if you need further 
information, medication forms or have questions. 

RBMS Yearbook 
Once again we will be using 
Jostens as our yearbook com-
pany.  Ordering information 
will be mailed from Jostens 
directly to your home the week 

of October 17.  You will be able to order the 
book over the phone, the internet or through the 
mail. 
 

RBMS Community 
The RBMS community can help the yearbook 
staff by providing pictures 
of our students  participating 
in fun activities outside of 
school.  You can send them 
in on disk or hard copy.  
Please label the pictures 
with the student’s name and 
the activities they are participating in.   
Forward them to Ms. Ellis or Ms. Melchione 
 in Computer Lab 3. 

We welcome all students to the Timothy Crew - 
an interdenominational Christian club. 
Join us on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of each 
month after school, beginning October 6. 
We will encourage each other in our daily life 
via games, discussions and fun.  Ms. 
Stephanie Johnson and Ms. Jennifer Owings 
are the faculty sponsors;  the club meets in the 
Health room. 

the magazine is looking for staff members to help put the magazine 
together for spring publication.  Staff meetings will be on Wednes-
days in room B16.  Also, we are looking for authors/artists to sub-
mit original work.  Anyone wishing to submit work (stories, poems, 
songs, artwork, drawings, etc) to be published in the magazine can 
drop it off with Mrs. Pearson in room B16.   



       

      
Counselor’s Corner             
The RBMS Guidance Department is so excited about this school year.  The first few weeks of school have been great.  The students are doing 
such an excellent job, and the 6th graders are transitioning nicely!  School wide, students have all filled out Guidance Surveys.  These surveys 
are used to determine student needs, and we are in the process of developing small groups to assist in these areas. 
 
In 6th grade, all students received packets on Study Skills, Test Taking Strategies and Time Management/Organization in resource the first two 
weeks of school.  They were asked to share this info with their parents. Please discuss this information with your child.  Middle school is a time 
in which effective studying, preparing for tests and keeping yourself organized is critical for success.  These lessons will also be conducted in 
7th and 8th grade during resource. 
 
We would like to introduce Stephanie Johnson to our Guidance Department.  Mrs. Johnson is working with Team A in 8th grade and our ESL 
Program this year.  She is a recent graduate from George Mason University.  Mrs. Johnson completed her internship in Fairfax County at an 
area middle school.  We are very excited to have her and we welcome her to our faculty. 
 
Loudoun County Public Middle Schools will be facilitating grade level classroom guidance.  This year all middle schools will be presenting the 
same topics to each grade level countywide to ensure consistency.  In 6th grade, the students will be taught mediation skills, bullying prevention, 
and coping strategies.  In 7th grade, the students will learn about various types of harassment, and how to handle uncomfortable situations.  
Eighth grade is dedicated to Academic Planning, in preparation for high school.   
 
Career Day 2005 is rapidly approaching.  This year it will be held on Thursday, November 17th, from 8:30-12:00.  If you or anyone you know 
would like to present their career to our students, please contact Gretchen Mostero.  Those of you who are familiar with our Career Day know 
that it is a huge event, with approximately 65 speakers who come to educate our students.  We are always looking for interesting presenters, 
who are willing to conduct four 30 minute sessions.  As always, we promise a delicious breakfast and lunch for all of our presenters and volun-
teers.  If you do not wish to present but instead can help in other ways (set up, clean up, guide, etc.) please contact Carol Kearney at carol-
cares@hotmail.com or 703-430-0425. 
 
Our Peer Mediators went to the Northern Virginia 4-Educational Center, in Front Royal on September 28th.  They had a fun filled day dedicated 
to team building, problem solving and improving their communication skills.  Our Peer Mediators are available to conduct mediations between 
RBMS students who may be having a conflict. They have been trained and are eagerly awaiting the opportunity to utilize their mediation skills. 
 
Our Mentoring Program will continue this year.  Mrs. Johnson will be coordinating this program, and some changes will be made.  Teachers are 
paired with students and establish and nurture a positive relationship with each other for the duration of the school year.  All the participants in 
this program get together after school once every 6 weeks for a fun group activity and refreshments.  Students will also be meeting with their 
mentor on an individual basis during school consistently.   
 
We will also offer a mentoring program utilizing our partnership with Potomac Falls High School.  The PFHS Peer Program will be assigned an 
8th grade RBMS student.  The high school students come over during 3rd block once a month to do fun activities and enrich our student’s lives.  
This program will be a small one.  Selection of students will be handled by the 8th grade Dean, 8th grade Counselors and 8th grade Teachers. 
 
Sherri Robinson will be the contact person for Thomas Jefferson High School of Science and Technology and the Academy of Science.  She 
will distribute and collect applications, please contact her with any questions.  Applications for both programs were made available the last 
week of September.  Dr. Carol Talbot, our Spectrum teacher, will be offering an after school test prep course in the fall.   
 
It is suggested that you allow your child to have a quiet space at home to do homework.  They should have a set time that you expect them to 
get homework done, preferably when an adult is around who may be able to help them.  Working for 20-30 minutes and then taking a 5 minute 
break before getting back to work is an acceptable system for completing homework.  Students should be able to work uninterrupted and undis-
turbed during homework time, we know this is difficult sometimes in busy households, but it is important to make homework a top priority in 
your home.   
 
We look forward to a great year with your children!  The RBMS Guidance Department enjoys a positive working relationship with the parents 
of River Bend.  We feel it is extremely important to involve you in your child’s progress in school.  You are your child’s greatest resource and 
advocate. Let’s work together to ensure their success at River Bend Middle School! 
 
 



       Loudoun’s School/Community Executive Coalition Council   
                                 (L.S.C.E.C.C.) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Press Release Article for your Newsletter: September 8, 2005 
 
 
Loudoun County Schools/Community Coalitions are in place to support our community in an effort to reduce alcohol 
and drug abuse.  The Executive Coalition Council coordinates the four community coalitions operating across Loudoun 
County. 
 
This fall, many of our youth will be celebrating Homecoming.  Too often these events are accompanied with parties 
where alcohol is made available to youth under the age of 21.  Underage youth frequently drink more heavily and reck-
lessly than adults.  According to the 2004 Communities that Care Survey, 61% of Loudoun County’s 8th,10th and 12th 
grade students reported drinking with 52% of 12th graders reporting they had been intoxicated on at least one occasion 
prior to the survey. 
 
Parents are the best protectors that young people have against underage drinking.  In order to protect the health, safety, 
and future of our children, parents and community members must be encouraged to take responsibility and give teens the 
clear message that there is no safe way to drink alcohol. 
 
Loudoun County Schools/Community Coalitions, in partnership with the Loudoun County Sheriff’s Office, Leesburg 
Police Department, Purcellville Police Department, George Mason University, Mothers’ Against Drunk Driving, Fairfax 
County Community Coalitions, and Substance Abuse and Addiction Recovery Alliance are introducing a public aware-
ness campaign this fall to inform parents that serving alcohol or condoning drinking at teenage parties is a health and 
safety problem with serious legal ramifications.  “Parents Who Host Lose the Most:  Don’t be a party to teenage 
drinking” is an effort to reduce underage drinking by decreasing the number of “house parties” where alcohol is avail-
able to teens.  The Ohio Parents for Drug Free Youth developed the program and is allowing us to use their model pro-
gram in our community. 
 
We are sending pledge cards to the parents of all high school students for them to sign and return to school by November 
30, 2005, where their name may be asterisked in the school directory indicating support for providing alcohol and drug 
free environments for our youth. 
 
Loudoun County Schools/Community Coalitions are open to the public and meet once a month.  They are focused on 
bringing alcohol and drug abuse awareness to our students and parents.  Please look for the upcoming seminars for par-
ents and opportunities for students to hear the message in school, as well as PSA’s.  We need parent volunteers to help 
make these goals a reality.  Please feel free to contact Janet Clarke, who is the acting Community Coalition Coordinator 
at (571) 252-1014, or the chair persons in your meeting area, if you would like to be involved.  
 
Community Coalition Chair Persons: 
 
Eastern Loudoun Area                      Ashburn Area                           Leesburg Area  Western Loudoun         
S.E.L.F.             C.A.R.E.Y.                               L.U.C.Y.             C.O.P.E. 
Tricia Anderson                                Betsy Goodwin                        Linda Kinney            Rhonda Wells 
triciaanderson@adelphia.net            mattandbetsyg@yahoo.com lmkinneylcsw@adelphia.net bdwrww@aol.com 
             Kate Trotter             Anna Lapedtoda            Sue Khalil 
             Kato152756@aol.com            alapetdo@loudoun.gov susankhalil@aol.com 
                                                                                                           Holly Chapple 
                 Chappy3132003@yahoo.com 
 
 



Introduction to Loudoun County Reads! 

What if everyone in Loudoun County read the same book? Strong communities can exist only when people trust each other enough 
to talk honestly about the issues that matter to them. 

One Book - One Community is a project sponsored by the Irwin Uran Gift Fund and the Loudoun County Public 
Library which seeks to connect the people of Loudoun County to each other through a story. 

During September and October 2005, the Loudoun County Public Library will offer numerous opportunities 
through reading and public programs for the community to discuss the themes of Karen Hesse's award-winning 
novel Witness. 

In this important book, the lives of two girls, one Jewish and one African-American, dramatically intersect when 
the Ku Klux Klan begins to take over a small Vermont town in the 1920s. The story of a community on the brink 
of disaster is told through the haunting voices of its inhabitants. 

Often surprising and always thought provoking, Witness will challenge you to define your beliefs about justice, 
compassion and human responsibility. 

River Bend is reading Witness 
7th grader Charles Burns and teacher Diane DeStefano pose with Witness author Karen Hess 



 
 

RBMS  
Odyssey of the Mind  

Kick-Off Meeting 
 
 
Odyssey of the Mind is a 5-7 student team based 
problem-solving competition. 
 
Students, get your friends and participate on a 
team. 
 
Parents, come join the fun and coach a team. 
 
 

Kick-Off Meeting 
 

Wednesday, October 19 
 

7:00-8:00 pm 



MINORITY STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE  
                         (MSAAC)  
KICKS OFF 2005-2006 SCHOOL YEAR 

AT PARK VIEW HIGH SCHOOL 
 

 The Minority Student Achievement Advisory Committee (MSAAC) will hold its first meeting of 
the 2005-2006 school year at Park View High School on September 22nd at 7:15 p.m.  At this meeting 
parents will be given information about the No Child Left Behind law and will be asked to give input 
about how the school system can help their children.  Child care will be available. 
 
 We are seeking representation from all ethnic/racial minorities who are parents, community mem-
bers, or advocates willing to participate in our meetings or wishing to be on our email list. With the ex-
ception of the September meeting, the committee will meet on the third Thursday of each month at 
Park View High School at 7:15 p.m., October through June. 
 

If you are interested in receiving monthly meeting agendas and meeting notes, there are several 
ways to get on our email or U.S. Mail lists:  
 
1. Complete the form below and send it by U.S. mail or by your local school courier to Sharon D. 

Ackerman, Assistant Superintendent for Instruction, Administration Building. 
2. Send an email to Debbie Henry, Secretary to the Assistant Superintendent for Instruction, at 

dhenry@loudoun.k12.va.us 
3. Call Sharon Ackerman’s office at 571-252-1300 and tell Debbie Henry that you are interested in 

receiving MSAAC agendas and meeting notes. 
4. Ask your local school principal to send in your name and phone number to Sharon Ackerman. 
 
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" 

 
I AM INTERESTED IN PARTICIPATING ON THE MSAAC COMMITTEE 

(Please print clearly) 
 

Name_____________________________________ Home Phone__________________ 
 
Address___________________________________ Work Phone___________________ 
 
             ____________________________________ Email________________________ 

_____ Parent _____ Student  _____  Other:________________________ 
 
Children in Loudoun County Public Schools:     Grade_____ School_________________ 

     Grade_____ School_________________ 
     Grade_____ School_________________ 

 
All correspondence will be sent via email unless indicated by a check mark in this box (a check 
mark will result in items being sent to you via U.S. Mail)    
 
Send this completed form to: 

Sharon D. Ackerman, Assistant Superintendent for Instruction 
      21000 Education Court, Ashburn, VA  20148 



  

PTA Board Report – October 
Welcome! 
 
 

It has been a wonderful 1st month of school at River 
Bend.  I would like to begin with great thanks to all 
who have helped make the start of the year so smooth.   

 
To all the volunteers who took time out to help assem-
ble first day packets in August, it was a huge job and 
you did a fantastic job.  Thanks also to our VIE's Mary 
Murray and Renee Williams who put in many hours 
getting our e-mail system up and running for the begin-
ning of school.  If you are not receiving emails and 
wish to, please contact Mary at 
ravnfan@themurrayfive.com, or Renee at gregre-
neew@adelphia.net.  Please also make sure you sign in 
at the office when you volunteer so they can keep track 
of your hours.    
 
A HUGE thank you to Kathy Lague, Nancy Lasik and 
Susan Wise for putting together the fantastic fundraiser 
this year.  The products are top quality and our school 
earned 51% of all the proceeds.  If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Kathy, Nancy or Susan.   
 
A special thank you to all the teachers and staff for a 
wonderful first month, and to all the parents who came 
to school the first week to help with lockers.  This made 
for a much smoother transition to school.   
 
Thank you to our hospitality committee, Helen Dorsey 
and Kirsten Gloeckner for putting together the fabulous 
staff welcome back breakfast.  We enjoyed meeting the 
teachers and helping them ease back to school for an-
other wonderful year.  Helen and Kirsten will host sev-
eral special events for our staff this year. 
 
If you have not signed up for PTA membership, please 
consider joining.  Forms came home on the first day of 
school, and extra forms are in each of the house offices.  
Thank you to Linda Russ for a great job organizing the 
membership drive. 
 

The annual Reflections program is under-
way.  Your child can pick up an entry form in their 
house office, Art and music classes.  
  
The Intramurals program is up and running with the 
first session beginning on Monday September 19 and 
ending  on Thursday October 27th. Information about 
the 2nd session will be in the November newsletter. 
 
Our monthly PTA meetings will be held in the school 
library starting with our first meeting on September 
27th at 3:30.  A calendar of events was sent home in 
the first day packets with all the activities planned so 
far this year.  Occasionally, we may add activities 
so please check the monthly newsletter or the 
school’s website for more information.  We do have a 
change in meeting times as outlined in the new 
schedule below: 
 
September 27  3:30pm 
October 25   7:00pm 
November 22   3:30pm 
December  NO MEETING (changed from the origi-
nal schedule) 
January 24  3:30pm  
February 28   7:00pm 
March 28   3:30pm 
April 25   7:00pm 
May 23 7:00pm (changed from the original schedule) 
June 6   3:30pm 
  
Thank you for volunteering your time and making 
difference in your child's education. 
Have a great month!! 
 
Michele Dillistin  President 
Michelle Johnson  Vice President 
Annette Brennan  Secretary 
Barb Bailey  Treasury 

PTA 
News 

 

October,  
2005 



 
 

 
 

 
 

Fundraiser 
 
Our main fundraising event of the year was a 
great success!  In school delivery will be on 
November 14 and students will bring home all 
their orders in carry - friendly boxes.  If students 
have a large number of orders, parents will need 
to pick up the order that afternoon/early eve-
ning. If you will need to pick up the order, you 
will be notified by flyer coming home in ad-
vance with your student. 
 
All students who have sold at least seven items 
will be invited to our Rock'n'Roll party 
on November 30.  We will play "Race the Pig" 
at the party.  Signed Parent Permission slips will 
be required to attend this party.  Additional in-
formation will be coming home in late October.   
 
Look for the final amount the PTA raised in the 
November Raven news. 
Thank you in advance for your order and your 
support of our school. 
 
Kathy Lague, Nancy Lasik, Susan Wise 

Reflections 
 
The PTA Reflections Art Contest for 2005-2006 has 
been presented to all the students.  The theme this 
year is "I Wonder Why...?" and lends itself well to 
the child's mind.  The contest is an opportunity for 
students to express themselves creatively and imagi-
natively in four separate areas:  Literature, Music, 
Photography, and Visual Arts.  All work must be 
original and student-generated.  We are expecting a 
lot of fantastic entries! 
  
Contest rules and other information are available in 
packets, which students may request from their mu-
sic, art and English teachers.  The packets are also 
available in the front office and on the Reflections 
banners throughout the school, and the entry form 
will be on the school website.  Entries should be de-
livered to the Reflections box in the front of-
fice starting October 11 and by the deadline, Novem-
ber 9.  Good luck! 
  
Carol Diniega 
Michelle Johnson 
 

Restaurant Fundraising 
 

A big “THANK YOU!” to Fox Chase for sponsoring our first Restaurant  Night .  To all who partici-
pated we hope you enjoyed the good food and good company.  Thank you for supporting your school!   

 
How about some Fresh Mex?  Wednesday, Oct. 19, it’s River Bend Day at Chevy’s.  DINE IN or 
TAKE OUT between 11 a.m. and 10 p.m. and Chevy’s will donate 15% of the proceeds to the school. 
(Don’t forget to present the flyer/coupon when you pay)   

 
 A reminder flyer will come home with your student before  the 19th… but why wait?  It’s online!      
Print it out; post it on your refrigerator; mark your calendar!  Invite some Fresh Mex fans!  Email the 
flyer!   http://cmsweb1.loudoun.k12.va.us/rbms/site/default.asp 

  
See you there! 
Chevy’s – Dulles Town Center, 21100 Dulles Town Circle (right next to the main entrance) 
(703) 444-5989 
 
Linda Brothers 
Restaurant Chair 



 

American Red Cross 
Babysitter’s Training Course 

 
The next two sessions of this popular course will be offered October 24 & 26 (Mon/Wed) and November 15 & 
17 (Tues/Thurs).  Classes are open to RBMS students between the ages of 11 and 15.  Classes will be held in 
the RBMS Library from 3:30pm until 6:30pm.  Full attendance on both dates (six hours of instruction) is re-
quired for certification.  Registration is by telephone.  The cost of the class is $55 and includes an instruction 
manual and certificate. Parents must provide transportation home from the school and must come into the build-
ing to sign their child out – no walkers. 
 
To register your child for either the October or November session, call Charlene Masse at (703) 430-4193 as 
soon as possible.  Space is limited and registration will be on a first come, first served basis.  Any students not 
placed in the October or November session will be given priority for the winter and spring offerings of this 
course. 
 
Completion of the following form and payment are required prior to the first day of the course.  The $55 fee 
should be made payable to “American Red Cross”.  The form and check should be mailed or delivered to Char-
lene Masse at 46442 Saffron Court, Potomac Falls, VA 20165.  No refunds are given once a student is placed in 
a class. 
 
Students may bring a light snack.  No refreshments will be served. 
 
Questions?  Charlene Masse (703) 430-4193 or charleneandsteve@aol.com. 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
Student name:__________________________  Age:_________ 
 
Parent name:___________________________  e-mail:_____________________________ 
 
Home address:____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home phone:___________________________ Parent cell phone:__________________________ 
 
Work:_____________________________     
 
Person to whom child may be released:________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ____________________________ 
 
Participant’s Waiver and Release: 
In consideration of being allowed to participate in the American Red Cross and River Bend Middle School PTA sponsored 
events and activities, I hereby release the River Bend PTA, its officers, its respective administrators, sponsors, advisors and 
lessors of premises used to conduct their events and activities from all claims, liabilities, or rights to damages from injuries 
or losses suffered to me directly or indirectly in participating in or traveling to River Bend PTA sponsored events. 
 
Student’s name __________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian’s Signature________________________________   Date:_______________ 
 



BAND 6 
Welcome to the RBMS Band Program! Thank you to those who participated in the Au-
gust pre-season clinics, the attendance at which accounted for approximately 50% of the 
current Band 6 enrollment. Your presence at those clinics 
allowed the classes to get a jump start and move quickly 
through the first month of playing. Brass players are re-
minded to keep valves oiled. Reed players are reminded to 
keep at least 4 working reeds on hand, and percussionist 
are reminded to keep up the good work note-name memo-
rization. All students should keep a stash of pencils in 
their case. All cases should have luggage tags on them. 
Extra help is available after school on most Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays. Students should check the 
schedule posted in the Band room, sign up for a day, and 
return a signed permission slip. Band 6 students who are 
non-beginners are encouraged to speak with Mr. Steffens regarding participation opportu-
nities for All-District 16 Band Auditions scheduled for December 2005 and the Band 7 

BAND 7 
Thank you for a great start! Your dedication and determination to participate in a truly 
fine 7th grade band experience is outstanding. I thank you for all you have done and am 
looking forward to all that you will do this year. I am requesting that as many Band 7 stu-
dents as possible audition for the All-District 16 Band in December. Information packets 
are forthcoming but the audition will call for any 2 of 5 major scales, chromatic scale, and 
sight-reading. January concert music will be distributed towards the end of October. 
Please take time now to add the five after-school rehearsals to your busy December and 
January calendar. 
 
BAND 8  
Thank you for choosing Band 8 this year. It has been a distinct pleasure working with you 
so far. At this point, you are already well ahead of the past 8th grade bands but you have 
much to accomplish before your November 17 Concert at RBMS. At this time, I am still 
working to switch students to tuba, baritone sax, euphonium in order to balance the band’s 
sound. Thank you to all those who tried a new instrument and especially to those who 
made the commitment to play a needed instrument for the good of the group. December 
will bring All-District 16 Band Auditions. All Band 8 students will prepare 5 majors 
scales, chromatic scale, and participate in sight-reading. Our goal is to place the most stu-
dents of any county middle school in this honor band. If you are not already aware, RBMS 
has again been selected as the host site for this year’s District 16 Middle School Festival 
of Bands. We will need all Band 8 students and parents to assist in executing a smoothly 
run festival on Saturday March 4. Our goal is to make the students and director of each 
visiting band feel ‘right at home’ as they perform for their state rating in front of a distin-
guished panel of four judges.  



 
The RBMS Homework Hotline is a phone messaging system to update students and parents  

about daily homework assignments.                                     
 

The Homework Hotline is accessed from 4:30 PM to 7:30 AM by dialing 
 

703-444-7574. 
 

At the prompt, enter the three-digit teacher number from below. 
 

If the phone continues to ring with no answer, please try again. 
Continued ringing means the system is in use by another caller. 

  
Teacher Name 

  
Box Number 

 
Teacher Name 

  
Box Number 

Agunsday, Deborah 201 Houtz, Erin 292 
Andary, Leah 240 Huffman, Edith 267 
Arnold, Leslyn 249 Johnston, Sue 289 
Beijan, Minu 295 Jordan, Nicole 239 
Belin, Julie 203 Krowe, Judith 270 
Binger, Rachel 251 Latsha, Ed 244 
Brown, Al 204 Lilore, Jerry 294 
Brown, Kristi 205 Maas, Amanda 287 
Brown, Sherry 206 Manning, Bernadette 242 
Butler, Holly 279 Matheson, Susan 214 
Campayno, Mark 286 McGary, Susan 277 
Canfield, Marsha 291 McMillan, Jana 259 
Carte, Danielle 234 Mesko, Amber 247 
Clough, William 263 Meyer, Annette 248 
Collins, Claire 209 Mobley, Stacy 210 
Conners, Matthew 211 Moran, Sheila 250 
Cook-Shultz, Lisa 212 Nawrot, Paul 280 
Crain, Diane 227 Nelson, Jeanne 264 
Cummings, Ron 215 Northern, Kristen 225 
Davis, Linda 216 O’Neill, Shannon 276 
Dehnbostel, Jan 281 O'Neill, Gayle 253 
DeStefano, Diane 217 Owings, Jennifer 254 
Dills, Kathi 218 Pearson, Marie 268 
Dungan, Jarrod 220 Petersen, Krista 258 
Duvel, Karen 222 Plucker, Scott 207 
Earhart, Lisa 223 Rascoe, Jewel 260 
Eaton, Al 224` Roos, Mary Lee 221 
Englehardt, Nancy 226 Root, Clarence 261 
Epperson, Kristin 252 Salem, Linda 262 
Fair, Evelyn 265 Sestric, Laura 200 
Field, Tammy 257 Shallis, Kip 266 
Frank, Sara 243 Slifka, Rachel 256 
Fuchs, Cheryl 228 Steen, Sheila 271 
Giese, Cindy 230 Steffens, Brian 272 
Gold, Clifford 255 Talbot, Carol 273 
Guerrero, Miriam 233 Tiffany, Ann 235 
Haegele, Erin 208 Tselides, Steve 274 
Hardee, Kim 242 Turgeon, Bill 275 
Haug, Sarah 231 Weber, Bob 278 
Hockman, Jeff 269 Wegeng, Maryse 283 
Hood, Sandra 236 Whitener, Misty 241 

Hornick, Sharon 237 **REVISED    8/30/05**  
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**Assignments are 
taped over previous 
message each day, so 
please check daily.** 

 



ACADEMY OF SCIENCE 
At Dominion  High  School (703) 444-7426  

ADMISSIONS 2005-2006 
September 6 AOS Application Process and calendar posted on AOS website. 
 
September 26 Applications available in print at LCPS schools and on website. 
 
October 1 Stanford 10 test date for private school students at Dominion High School 
 
2006 
Wednesday, Jan. 4 @ 7:00 pm & Saturday, January 7 @ 9:00 am Parent/student info sessions @ AOS 
 
Wednesday, Jan 25 @ 7:00 pm & Saturday, January 28 @ 8:00  Writing prompts at DHS for all  
        applicants (rising 9th, 11th, and 12th) 
 
Wednesday, Feb. 22 Applications due to counselors at the students home middle/intermediate/high school 
   counselors. 
 
Wednesday, March 1 Applications due to AOS/Jayne Fonash 
 
Friday, April 7  Decision letters mailed to student/parents 
 
Friday, April 7  Guidance Directors/counselors/principals notified of decisions  
 
TBD   Accepted student meeting  
 
Monday, May 1  Deadline to return decision to attend AOS to Jayne 
Fonash 

 
ACADEMY OF SCIENCE  
At Dominion High School 

(703) 444-7426 
George Wolfe, Director 



Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology  
Information 

 
 
The School 
 
Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology is a unique Fairfax County public school offering a 
comprehensive college preparatory program emphasizing the sciences, mathematics, and technology.  The school 
serves students from surrounding counties, including Loudoun County, selected on the basis of aptitude and interest in 
the biological, physical, mathematical, and computer sciences and who intend to pursue college preparation in the 
sciences, engineering, or related fields. Students apply for the freshman class during their 8th grade year. Students are 
selected based upon TJ test scores, letters of recommendations, resume of accomplishments, and interview. 
 
Open House 
 
Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology will hold an open house for potential applicants and their 
parents or guardians. Interested 6th, 7th, and 8th graders are invited to view the labs and talk to the teachers. 
 
 Saturday 
 October 15  
 8:30-12:00  
 5650 Braddock Road 
 Alexandria, VA  22312 
 
Application Process and Dates 
Schools begin distribution of applications  September 29 
Initial application and admissions test fee DUE By  October 24 
Test preparation classes (optional)   October 19, 26, November 09, 16 
Test        December 3 
Test Snow Make-Up Date     December 10 
Test Results      TBD 
Final Selection Portfolio     TBD 
Notification of Admission    April 6, 2006 
 
Applications 
 
Applications may be obtained from Mrs. Robinson, the 8th grade counselor.  
Applications and fees are due to Mrs. Robinson by October 24, 2005.   
If you wish to receive more information or apply to Thomas Jefferson, please see the Mrs. Robinson.   
 
Test Preparation Classes 
 
Classes specifically designed for the TJ test will be offered to students applying to Thomas Jefferson.  These classes 
will be held after school: 
 
 3:30-4:30  
 October 19, 26, November 9, 16  
 Health room next to cafeteria  
 The course will be taught by Dr. Talbot. 
 
More information about the test prep course and permission to attend is provided with the application packet. 
 
More Information 
 
More information can be obtained at http://information.tjhsst.edu 
or by calling TJ admissions at 703 750-8335 
 





RIVER BEND MIDDLE SCHOOL                   
“Home of the Ravens” 
46240 Algonkian Parkway 
Sterling, VA  20165 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

River Bend Middle School would like to extend their appreciation 

to GAM Printers for their continued support 

in the printing and labeling of our newsletter 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 


