
Welcome to the first edition of the River Bend Literary Maga-
zine. 
 
How boring is that???? 
 
Maybe you could be the one who decides the magazine’s 
name. 
 
·  Enter your idea(s) to Mr. Estock A3 by February 14th. 
·  Please print your name and grade along with your entry so 

we can give you credit. 
·  Prize! Winner gets gift card to McDonald’s!!! 

 
The fate of the magazine is in your hands!!!  
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Edgar Allan Poe was an extraor-
dinary writer and perhaps one of 
the most famous.  He is often 
called the “Tormented Genius” 
because of his hard life and the 
many sorrows he had to bear. 

Edgar was born in 1809.  
His father deserted his family 
when Edgar was very young, 
and his mother died when he 
was three.  Because he had no 
parents, he went to live with the 
Allan family in Richmond, Vir-
ginia.  He took Allan as his mid-
dle name in honor of this family.  
He was an excellent student.  
For college, he went to the Uni-
versity of Virginia.  Large debts 

gar and Virginia were married 
for ten years until Virginia died 
of illness.  Edgar’s health grew 
rapidly worse after her death.  
Almost all of his writings after 
this indicated death, sorrow, and 
loss of a loved one.  Alcohol 
definitely altered his mind.  He 
wrote about addiction, drunken-
ness and very morbid topics, 
and he only wrote his happy and 
glad stories and poems when 
his mind was clear.  In fact, “The 
Cask of Amontillado” showed his 
aggravation and disappointment 
with his addiction. 

He died at the age of 40 
on October 7, 1849 after ex-

Since we are the River Bend Ravens, we decided that it was fitting to publish The Raven in our Literary 
Magazine.  Here is an edited version. 

 

Once upon a midnight dreary, while I pondered weak and weary, 
Over many a quaint and curious volume of forgotten lore, 
While I nodded, nearly napping, suddenly there came a tapping, 
As of some one gently rapping, rapping at my chamber door. 
`©Tis some visitor,© I muttered, `tapping at my chamber door - 
Only this, and nothing more.© 

 

Open here I flung the shutter, when, with many a flirt and flutter, 
In there stepped a stately raven of the saintly days of yore. 
Not the least obeisance made he; not a minute stopped or stayed he; 
But, with mien of lord or lady, perched above my chamber door - 
Perched upon a bust of Pallas just above my chamber door - 
Perched, and sat, and nothing more. 

 

Then this ebony bird beguiling my sad fancy into smiling, 
By the grave and stern decorum of the countenance it wore, 
`Though thy crest be shorn and shaven, thou,© I said, `art sure no craven. 
Ghastly grim and ancient raven wandering from the nightly shore - 
Tell me what thy lordly name is on the Night©s Plutonian shore!© 
Quoth the raven, `Nevermore.© 
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accumulated, most likely be-
cause of drinking and gambling.  
After college, he took a job as 
an editor of a magazine, and he 
was happy writing.  Three years 
after he got the job, Edgar was 
fired because of his uncontrolla-
ble alcoholism.  At age twenty-
seven, he married his thirteen 
year old cousin, Virginia.  “The 
Raven,” perhaps his most fa-
mous poem, was published dur-
ing his marriage to Virginia.  
Also during this time, he wrote 
the very first detective story, 
“The Murders in the Rue 
Morgue.”  He is called the Fa-
ther of the detective story.  Ed-
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And the raven, never flitting, still is sitting, still is sit-
ting 
On the pallid bust of Pallas just above my chamber 
door; 
And his eyes have all the seeming of a demon©s that 
is dreaming, 
And the lamp-light o©er him streaming throws his 
shadow on the floor; 
And my soul from out that shadow that lies floating 
on the floor 
Shall be lifted - nevermore!  



Literature is a luxury; fiction is a neces-
sity. 

Gilbert K. Chesterton 

 

Develop an interest in life as you see it; 
the people, things, literature, music- the 
world is so rich, simply throbbing with 
rich treasures, beautiful souls and inter-
esting people.  Forget yourself. 

Henry Miller 

 

Literature and butterflies are the two 
sweetest passions known to man. 

Vladimir Nabokov 

I don’t know which is more discourag-
ing, literature or chickens. 

 Here are some 
funny quotes from famous authors.  
Hope you like them! 

 

Hemingway’s remarks are not literature. 

Gertrude Stein 

 

This is not writing at all.  Indeed, I could 
say that Shakespeare surpasses litera-
ture altogether, if I knew what I meant. 

Virginia Woolf 

 

Gossip is more popular than literature. 

Hugh Leonard 

 

E.B. White 

 

It takes a great deal of history to pro-
duce a little literature. 

Henry James 

 

All literature is gossip. 

Truman Capote 

 

The greatest masterpiece of literature is 
only a dictionary out of order. 

Jean Cocteau 
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 By Drake Khazal 
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The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane tells the story of Henry Fleming undergoing the hor-
rors of the Civil War while having an inner struggle that changes his life.  Set in the 1860’s during 
the Civil War, this book gives a strong impression of how terrible war is and how it takes a toll on a 
boy’s mind.  Through the struggles that Henry endured, one can realize how innocent a child is and 
how one event can change a person’s life forever. 

 This story takes the reader through several encounters one would expect in the Civil War.  
Henry Fleming decided to join the war for the excitement and glory that it would bring.  He was 
swept into army life: the boredom of camp life and the thrill and horrific danger of war.  In his first 
battle, Henry runs away because he is terrified and fears for his life, and then it turned out that his 
regiment won the battle.  Ashamed, he fled, and during his wanderings he tried to blame all his 
problems on other people such as the government, his comrades, and even his friend.  His mind 
was clouded.  These emotions of feeling sorry for himself recurred many times throughout the 
book.  He learned from his past mistakes and had courage as he fought really hard.  During his 
battles, he saw his fellow soldiers die and the misery war gave its victims, but these things contrib-
uted to him believing that he had become a man.  He had found himself. 

 Henry changed throughout the story.  He went though many events that would change him 
forever.  The main theme that this story gives is the fact that one event can change the way one 
looks at the world forever.  During soldier life, Henry is exposed to the terribleness of war.  He wit-
nesses unbearable suffering and horrible deaths such as that of a friend.  Many of the soldiers 
blamed mishaps on those in charge.  The men in the war curse and swear uncontrollably at their 
commanders, and Henry, as a young boy, sees this and starts to become like them.  This is a terri-
ble thing that happens to Henry, because, as a Christian, one believes that the innocence of a child 
must be protected at all costs.  All the suffering he sees takes a toll on his mind.  In a way, all these 
terrible things make him crazy.  He tries to escape it, but it seems to follow him and pester him until 
it practically drives him insane.  He doesn’t think anymore; he just does.  It is difficult for a reader to 
experience the theme of the novel, because it is relentless and terrifying.  He was finally healed 
through courage.  The author does an excellent job of expressing this theme and supporting it in 
the experiences of Henry Fleming: boy, soldier, man. 

 Henry Fleming experienced growing to manhood too quickly because he thought war would 
be “fun.”  All the events that he conquered throughout the story can give the reader an impression 
of loyalty, courage, and honor.  A reader can take away many lessons from The Red Badge of 
Courage, but the most important is how a child is so unknowing of horror and how terrible experi-
ences like war can change one’s life forever. I enjoyed this story and how it shows the way a life 
changes in the blink of an eye with serious consequences.  Henry was only a boy, but he became a 
man through his sweat and blood: his own red badge of courage. 

 

~Devin MacGoy 
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By Layla Ali 
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Hobbies 
 
A career is your choice 
A life is a gift. 
A gift that your parents give you 
That is the life for me. 
 
A cook is a chef 
The smell of the meat 
It looks so fun! 
That’s the life for me. 
 
But no, 
I cannot decide 
Between a chef and an artist 
Both lives for me. 
 
With paint on my hands 
And all over the floor 
I pull out a new canvas 
And that’s a sight to see 
That’s the life for me 
 
But no,  
I cannot decide 
Between an artist and a teacher 
Both are lives for me 
 
So I’ve decided 
To stick to writing 
I’ve found my joy 
With pen and paper 
That is the life for me. 
 
--Jonathan Mitchell 
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down to Earth.  When he 
saw the ground getting 
closer, he changed himself 
into a feather and slowly 
drifted down to Earth.  But 
to Wisaka’s dismay, he 
was blown into a hollow 
tree.  He changed back 
into Wisaka, but he was 
stuck in the tree! 

He saw some 
Kickapoo women gathering 
firewood and shouted to 
them, “Help! I’m stuck in 
this tree!” 

“What?  Who’s 
there?” they called. 

“A big bear!” 

The women won-
dered if it was a trick, so 
they walked over to the 
tree.  Wisaka stuck some 
hair through the hole, and 
the women were con-
vinced that it really was a 
bear.  So, they went to get 
their husbands.  The men 

The Kickapoos were an Indian 
tribe in Texas. Here is one of 
their legends. 

This is the story of 
Wisaka and his Uncle Buz-
zard and how the Kickapoo 
Indians had a great bear 
feast. 

One day, Wisaka 
looked up to the great, 
blue sky.  “I wonder what is 
at the very top of the sky,” 
he said. 

He decided to ask 
his Uncle Buzzard for help, 
“Buzzard, what is at the 
very top of the sky?” 

“I don’t know, 
Wisaka,” he said.  “Let’s go 
find out.” 

So, Wisaka climbed 
onto Buzzard’s back, and 
they flew up into the 
clouds.  But at the top of 
the sky, Buzzard shook 
Wisaka off his back, and 
Wisaka fell all the way 

cut a hole in the tree and 
Wisaka stepped out!  They 
were very surprised to see 
him step out of the tree 
instead of the bear that 
they expected.  But to 
show his gratitude for be-
ing freed from the tree, 
Wisaka made a real bear 
appear.  The men killed it, 
and the Kickapoos had a 
great feast. 

Wisaka didn’t eat 
with them, though.  “I’m 
going to get revenge on 
Buzzard,” he said.  But that 
is a different tale. 
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“ Friend?”  

By Ruby Schneider, grade 7 

Are you having second thoughts about a friend? Or at least you 
think he/she is your friend. If you are, then ask yourself these 
questions: 

Is he/she nice to you when they’re buddies? 
Are they nice in general to you? 
Is this friend one that is responsible and reliable? 

But the final question you need to ask yourself is….. 

“ Is he/she worth keeping?”  

If so then they are a reliable friend, if not just let them go. 

 

What is a friend? 
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River Bend Middle School 
46240 Algonkian Pkwy 
Sterling, VA 20165 

The Literary Magazine is al-
ways in need of your short 
stories, essays, poems, and 
artwork!  Please submit yours 
to Mr. Estock in A3 by March 
30.  Many thanks to those 
who submitted their wonderful 
pieces for this edition! 

~The Literary Magazine Staff      

Devin McGoy 

Olivia Emery 

Abby Richter 
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RIVER BEND MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Special points of in-
terest: 

·  Make sure you en-
ter our naming con-
test!! 

·  Many thanks to all 
those who contrib-
uted their writing 
and artwork! 


