
Citizen of the Month  

Award Winners 

Congratulations to our 

Citizen of the Month 

Award Winners for the 

month of September.  

All teachers nominate a 

student to receive this 

award for consistently 

demonstrating good 

character at Cedar 

Lane.  Good citizens 

have the following at-

tributes:  They are: 

Respectful, Fair, Re-

sponsible, Cooperative, 

Tolerant, Dependable, 

Caring, Honest, Helpful, 

Kind, Trustworthy, and 

a Team Player. 

We are very proud of 

our award winners.  The 

Citizens of the Month 

were recognized at a 

special recognition cer-

emony in their class-

rooms.  They received a 

special certificate, rib-

bon, and a Free Kids 

Meal from Red Robin.  

Congratulations to the 

following students, keep 

up the great work! 

KINDERGARTEN 

Maddie Murray, Avery 

Scranton, Arbsema Ib-

rahim, Sean Hastings, 

Ella Patterson 

 

1ST GRADE 

Connor Phillips, Bethany 

Layton, Lucy Alford, 

Riley Nicholson, Brisa 

Gimenez 

 

2ND GRADE 

Alex Andos, Lily Depiro, 

Luke Makowski, Stacy 

Ordonez, Kaitlyn Dudley 

 

3RD GRADE 

Aiden Grake, Jonathan 

George, Jacob Preston, 

Keith Galway, Jayln 

Brown 

 

4TH GRADE 

Sean Syanril, Alexander 

Lloyd, Jacob Engle, Me-

gan Helge, Ryan Rapps 

 

5TH GRADE 

Francisco Gutierrez, 

Aisun Abedinzadeh, 

Lillian Cortina Corasco, 

Tyler Serpico, Cooper 

Gordon  

 

Other Guidance News 

Many exciting things have 

been happening this 

month in the School Coun-

seling Department.  

Please ask your child to 

share with you what they 

have learned in their 

classroom guidance les-

sons.   Some of the topics 

we have been discussing 

include the following: 

Our first lesson at each 

grade level was an intro-

duction to your child’s 

School Counselor. 

  In Kindergarten we 

have been learning 

about feelings. 

 In First Grade, we 

have been learning 

about feelings.  Ask 

your child about the 

Fishing for Feelings 

Game. 

 In Second Grade, we 

have been learning 

feelings.  Students 

are learning how faci-

al expressions and 

body language give us 
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clues to how others 

may be feeling. 

 In Third Grade, we 

have been learning 

about whole body lis-

tening and social 

thinking.  Ask your 

child how a person can 

listen with their eyes, 

hands, brain, and 

their hearts. 

 In Fourth Grade, we 

have been learning 

about feelings and 

how to be successful 

in school. 

 In Fifth Grade, we 

have been learning 

about 10 ways to soar 

through life based on 

the book Unstoppable 
Me! by Dr. Wayne W. 

Dyer.  We have also 

been working on 

learning good study 

skills and  work hab-

its. 

 

If you would like more 

information on any of 

these topics or how to 

review the curriculum 

with your son or daugh-

ter, please contact Mrs. 

Croft or Ms. Wilson.  For 

each of our lessons we 

have tips and ideas to re-

inforce these topics at 

home. 

 



Calling all Veterans - Please come 

and help us celebrate our Veteran 

loved ones on Veterans Day,  
 

(TUE)Nov 11.   

All of our visiting Veterans will be 

provided with light refreshments 

and a very special slideshow at 

8:30am.  Our 5th grade Veterans 

Day performance will be to follow at 

9:00am in the gym.  We will also be 

featuring Cedar Lane's 4th and 5th 

grade chorus, The Singing Lions, as 

they sing "The Star Spangled Ban-

ner".  So, please invite all of your 

Veteran loved ones to come and be 

honored. More details can be found 

on the Cedar Lane website at 

http://www.lcps.org/

cedarlane. Scroll to the bottom of 

the right-hand panel and click on 

the link below the American 

flags.  We hope to see you all there! 
 

4th and 5th Recorders - By now, 

almost all of our 4th and 5th grade 

scholars have a recorder to use in 

music class.  We will announce the 

start date of our recorder unit 

when the time comes.  Until then, 

ask your child to hold on to 

their recorders until the time 

comes.  More details on recorders 

can be found on the Cedar Lane 

website at http://www.lcps.org/

cedarlane, under Special-

ists >Music >Recorders.  
 

Music Website - If you have any 

questions regarding our music pro-

gram, please feel free to visit our 

online music page.  Just visit 

our Cedar Lane website 

at http://www.lcps.org/cedarlane, 

under "Specialists", then "Music".  

 We are working towards enhancing 

our website so you are able to find 

the information you need, 24 hours 

a day, 7 days a week.  So, if there is 

a music letter we have already sent 

home, it can likely be found on the 

website as well.  If email works 

better for you, you may email Elaine 

Gines at elaine.gines@lcps.org.  

 Happy November! 

  

We are very grateful to the PTA 

for sponsoring our Bagels & Books 

event during the Book Fair.  It was 

great to see so many families take 

advantage of the opportunity to 

have a bite to eat and then shop the 

Book Fair together. 
 

Library Lessons 
 

Scholars will be busy when they are 

in Library throughout the month of 

November.  They will continue to 

learn how to locate materials in the 

library, use shelf markers, and use 

our online catalog, called Alexandria 

Researcher.  As scholars embark on 

research projects about famous 

Americans (3rd grade) and ocean 

animals (5th grade), they will learn 

Book Fair 
 

A thousand thank yous for every-

one’s support of our Fall 2014 Scho-

lastic Book Fair!   
 

We earned over $1,800 to purchase 

books from Scholastic.  Mrs. Cieslak 

was able to purchase many popular 

titles, such as Dork Diaries, Spirit 
Animals, and Lego books, to name a 

few. 
 

We also earned over $2,600 to use 

toward purchasing library books, 

eBooks, and Playaways.  These funds 

also help support library program-

ming such as author visits (keep an 

eye out for more information about 

author Sue Fliess’ visit to Cedar 

Lane in March 2015!).    

about the importance of citing 

sources.  They will also learn how to 

find articles using Loudoun County 

Public Schools’ online resources.  

While most research is done during 

school hours, scholars are welcome 

to continue their research at home.  

LCPS online resources can be ac-

cessed at https://

loudoun.goalexandria.com/

researcher?site=ced#_ 
 

User names and password to access 

online databases at home can be 

found in student agendas. 
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Biblionasium 

Our super Cedar Lane readers are 

continuing to read great books and 

expand their reading communities.  

One tool that many of our readers 

are using to organize their reading 

lives is biblionasium.com.  This web 

site is just like the grown-up Good-

reads.com but designed just for 

young readers.  And it is FREE!!   

There are places to log your read-

ing, keep a list of favorite books 

and review them for other readers.  

When you search for a book, not 

only do you get information on that 

book, but you also get a selection of 

other similar books and books by 

the same author.  One of our favor-

ite sections is the suggested read-

ing tab.  This section gives children 

the titles of some new releases, 

popular series and award winning 

books to add to their book shelf.  

From here, you can create a “To 

Read” list so you’ll never be without 

a great book to read.  Students can 

invite friends who are part of Bibli-
onasium to join their friends list.  

Then they can share recommenda-

tions and reviews with each other.   

Biblionasium provides some incen-

tives or challenges if your reader 

needs a little extra push to keep 

reading.  They can design their own 

challenges to help develop goal set-

ting skills. 

In addition to all your child can do 

on this web site, there are great 

options for parents as well.  You can 

create a reading challenge for your 

child.  After all, you know what mo-

tivates your child better than any-

one!  You can create a wish list and 

access your child’s wish list.  There 

are direct links to Amazon so you 

can pick out those perfect book 

gifts!  There is also some infor-

mation on leveling books to give you 

some guidance on just right books 

for your reader.  Please remember 

that levels are just an estimate and 

there are many factors that influ-

ence a child’s ability to read a book.  

This is a fantastic tool for families 

to support each other in their read-

ing lives.  Get an account and start 

exploring with your favorite reader! 

Happy Reading! 

phone.  Social interactions occur in a 

meaningful social context.  They are not 

very demanding cognitively.  The lan-

guage required in not specialized.  
These skills usually develop within six 
months to two years after arrival in the 
United States.  Problems arise when 

teachers and administrators think that 

a child is proficient in a language when 

they demonstrate good social English.   
 

Academic Language 

Cognitive Academic Language Proficien-

cy (CALP) refers to formal academic 

learning.  This includes listening, speak-

ing, reading, and writing about a sub-

ject.  This type of language learning is 

essential for students to succeed in 

school.  Students need time and support 

to become proficient in academic areas.  

This usually takes from five to seven 

years.  Research by Wayne Thomas and 

Virginia Collier found that the most 

significant variable in how long it takes 

to learn English is the amount of formal 

schooling students have received in 

their first language.   
 

What does this mean for ELL  

students? 

ELL students need more time to develop 

English language academic skills.  Stu-

dents should not be rushed through 

language support programs.  Upper ele-

mantary and middle school ELL students 

may still need English support.  Remem-

ber that it will take them 7-10 years to 

reach grade level proficiency!  

 

* Adapted from How long 

does it take to learn Eng-

lish? (2010) by Judie 

How Long Does it Take to Learn Eng-

lish? * 

How long does it take to learn English?  

How long should students receive sup-

port in language?  These are the most 

frequently asked questions by adminis-

trators, school board members, and 

classroom teachers.    Language acquisi-

tion experts differentiate between two 

types of language: social and academic 

language.   

Social Language 

Basic Interpersonal Communication 

Skills (BICS) are language skills needed 

in social situations.  It is the day-to-day 

language need to interact socially with 

other people.  English language learners 

(ELLs) use BIC skills when they are on 

the playground, in the lunch room, play-

ing sports, and talking/texting on the 
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Mrs. Arthur and Mrs. Hornberger 

Ms. Fear and Mrs. Nowinski 



Technology 
Mrs. Hiller 

Dreambox – FAQ’s 
 

1. My child tells, me I’m not supposed to help them on Dreambox.  Is that true? 

Yes, it is true.   Dreambox will move students forward at their own pace. Therefore it is im-

portant that students do not receive help or coaching while on Dreambox.  A little help, may 

deprive your child of a lesson, movie, or tutorial that they need.  Some of the “lessons” are 

actually pretests.  Should they get help on one of these activities, it can jump them forward 

an entire unit.   

 

2. What if my child wants help? 

While on Dreambox you can check on a couple things. 

 Double check that they are doing a “green” lesson 

 Check to be sure the sound is working and the volume is at an appropriate level. 

 Check to see if your child understands the directions and they know how to use the 

HELP button. 

 

Praise them for their effort and perseverance, for working independently.  When they 

do figure it out, they will remember it and feel in control of their own learning.   Of 

course, like anything else, if you have a concern bring it to your child’s teacher.  

 

3. How often should my child be on Dreambox?  If I let them they’d be on for hours. 

We are glad your child likes Dreambox!!  Dreambox recommends 60 – 90 min a week.  They 

will have 40 minutes at school, so another 20 – 50 minutes is fine, then guide them to anoth-

er program, such as Reflex.  

 

4. What is the URL for Dreambox? 

Students can also access Dreambox from our school webpage.    

Or got to: https://play.dreambox.com/login/kwah/cedarle  

 

5. Dreambox doesn’t work on my computer, tablet… 

If you have any questions, please contact DreamBox Client Care by calling them at 877-451-

7845 (weekdays 7am to 5pm, Pacific Time), or 

email support@dreambox.com 

 

6. Is there a Dreambox app? 

Dreambox does have a free app for the iPad.   Enter this special code:  

kwah/cedarle  

https://play.dreambox.com/login/kwah/cedarle
mailto:support@dreambox.com

