
 

 

  

Horizon Elementary 

November 2014  

Comet Courier 

NOVEMBER EVENTS 

November 3 and 4 
No School for Students – Teacher 
Planning  
   and Records Days 
 
November 5 
Moveable Monday 
2nd Graders perform at Chick Fil A, 6:30 
pm 
 
November 7 
5th Graders perform National Anthem at  
   Dominion HS (Dominion HS Community 
   Night), 7:00 pm 
Mobile Dentist  
 
November 10  
Mobile Dentist  
 
November 11 
Wildlife Assembly 
 
November 12 
Sweet Frog Spirit Night 3-8 pm 
 
November 17- 21 
American Education Week (see schedule 
  on page 6) 
Book Fair (see hours on page 5) 
 
November 19 
S’More Reading Event 6:00-7:30 
 
November 24 
Parents of Children with Special Needs 
     Coffee, 9:30 am 
Poetry Masters Recitations 
 
November 26-28 
Thanksgiving Holiday, No School 
 
 
 

 

Horizon Elementary School 
46665 Broadmore Drive • Sterling, VA 20165 • Telephone 571.434.3260 • Fax 703.444.7418 

Absentee Line 571.434.3261 
Absentee Email hrzabsentee@lcps.org 

Horizon Elementary School website: www.lcps.org/horizon 
Principal:  Mrs. Jennifer Ewing  Bookkeeper:  Mrs. Holly Buehler 

Assistant Principal:  Mr. Chris Painter Attendance Secretary:  Mrs. Violet Sowa-Badders 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

It is hard to believe that on Friday, October 31st the first quarter ended.  

Teachers have been meeting with parents during scheduled conferences.  If 

you have not had an opportunity to meet with your child’s teacher yet, 

please reach out to do so.  The partnership between school and home is very 

important to ensure student success. 

The month of November is a very busy time at Horizon.  Please make note 

of important dates shared in this month’s Comet Courier.   

The second quarter begins on Wednesday, November 5.  The first quarter 

report cards will go home with students on Wednesday, November 12.  

November 11 there will be two “Wildlife in Winter” Assemblies at 9:30 and 

1:30.  The focus of these assemblies is that as the temperatures dip and snow 

is in the forecast, what do our furry, scaly, and feathered neighbors do? The 

students will explore the concepts of migration, adaptation and hibernation 

in this fantastic program highlighting how animals prepare for winter and 

survive extreme weather.   Animals in this program may include opossum, 

rabbit, ferret, turtle, and snake. 

 

November 17- 21 is American Education Week.  Since its establishment in 

1921, the goal of American Education Week has been to increase public 

understanding and appreciation of the nation’s schools, to encourage parents 

and neighbors to visit schools, to build civic and community pride and 

support for education.  We will have scheduled special days for grade level 

activities.  Please see page 6 for this schedule. 

 

The Book Fair will be taking place during American Education Week in the 

William H. Raye, Jr. Library.  Hours for the Book Fair can be found on 

page 6.  We will be hosting a reading night the same evening the Book Fair 

will be open late.  We hope to see many of you there on Wednesday, 

November 19th from 6:00 – 7:30 pm. 

 

Lost and found items are already starting to accumulate.  If you come to the 

AEW events and/or Book Fair, please take a moment to see if your child has 

left an item or items.  Items not collected by December 19th will be donated 

to LINK. 

 
I wish everyone a wonderful Thanksgiving Break!  Enjoy this special time 

with family!     Sincerely, 

Jennifer Ewing 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer Ewing 

 

   



 

  

 
The Reading Corner        November, 2014 

Bobbie Lee, Reading Teacher 

Several years ago, Loudoun County Public Schools, in its effort to improve K-2 

literacy instruction, developed a framework to guide, instruct, and support 

teachers. This framework was called “Pathways to Reading and Writing.”  

Overtime, each school staff  was trained and supported.  This is Horizon’s second 

year as a Pathways school for grades K-2.  Grades 3-5 have not received the 

complete training.  

A brochure was created by LCPS to give a general description of  the framework.  I 

have cut and pasted the brochure for your reading pleasure. 

“Pathways to Reading and Writing” 

Loudoun’s Pathways to Reading and Writing, an explicit staff-development model, 

provides kindergarten, first through fifth-grade teachers, and instructional 

specialists with a consistent, research and strategies-based framework of  reading 

and writing instruction. The program incorporates the skills of  spelling, writing, 

reading comprehension, phonics, and vocabulary.  The Pathways multi-approach 

literacy framework helps teachers provide their students with specific skills to 

become better readers and writers.  

Why do we need a literacy staff-development program? 

 The program ensures comprehensive and consistent reading and writing 

instruction from grade to grade and school to school. 

 The program provides teachers the instructional skills requisite to meet the 

students’ reading needs. 

 Literacy learning, as a process, must have its principles grounded in current 

research. 

How is this literacy program conducted in the classroom? 

The students participate in large group, small group, and independent activities 

during the 2 hr.-2 ½ hr. reading and writing time.  The students work on skills such 

as: 

 Letters and Sounds:  Letters have distinctive features and may be identified 

by names or sounds. 

 Word Study:  The phonetic and structural features of  words. 

 Comprehension:  The process of  constructing meaning while reading.  

 

 

 



  
(The Reading Corner, continued) 

 Phonics:  Letter and sound relationships and how they are used in reading 

and writing. 

 Independent reading:  Students read texts independently with teacher 

support as needed. 

 Shared reading:  Teacher and children read text together concentrating on 

targeted skills. 

 Guided reading and strategy lessons:  Teacher guides the reading of  small 

differentiated student groups with appropriate leveled texts. 

 Read aloud:  Teacher reads text aloud to students to model and focus on 

skills. 

 Writers Workshop:  Students are engaged in the writing process and produce 

pieces of  writing in many genres. 

How is this program implemented? 

This program combines staff  training with new instructional materials for reading 

and writing.  Teachers are provided a optimal-learning model of  professional 

development, whereby they attend presentations, practice with students, and 

receive instructional coaching.  Teachers use research-based best practices in their 

classrooms.  Following the initial two years of  support and implementation, the 

teachers are included in a variety of  opportunities to sustain and grow in their 

understanding, collaboration, and practice.  

ELL, Reading, SpEd, and Title 1 teachers work with classroom teachers to create 

instructional plans for children requiring additional support. 

How are students evaluated? 

Throughout the year LCPS students in grades K-5 are assessed in reading and 

writing in a number of  ways.  Students are administered PALS, the Phonological 

Awareness Literacy Screening; and the DRA, the Developmental Reading 

Assessment.  This will help the teachers determine the students’ strengths and 

challenges, and if  they may need additional support for the upcoming school year. 

The classroom teachers and specialists will collect a variety of  work samples, notes, 

and artifacts to determine reading and writing progress throughout the year. 

How can parents help? 

Parents are considered partners in children’s learning experiences and encourage 

reading at home.  Each time a child reads, he or she is strengthening skills and 

fluency.  Please collaborate with your child’s teacher to provide strong and 

coordinated practice. 



Notes from the Library 

What are we learning? 

This November we will be looking forward to our annual book fair.  Please stop by  
during American Education Week and visit the fair. 
   

Kindergarten and First Grade – We have been reviewing the parts of a book and looking at the jobs of an author 

and illustrator.  We have talked about what a main character is and in first grade have introduced the idea that a 

biography is a book of facts about a real person.   We will look at how stories are organized with a beginning, 

middle, and ending.  

Second Grade – Our students have been taking a look at how animals can use camouflage in their natural habitats 

and looking at the differences between fiction and non-fiction books. We will be reviewing the parts of a book and 

how to use an index, glossary, and table of contents to locate information in a non-fiction book. 

Third Grade – We will be logging into the I-Pads and taking a look at some of the on-line Encyclopedias that our 

library subscribes to, in order for students to research famous Americans for their upcoming Wax Museum projects.  

As a class they will learn how to log in and search in the World Book Kids and New Book of Knowledge 

Encyclopedias to find information. 

Fourth and Fifth Grade – Students this month will be continuing to unlock the mysteries of the Dewey Decimal 

System to locate and access information and books in the library.  You might even hear them humming the Dewey 

Decimal Rap song. 

********************Scholastic Book Fair News********************** 

We will be holding our fall Scholastic Book Fair during the week of Nov. 17 – 21st.   

Volunteers will be needed to assist with setting up the fair in the library on Friday, November 

14.  We will also need many volunteers throughout the week to help the students with their 

preview and browsing days (November 17 and 18) as well as November 19 – 21st.  We will 

begin packing up the book fair on Friday, November 21st.  Any time that you could volunteer for 

the book fair would be greatly appreciated.   

Please e-mail me at Rebecca.tracey-hitrik@lcps.org with any times and dates that you would 

be available to volunteer.  Thank you in advance for helping to make this year’s book fair a success.  Your support 

helps to provide resources and books for our library. 

What is changing?  We are brightening up the library 

  

                                      Before             After 

mailto:Rebecca.tracey-hitrik@lcps.org


Monday, Nov. 17 – 

Friday, Nov. 21 

Located in the Library 

 

The Book Fair will be open during 

these times: 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

8:00-4:00 8:00-4:00 8:00-7:30 8:00-4:00 8:00-1:00 

 
Horizon Elementary School welcomes you to our Fall Book Fair.  Each class will have a chance to shop at the fair 
during the week, but feel free to stop by the book fair any day.  We will be open late on Wednesday.  Students will 
also be able to visit the book fair with permission from their classroom teacher during the week of November 17th.    

 

Online shopping is available!!  We have an online feature that allows 

you to purchase books directly through a special Scholastic website linked to our school.  This is a 
wonderful opportunity to preview and purchase some of the items that are popular and may sell out 

quickly at the school’s book fair.  Books will be shipped to the school free of charge and will be given to students as 
soon as they arrive (usually 3-5 business days from the date the on-line book fair closes).  Please visit 
http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/horizones from November 17 - November 25, 2013 to take 
advantage of this special feature.   

Thank you so much for your support of our library.  A percentage of your purchases during the book fair will help the 
library acquire more books and resources. 

 

 

 

 

   Wednesday November 19   

    6:00-7:30 

    S’More Reading Event 

    Come listen to readers and/or enjoy reading in a campfire setting! 
  

http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/horizones


 
 

 

  
Monday, November 17 

8:00 – 4:00  Library Book Fair 

 

Tuesday, November 18 

8:00 – 4:00   Library Book Fair 

9:00 – 9:45  5th Grade O’Brien– Jeopardy 

9:30 – 10:30  2nd Grade – “The Day the Crayons Quit” 

   Parents are invited to stay for lunch afterwards 

10:30 – 11:15 5th Grade Drury and Windon– Jeopardy 

11:45 – 12:30 5th Grade Koehler and Jones– Jeopardy 

12:30 – 1:15  5th Grade Patterson– Jeopardy 

 

Wednesday, November 19 

8:00 – 7:30  Library Book Fair (open late!) 

9:00 – 9:45  AM Kindergarten – Create Native American Clothing 

12:30 – 1:15  PM Kindergarten – Create Native American Clothing 

8:10 – 8:30  Preschool – Sorting and Art Project 

6:00 – 7:30  S’more Reading Event 

 

Thursday, November 20 

8:00 – 4:00  Library Book Fair 

Times TBD  1st Grade – Flat Stanley Projects (look for information 

   from your child’s teacher on specific times) 

 

Friday, November 21 

8:00 – 1:00  Library Book Fair 

10:30   3rd Grade – Famous Americans Wax Museum 

12:45-1:45  4th Grade – Health Carnival 
 



 

 

 
 

SEARCH November Newsletter 
Kay O’Sullivan and Denise Corbo, Search Teachers 

 

The Value of  Gifted Education Programs 

 

In a recent Washington Post article about gifted education, many questions were raised 

concerning the identification and implementation of gifted services in the "Delmarva" 

metro area.  A reply from the executive director of the National Association for Gifted 

Children, Nancy Green, answers these questions and gives a good overview of the structure 

and value of gifted education.   ( http://tinyurl.com/ml3ukxq ) 

With regard to identification, LCPS follows the NAGC policy as stated by Ms. Green:  

"Gifted-education professionals look for ways to include as many students as possible in 

programs. They evaluate ability at several points during a student’s academic career rather 

than attaching a label once, without reevaluation." 

As Ms. Green states in her response, no single factor should determine the need for gifted 

services.  The LCPS gifted education department adheres to the NAGC best practices 

statement that: "...identification of gifted and talented students should not be based on a 

single assessment. Rather, multiple pieces of evidence should be collected that measure 

different constructs and characteristics aligned to the gifted program’s definition, goals, 

and objectives (Callahan, Tomlinson, & Pizzat, 1993), ideally including a variety of format 

types (e.g., paper-and-pencil; performance assessment)." 

During late September and early October, the LCPS gifted education department held a 

number of information sessions for parents regarding the structure of gifted education 

programs in Loudoun County and the process of identification.  Similar programs will be 

held in the late winter/early spring months.   If you missed the fall information sessions, 

please see the LCPS gifted education website for the presentation and handouts that were 

made available:  http://www.lcps.org/Page/127741  

If you have any concerns or just need more information, please be assured that your 

SEARCH teacher is always available to answer your questions concerning gifted 

education! 

 

 

http://tinyurl.com/ml3ukxq
http://www.lcps.org/Page/127741


 

 

 

  

Horizon Elementary PTA News 

2012-2013 Horizon PTA Executive Board   

Greetings from the PTA! We are in full swing as we enter into the second quarter of 

the school year! The Monster Mash was a HUGE success and enjoyed by over 500 

members of the Horizon community. It was so great to see all of the super costumes, 

dance moves and some of the teachers getting wrapped up like mummies! We treated 

our staff and teachers to a Tailgate luncheon in October with a great spread of grilled 

burgers, hot dogs and homemade sides. ASEP is now in full swing with a variety of 

after school classes being offered. Please don't forget to come to our Spirit Night at 

Sweet Frog on November 12 to celebrate those good report cards coming home. 

 

Please encourage your student to participate in our Academic programs of Poetry 

Masters, Math Superstars and Word Masters (coming soon), Information can be 

obtained on the PTA tab of the Horizon website. Reflections submissions are due on 

November 12; please email Joanne Canellos (jcanellos@gmail.com ) for more 

information.  We would love to see more of our general members come to the PTA 

meetings. Our next General Meeting is November 18th, 2:45 pm in the library. All are 

welcome! 

 
 

 
 

  

  

 

If you have not done so already, please 
consider joining our PTA.  The PTA sponsors 
many social and educational activities to 
enrich your child’s experience at Horizon 
Elementary.  You can view the many 

activities and volunteer opportunities on 
the PTA portion of our webpage: 
www.lcps.org/Horizon. 

“Horizon Elementary School and PTA” 

www.horizonpta.org 

The PTA Board: 

Gail Godek, President 

Teresa Demangos, Treasurer 

Christy Sharn, Recording and 

Correspondence Secretary 

Christina Ward, Staff Relations 

Meredith Pilaro, Membership and 

Directory 

Karin Cerniglia, After School 

Enrichment Programs 

Joanne Canellos, Fundraising 

Tisha Duhaime, Spirit Sales 

Resa Kierstein, Volunteer Coordinator 

Laura Inra, School Supply Kits 

(email links on the PTA Website) 

 

mailto:jcanellos@gamil.com
http://www.horizonpta.org/


 

 

 

 

 

Please note, one of our PE 
Teachers, Mrs. Cooper-Barlow, is 
out on maternity leave. If you have 
any PE related issues you need to 
address and your child is in Mrs. 
Barlow’s PE class, please contact 
her long term substitute, Kellye 
Lewis, at Kellye.Lewis@lcps.org.  

Thank you! 

 

 

POETRY MASTERS 
Each month a selection of poems is 
available for children in grades 1-5. 
Any child in those grades who wishes to 
participate may pick up the poem 
selections from the office any time after 
November 10th. He or she will memorize 
a selected poem for his or her grade 
category and recite the poem to the 
poetry coordinator on November 24th. 
 
Congratulations to the following students 
who successfully memorized and recited 
the October poem to our celebrity 
listener, Mr. Bill Raye: 
Ria Vasanthan 
Alexander Dolzhenkov 
Jahzara Shabazz 
Sophia Dolzhenkov 
Roshni Lobo 
Julia Hus 
Matthew Godek 
Tess Durham 
Lily Egenrieder 
Mary Macgoy 
Abigail Belachew 
  

 

The Mobile Dentist is coming to 

Horizon! 

Taking care of your child’s teeth is 

important to keeping him or her 

healthy. The mobile dentist will see 

patients on November 7th and 10th at 

Horizon.  If you have any questions 

about the mobile dentist program, 

please contact Jennifer Asuncion, 

school nurse, at 571-434-3260. 

 

PBIS for Parents 
 
The school year is well underway and the Horizon staff is 
busy helping our children become courteous, caring, and 
cooperative Comets. In the meantime, parents are hard at 
work instilling values and expectations at home.  And while 
parenting can be full of joy and special moments, it is also 
full of challenges and can be exceptionally difficult.  That’s 
not just me, right?   
 
Over the school year, I hope to share some specific books 
and local resources that may be helpful for some of you at 
home.  This month, I’d like to share where you may find 
some of these parent and child resources. 
 
PBIS Information on Horizon Website:  Learn about PBIS 
and Practical Parenting Tools 
http://www.loudoun.k12.va.us/Page/102997 
 
LCPS Parent Resource Center:  Parenting workshops and 
seminars are available. Check books out in Leesburg and 
return through the school mail system – see “bibliography” 
for extensive list.   
http://www.lcps.org/Page/1411 
 
Horizon Elementary Parent Resource Library:   Books are 
available for parents in Horizon’s library in their “Parenting 
Resources” Section.  Help our library grow by passing on 
some of your favorites!   
 
And of course, the Loudoun County Public Library has a 
wealth of books for children and adults on character 
development, bullying, specific areas of concern and 
parenting in general.   
 
As always, please let me know if you have questions or 
concerns for me to share at our monthly PBIS committee 
meeting.  I can be reached at kpkidwell@yahoo.com .  Have 
a great month!  Kerry Kidwell 
 

 

mailto:Kellye.Lewis@lcps.org
http://www.loudoun.k12.va.us/Page/102997
http://www.lcps.org/Page/1411
mailto:kpkidwell@yahoo.com


  
Odyssey of  the Mind 

 On October 2nd, about 20 Comets and their parents learned 

more about Odyssey of  the Mind at the Spontaneous Workshop.  It was a lot 

of  fun, especially with the expert help of  Pete Downey, Mrs. Downey, and 

Mrs. Sandridge.  Thank you for your help.   

We were able to place all students who sent in the Request for Participation 

on one of  three teams to represent Horizon for the 2014-15 season.  All team 

members have been contacted by their coach.  The teams will be working on 

the Structure, Classics, or Primary problem.      

If  you’d like to see the end result of  this creative, problem-solving teamwork, 

please circle Saturday, March 14, 2015 on your calendar.  That is the date of  

the Regional Tournament at Park View High School.   

 

If  you have any questions about Odyssey of  the Mind, please email the 

coordinator, Mrs. Tate, at linda.tate@lcps.org. 

 

 
WATCH D.O.G.S. (Dads of  Great Students) is a one-of-a-kind, school-based 

father involvement program that works to support education and safety. 

A program of  the National Center for Fathering, see 

www.fathers.com/watchdogs/ for more information.  

The Horizon Watch D.O.G.S. volunteer program has started. Contact Amy 

Sandridge at Amy.Sandridge@lcps.org or 571-434-3260 to sign up! 

 

mailto:linda.tate@lcps.org
http://www.fathers.com/watchdogs/
mailto:Amy.Sandridge@lcps.org


Horizon Comet Council  

Fall Food Drive to support Back Pack Coalition 

Bring your non-perishable food donations to Horizon between now and winter 

break to help those who do not have enough to eat in our community. The 

classroom that brings the most food will earn a reward! 

Food items most needed: 

⃘ Individual Shelf Stable Milk 

⃘ Juice boxes 

⃘ Instant oatmeal 

⃘ Applesauce 

⃘ Macaroni & cheese 

⃘ Cereal (individual sized boxes)  

⃘ Granola or cereal bars 

⃘ Fruit cups 

⃘ Pudding cups 

⃘ Cup of soup, Ramen 

⃘ Cups of ravioli, beefaroni, or spaghetti 

⃘ Canned meat (tuna or chicken)

  

Thank you for your generous support of Back Pack 

Coalition! 

Contact Amy Sandridge, Parent Liaison, with any questions at Amy.Sandridge@lcps.org  

or 571-434-3260 

mailto:Amy.Sandridge@lcps.org


  

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION  

Clip the “Boxtops for Education” labels from items you buy at the grocery store. Trim the labels 

and put them in baggies. Count and write the number on the outside of the baggie. Save these 

until after winter break – we’ll be having a class competition! 

 

LABELS FOR EDUCATION    

Labels for Education are found on Campbell’s products. Clip these labels and separate them by 1-

point, 5-point, 10-point, and bonus labels. Send them in to school in baggies marked with the 

number of labels in each bag. We collect these all year long! 

 

SHOPAROO     

Shoparoo is an app for your smartphone.  Simply download the app from your app store, tell the 

app you’re supporting Horizon Elementary, and take photos of your receipts from ANY store! 

(Private credit card information is not on receipts.) Horizon will earn points from every receipt you 

enter! 

WORD MASTERS IS COMING! 

More information will come home in early November, and the first meet will be the first week of 

December.   

The Word Masters Challenge is a national competition for students in grades 3–8 that encourages 

growth in vocabulary and verbal reasoning. Over 4,200 school teams participate from 50 states.  

Word Masters is unlike other language-arts contests that emphasize grammar and punctuation. 

This competition addresses higher level word comprehension and logical abilities that help 

students learn to think both analytically and metaphorically. 

There are three Meets per year during December, February and April. The students pick up the 

appropriate grade level word list (3rd, 4th, or 5th) three weeks prior to the challenge and start 

preparing. The challenge/test is to solve analogies based on relationships among the words they 

have learned from the list provided. The students are given 20 minutes to complete the challenge. 

All students may participate, but only the scores of the top ten students count officially. The sum 

of these scores will represent Horizon’s team score and will be submitted to Word Masters. 

If you would like more information on the program, please go to www.wordmasterschallenge.com 

or contact Amye Love at amyemlove2@yahoo.com. 

 

http://www.wordmasterschallenge.com/
mailto:amyemlove2@yahoo.com


 

 

 



 

  



SEAC is the Special Education Advisory Committee which 
meets monthly to offer presentations relevant to all aspects of 
the special education community.  As your SEAC representative 
for Horizon, my goal is to attend as many events as possible 
and to provide some information that everyone can find useful.  
There are many resources available to parents and caregivers.  

A copy of the presentations are typically available at www.lcps.org/seac, click on 
2014-15 Presentations on the left menu bar.   

 

Parents are encouraged to reach out to the Parent Resource 
Center, www.lcps.org/prc, to learn about upcoming programs and workshops of 
interest to the disability community and to seek information about LCPS special 
education programs and services.  This is a wonderful parent resource and 
parents are urged to utilize the PRC. 

Recent & Upcoming Events: 
October 1:  SEAC general meeting presentation was INCLUSIVE 
PRACTICES:  PART I-featuring LCPS Deborah Dupree, Programs and Services 
Supervisor, and Megan Wagner, Elementary Special Education Supervisor.  The 
presentation included inclusive practice frameworks currently in place in LCPS, 
outcomes for schools utilizing the frameworks, and how administrators learn about 
best practices.    

October was Disability History and Awareness Month: Horizon celebrated this 
by showcasing several famous Americans with disabilities during the morning 
announcements and through a visual display of books in the library. 

 

November 5:  Meeting at 7 pm in room 100B of the LCPS Administration Building.  
Presentation of SEAC’s Annual Report To The School Board:  Identification Of 
Needs For Students With Disabilities, presented by Jodi Folta, SEAC Chair. 

 

November 24 9:30-10:30am in the Staff Lounge- Horizon will host a “Connect-the-

Dots” parent coffee to introduce parents and caregivers to the special needs staff 

that assist with the education of our children.  Representatives from the Parent 

Resource Center and The Paxton Campus will also be on hand to give a brief 

overvies of services and resources they provide. 

 

 

 

http://www.lcps.org/seac
http://www.lcps.org/prc


(SEAC NEWS, CONTINUED) 

Another useful resource: 

 

Access Community Lecture Series:  Presented by McLean Bible 
Church 

 

Access sponsors monthly lectures focusing on disability issues by experts from 

the Washington, DC area. These workshops are designed for parents, families, 

individuals and professionals in the disability community are open to the public 

free of charge 

2014-2015 lectures are held 7:30-9 pm at MBC Tysons in Community Room B 

For more information, to suggest a lecture topic, or to RSVP, please contact Erin 

Roundtree, 703-770-2938 or click www.mbctysons.org/acls . 

 

Recent and Upcoming Events: 

October 6, 2014 – "Homework Success for Students with Special Needs" 

  Speaker: Neil McNerney & Sharon Fuentes (Authors)  Other: Click here for the 

audio of the lecture.     

My “take away” from this presentation:  make homework fun- and avoid 

many of the homework headaches.  Experiment with doing homework in 

different locations, try listening to music, and make a game out of 

learning.  Kids work extremely hard sitting still all day, moving around 

helps keep them engaged in learning. 

 

November 3, 2014 – "The Importance of Parent-School Communication" 

  Speakers: Ann Hines & Kirk Dolson (LCPS Principals), Daphne Papageorge & 

Bobbie Rehm (teachers)     

 

Thanks for taking the time to learn about our special needs community!   

 

Margie McGinnis 

 

  

mailto:erin.roundtree@mcleanbible.org
mailto:erin.roundtree@mcleanbible.org
http://www.mbctysons.org/acls
http://www.mbctysons.org/uploads/ACLSoct2014r.pdf
http://www.mbctysons.org/uploads/10-6-14Homework.mp3
http://mbctysons.org/uploads/ACLSnov2014.pdf


 Arrival and Dismissal Procedures 

 
Please help us to make a smooth arrival and dismissal by 

reviewing the following procedures if you are dropping off 

and picking up your chlld/children. 
 

1.  Car drop off is to the east side of the building. Pull all the 
way up in the circle to allow as many cars into the circle as 
possible.If you get here "first" please do not park along the 

circle, PULL ALL the way up to be courteous of other cars! 
C a r s  n e e d  t o pull forward so that traffic does not back 
up on Broadmore Drive. 

2.   When cars leave in front of you, pull as far forward as 

you can. 

3.  NEVER get out of your car ond leave it unattended in the 

drop lane. This blocks all the traffic and creates a backup. 
 

4. Children should be able to exit or enter the car 

independently. Parents who have to assist their 

child/children should park in a designated parking 

spot in front of the school and walk the student 

across the crosswalk to the front entry of the school. 



 

 

 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN (SIP) 

The Horizon staff is dedicated to 
improving our strategies for increasing 
student achievement and in closing the 
achievement gap.  A formal School 
Improvement Plan is developed by staff, 
with parent input.  If parents are 
interested in participating in this process 
please contact Jennifer Ewing at 571-
434-3260.  The plan is reviewed and 
revised throughout the year according to 
the results achieved.   

The updated 2012-2013 SIP will be 

posted on the Horizon website.   
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please contact Jennifer Ewing at 571-
434-3260.  The plan is reviewed and 
revised throughout the year according to 
the results achieved.   

The updated 2012-2013 SIP will be 

posted on the Horizon website.   

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN (SIP) 

The Horizon staff is dedicated to 
improving our strategies for increasing 
student achievement and in closing the 
achievement gap.  A formal School 
Improvement Plan is developed by staff, 
with parent input.  If parents are 
interested in participating in this process 
please contact Jennifer Ewing at 571-
434-3260.  The plan is reviewed and 
revised throughout the year according to 
the results achieved.   

The updated 2012-2013 SIP will be 

posted on the Horizon website.   

OFFICE REMINDERS 

The school day begins promptly at 7:50 AM.  Students MUST be in their classrooms at 7:50 AM, arriving after 
that time results in an UNEXCUSED tardy, unless a doctors note is provided.  Students coming in after 7:50 AM 
must be escorted into the building, by an adult.  School dismisses at 2:35 PM.  Parents picking up students prior to 
dismissal are required to sign them out in the main office.  All visitors to the building should begin their visit in the 
main office.  Once in the office, you may sign in using the computer located on the front counter.  Any forgotten 
items should be brought to the office.  This will cut down on interruptions to the class. 

ABSENTEE/TARDY 
Please email the Horizon absentee email at hrzabsentee@lcps.org, or call the absentee line at 571-434-3261 
to report the absence or late to school information for your child. 

AFTER SCHOOL PLAN 
Anytime your child has a change in his/her after school plan, please send a note in with your child in the morning.  
The office cannot redirect children after school on the basis of a phone call.  If an emergency necessitates a 

change during the day, you may fax the instructions to us at 703-444-7418. 

LOST AND FOUND 

Horizon Elementary has areas designated for lost 
items such as lunch boxes, and clothing.  Students 
who misplace their belongings can check in the Lost 
and Found that is located outside the cafeteria.  
Items of value or importance such as glasses, 
jewelry, and keys are kept in the front office.  If 
your child has lost an item, please encourage them 
to check in the Lost and Found or with the office 
secretary.  Items that go unclaimed will be donated 

at the end of each quarter to a local charity. 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN (SIP) 

The Horizon staff is dedicated to improving our 
strategies for increasing student achievement and in 
closing the achievement gap.  A formal School 
Improvement Plan is developed by staff, with parent 
input.  If parents are interested in participating in this 
process please contact Jennifer Ewing at 571-434-
3260.  The plan is reviewed and revised throughout 
the year according to the results achieved.   

The 2014-2015 SIP can be found on the Horizon 

website at http://www.lcps.org/domain/7051. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

If, due to a disability, you need assistance to 
enable you to participate meaningfully in any of 
our school programs, please contact Mrs. Ewing, 
Principal at 571.434.3260 at least five working 

days prior to the activity. 

HORIZON NOW ON FACEBOOK & TWITTER! 

Visit Horizon's new Facebook page to keep up to date on school events and happenings! Check us out 
at: facebook.com/HRZSterling and be sure to Like our page to get your updates. 

We are also on Twitter. Click the links below our calendar to follow us!  

https://www.facebook.com/HRZSterling   https://twitter.com/HorizonElem 

SCHOOL BOARD REPRESENTATIVES 

Debbie Rose, Algonkian District - debbie.rose@lcps.org. 
You can also follow her on Facebook, 
"Debbie Rose- School Board"  

Brenda Sheridan, Sterling District - 
brenda.sheridan@lcps.org  

Tom Reed, At Large - thomas.reed@lcps.org 

https://www.facebook.com/HRZSterling
https://www.facebook.com/HRZSterling

