
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Horizon Elementary 
February 2014  

Comet Courier 
FEBRUARY EVENTS 

Mon Feb 3 - Fri Feb 7 
2nd Grade CogAT Testing 
Fri Feb 7 
5th Grade IAAT Testing 
Report Cards Sent Home 
Mon Feb 10 - Wed Feb 14 
Make-up: 2nd Grade CogAT Testing 
Tue Feb 11 
1pm 5

th
 Grade-DOM Cluster Concert 

Wed Feb 12 
4pm Sweet Frog-PTA Spirit Night 
Thu Feb 13 
6pm SRMS Rising 6th grader - Band Night 
Where: SRMS 
Fri Feb 14 
PTA: Teachers are Souper Luncheon 
4th Grade-Friendship Tea 
Mon Feb 17 
NO SCHOOL / Holiday 
Wed Feb 19 
WordMasters Challenge 
Thu Feb 20 
6:30pm Multi-Cultural Night 
Fri Feb 21 
Moveable Monday 
Mon Feb 24 
8:10am Poetry Masters Recitation 
7pm LCSO "Internet Safety" Presentation 
Where: PVHS Auditorium 
Tue Feb 25 
6:30pm SRMS Rising 6th grader – Parent 
Information Night 
Wed Feb 26 
Read Across America Day at HRZ 
7pm LCSO "Drug Awareness" Presentation 
Where: PFHS Auditorium 
Thu Feb 27 
7am Munchkins with Mom 
Fri Feb 28 
7am Munchkins with Mom 
7pm PTA Silent Auction 
Where: Bungalow Lakehouse 

 

Horizon Elementary School 
46665 Broadmore Drive • Sterling, VA 20165 • Telephone 571.434.3260 • Fax 703.444.7418 

Absentee Line 571.434.3261 
Absentee Email hrzabsentee@lcps.org 

Horizon Elementary School website: www.lcps.org/horizon 
Principal:  Mrs. Jennifer Ewing  Bookkeeper:  Mrs. Jeanne Becker 

Assistant Principal:  Mr. Chris Painter Attendance Secretary:  Mrs. Violet Sowa-Badders 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Greetings Comets!  Boy have we had some interesting weather 
since the start of 2014.  I know I was hoping that Punxsutawney 
Phil would not see his shadow since I am ready for spring; but that 

was not the case.  On Sunday, February 2, Ground Hog Day, 
Punxsutawney Phil did see his shadow predicting that we have six 
more weeks of winter.  I guess we will see what actually happens.  

Our Third Multicultural Night is just around the corner.  This event is 
scheduled for Thursday, February 20 at 6:30 pm.  It is such a great 
opportunity for Horizon Comets to share in our diversity with food, 
displays, flags, multicultural dolls, and entertainment.  We hope to 
have many participate.   

Congratulations are in order for Anusha Jain and Noura Saulath.   
Noura Saulath was the winner of the Horizon Geography Bee 
conducted January 9.  A week after the school bee, Noura took a 
written exam in order to qualify for the state-level competition that 
will be held on April 5, 2013. If Noura qualifies she will 
participate in the state bee in Washington, D. C.  Anusha Jain was 
the winner of the Horizon Spelling Bee conducted on January 31. 
She will represent Horizon Elementary School at the Loudoun 
County Spelling Bee on March 6th at Stone Bridge HS. We are so 
proud of both students for an excellent job! Way to go!  

As many of you may know, Superintendent Edgar B. Hatrick III has 
presented his Fiscal Year 2015 Proposed Operating Budget to the 
School Board. You can find information with where we are in this 
process and upcoming meetings from Horizon’s website under the 
tab titled “Our School” and “Budget Information FY 2015.” 
http://www.lcps.org/domain/13778. 

Please keep current on all other events planned for the month of 
February.  

Warm Regards, 

Jennifer Ewing 

http://www.lcps.org/domain/13778
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A MESSAGE FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

Comet Parents, 

Happy New Year!   

As we begin 2014 and enter into the cold days of winter many will start thinking of warm beaches and sun to 
replace the cold weather.  But before plans take shape, I would like to remind everyone of some very 
important dates for our students at Horizon.   Currently, our 5th grade students are preparing for the SOL 
English:  Online Writing test that will take place between March 17th –and March 28th.  The remaining 
Standards of Learning tests for grades 3 through 5 will occur from May 12th – June 6th.  Parents, please stay 
tuned for additional information highlighting the specific dates each test will be administered to your child.   

Horizon’s 5th grade students will be administered the Multiple-Choice section of the SOL English: Writing Online 
Test the week of March 17th - 21st and the Short Paper, or essay, for the SOL English: Writing Online Test 
between March 24th - 28th.  

Our 5th grade students will also be taking the Iowa Algebra Aptitude Test (IAAT) between Tuesday, February 
4th and Friday, February 7th.  The IAAT is a timed assessment administered to LCPS 5th grade students to help 
facilitate middle school mathematics course placement.  This assessment, along with teacher recommendations 
and academic history allows us to gain insight into each child’s readiness for middle school advanced 
mathematics classes. 

Finally, our 2nd grade students will be taking the Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT) from February 3rd through 
February 7th.  The CogAT measures general and specific cognitive skills that allow a student to learn new tasks 
or solve problems.  As we approach the test dates additional information will be sent home.   

 If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 571-434-3260. 

Respectfully, 

Chris Painter 

Assistant Principal 

 

READING CORNER 

MRS. BOBBIE LEE 

In 1998, the National Educational Association created a special day to honor reading. March 2 is Dr. Seuss’ 
birthday and now celebrated as Read Across America Day. Nationally, it will be celebrated on Monday, 
March 3.  As you probably know, Dr. Seuss is the author of many children’s books. The Cat in the Hat, The 
Lorax, and Horton Hears a Who, just to mention a few. To honor his contributions to children’s literature, this 
day was chosen. One of the goals is to have children being read to and thus Horizon will meet this goal by 
having special readers on February 26 as this day works best for us. Most of the special readers will come 
from the LCPS administration personnel. Other readers are former staff members or friends of the Horizon 
staff.  Each reader will bring a favorite book and share his/her personal reflections on reading.   

This is just ONE day to honor reading. We hope YOU will honor the joy of reading every day in your home!! 
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ART 
MRS. HILARY QUINN 

What a snowy few months.  Who would have thought we’d have so many snow days.  The art schedule is in a bit of flux 
as certain classes have missed quite a few lessons and others haven’t missed any.  We’ll be working really quickly to make 
sure we cover as much as we can!! 

What’s scheduled: 

5th Grade:  

 Clay sculptures - oceanography  

 Painting an art object - drawing, painting, cutting skills.   

 Wire sculpture - creating a representational object in wire 
4th Grade: 

 Clay - coil pot 

 Figures/patterns (Maasai Warriors) - pencil and sharpie 

 Making sketchbooks - either patterns or collage  

 Copper - figures/patterns in copper metal 

3rd Grade: 

 Clay - slab bowl 

 Copper (although some are using aluminum – process is the same) 

 Watercolor painting - Story fish  

 Perspective drawing/colored pencils - Canyons  

2nd Grade: 

 Clay – slab owls 

 Collage – giraffes 

 Sharpie – dragons 

 Weaving - cows 
1st Grade: 

 Clay – frogs 

 Weaving – alligators 

 Painting – hermit crabs 

We will have a lot of artwork displayed at Horizon’s Multicultural Festival on the 20th of February.  It’d be great to see 
you all there. 

We also have a big cluster art show coming up in March.  I’ll keep you posted as to day/time. 

I would love to have some volunteers who enjoy cutting, making templates, laminating, etc.   Please contact me if you 
would like to help with some of the prep work.  (It helps if you are a “precise” person when it comes to cutting and 
laminating.)   And, as always, thank you for all your support of the art program.  It’s a joy to work with each of your 
students. 

Where in the world is…? 
On January 8th, Horizon held the annual Geography Bee 
with guest announcer, ABC 7 meteorologist Eileen Whelan. 

Participants were Nikkal Jag, Michael Godek, Noura 
Saulath, Emily Dang, Eric Morgan, Jacob Wesoky, Martin 

Desousa, Owen Mihailovich, Mia Limongelli, and Suhael 
Aziz. 

Congratulations to all participants and to Noura Saulath 
who won the challenge.  Noura took a written exam in 
order to qualify for the state-level competition that will be 
held on April 4th.  If she qualifies, she will participate in the 
state bee in Washington, D.C. 

 

How well can you spell? 
On January 31st, Horizon held the 5th grade Spelling 
Bee. 

The participants were Anusha Jain, Carter Hansen, Neal 
Bhatnagar, Sarah Bokaee, Katherine Farthing, Sasha 

Cherian, Jack Alexandre, Anastasia Bakhouch, Ethan 
Camacho, Roxana Chen, Tyler Chillot, Conner Vinyard, 
Kristen Lurie, Andrew Huynh, and Miriam Gorback 

Congratulations to all participants and to Anusha Jain 
who won the challenge.  Anusha will move on to the 
Loudoun Regional Spelling Bee on March 6th at Stone 

Bridge HS.  Good Luck Anusha! 
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Horizon Elementary PTA News 

2012-2013 Horizon PTA Executive Board   

Co-Presidents 
Joanne Canellos & Gail Godek 
president@horizonpta.org 

VP Education 
Ginni Arcuri  
srvp@horizonpta.org 

Treasure 
Meredith Pilaro 
treasurer@horizonpta.org 

Recording Secretary 
Christy Sharn 
recsecy@horizonpta.org 

Corresponding Secretary 
Teresa Demangos 
corrsecy@horizonpta.org 

Co-VPs, Staff Relations 
Laura Chaale & Ellen Wesoky 
staffrel@horizonpta.org 

 

Co-VPs, Membership & Directory 
Kelli Evers & Laura Wolok 
membership@horizonpta.org 
directory@horizonpta.org 

Co-VPs, Social 
Amye Love & Kristen Sirois 
social@horizonpta.org 

VP, After-School Enrichment 
Programs (ASEP) 
Karen Cerniglia 
asep@horizonpta.org 

Co-VPs, Fundraising 
Jeannie Willoughby & Missy Kingora 
fundraising@horizonpta.org 

VP, Spirit Sales 
Debbie Mulhearn 
spiritsales@horizonpta.org 

Volunteer Coordinator 
Kristi Chillot 
volunteer@horizonpta.org 

“Horizon Elementary School and PTA” 

www.horizonpta.org 

If you have not done so already, 
please consider joining our PTA.  The 
PTA sponsors many social and 
educational activities to enrich your 
child’s experience at Horizon 
Elementary.  You can view the many 
activities and volunteer opportunities 
on the PTA portion of our webpage: 

www.lcps.org/Horizon. 

We are pleased to announce that Horizon Elementary WON the Spirit Week Contest at Chick-Fil-A, Sugarland 
Run!!!  THANK YOU SO MUCH COMETS for your tremendous school spirit and supporting us all week despite 
the weather!!!  We raised over $1,100!  You have proven that as COMETS, we shoot for the stars and soar 
high. 

Mark your calendars for Friday, February 28th 7:00pm at the Bungalow Lakehouse!  It's the Parent Social and 
Silent Auction.  There will be great food and great items to bid on.  All proceeds will go towards the new 
playground renovation and other PTA initiatives. Save the date flyers will be going home soon so book your 
babysitter now for a great night out!  Bungalow Lakehouse is even creating a specialty drink called "THE 
COMET" for us!  A portion of all sales will go back to the PTA. 

So, what items will be at the auction?  How about Invisalign braces, a weekend stay for two at Lansdowne 
Resort with a round of golf, Principal for the Day, and there will be a beautiful 7 bedroom beach house in 
Corolla that sleeps 12-14 people for Spring Break week! This house can sleep 2-3 families so get your friends 
together and bid on this great house!  See the link to the beach 
house. http://www.brindleybeach.com/rental/house.html?ID=147&User=alpha 

There will be lots of great items to bid on so don't miss out!  If you're interested in helping with the auction 
please send us an email at fundraising@horizonpta.org. 

Break out your cook books and your crock pots and whip up your favorite soups because it’s time for the 
Teachers and Staff Soup Lunch! The PTA will sponsor this all time favorite lunch on Friday, February 14th. 
More information and the SignUp Genius will be available in next week's News Blast and on the Horizon 
Elementary School Facebook page. 
 

 

2013-14 Horizon PTA Executive Board 

mailto:president@horizonpta.org
mailto:srvp@horizonpta.org
mailto:treasurer@horizonpta.org
mailto:recsecy@horizonpta.org
mailto:corrsecy@horizonpta.org
mailto:staffrel@horizonpta.org
mailto:membership@horizonpta.org
mailto:directory@horizonpta.org
mailto:social@horizonpta.org
mailto:asep@horizonpta.org
mailto:fundraising@horizonpta.org
mailto:spiritsales@horizonpta.org
mailto:volunteer@horizonpta.org
http://www.horizonpta.org/
http://www.brindleybeach.com/rental/house.html?ID=147&User=alpha
https://us-mg6.mail.yahoo.com/compose?to=fundraising@horizonpta.org
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The Sheriff’s Office is hosting two presentations in our area: 

February 24, 2014 - Internet Safety Program @ Park View HS Auditorium @ 7-9 PM 

Internet Safety: What Parents Need to Know 
Internet Safety is a common topic of discussion for today’s parents and in some cases can be a source of anxiety.  
With technology moving ahead at such a rapid pace, it can be hard for parents to keep up let alone catch up.  
Topics that will be discussed: Social Networking, Sexting/Texting, Cell Phone Technology and Features, Laptops vs. 
Desk Top PC’s, Current Trends, Predatory Behaviors, PC and Console Gaming, and Monitoring Techniques.  Please 
be advised that these are PARENT ONLY CLASSES due to GRAPHIC CONTENT. 

February 26, 2014 - Drug Awareness Program @ Potomac Falls HS Auditorium @ 7-9 PM 

Synthetic/RXN Drug Awareness Program 
Nationwide, the use of synthetic drug abuse has increased, along with emergency room visits associated with these 
drugs.  They are causing a significant number of deaths and illnesses nationwide.  Parents are invited to learn more 
about the dangers of Synthetic Drugs and Prescription Drug Abuse. 

  

 

The Word Masters Challenge is a national competition for students in grades 3–8 that encourages growth in 

vocabulary and verbal reasoning. Over 4,200 school teams participate from 50 states.  

Word Masters is unlike other language-arts contests that emphasize grammar and punctuation. This 
competition addresses higher level word comprehension and logical abilities that help students learn to think 
both analytically and metaphorically. 

There are three Meets per year during December, February and April. The students pick up the appropriate 
grade level word list (3

rd
, 4

th
 or 5

th
) three weeks prior to the challenge and start preparing. The challenge/test 

is to solve analogies based on relationships among the words they have learned from the list provided. The 
students are given 20 minutes to complete the challenge. 

All students may participate but only the scores of the top ten students count officially. The sum of these 
scores will represent Horizon’s team score and will be submitted to Word Masters. 

The second WordMasters challenge of the 2013-2014 school year is scheduled for Wednesday, February 
19th for interested 3

rd
, 4

th
 and 5

th
grade students.  Copies of the word lists are available in the front 

office.  Information about the WordMasters Challenge and resources to help students learn the words and 
practice for the challenge are available on the PTA tab of the Horizon website.  Just follow this 
link: http://www.lcps.org//site/Default.aspx?PageID=48389.  For more information contact Amy Sandridge 
at amysandridge@yahoo.com. 
 

http://sheriff.loudoun.gov/
http://www.lcps.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=48389
https://us-mg6.mail.yahoo.com/compose?to=srvp@horizonpta.org
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POETRY MASTERS 

Each month a selection of poems are available for 
grades 1-5.  Any child who wishes to participate 
will memorize a selected poem for their grade 
category and recite the poem to the Poetry 
coordinator and/or parent volunteer.   
Congratulations to the following students who 
successfully memorized and recited the January 
poem to Mr. Raye: 

Edward Christopher Uma Pillai 
Katie Nelson  Divya Lobo 
Tess Durham  Lillian Loftin 
Jasmine Hus  Mary Macgoy 
Cady Litteral  Miya Kruse 
Julia Hus  Mihir Ganguli 
Ryan Kidwell  Cailin Flatla 
Megan James  Matthew Godek 

February poems will be available in the office on 
Monday, February 10th and recitation will be on 
Monday, February 24th. 
  

 

We are on the web! 

www.lcps.org/horizon 

PARENT LIAISON 

MRS. ROBIN MONG 

Free Dental Services Available for Adults: 
Mission of Mercy is sponsoring a free dental service event for Loudoun residents who are 18 and older at noon 
on MARCH 15th, 2014 at Northern VA Community College Medical Education Campus in Springfield VA.  (6699 
Springfield Center Drive, Springfield VA) Clients usually receive one service at the event: Cleaning, filling or 
extraction. If they have multiple needs, they will not all be addressed at this event. 

Please contact Robin Mong, Horizon’s Parent Liaison for registration forms and information. Her contact 
information is Robin.Mong@lcps.org or call the front office at 571-434-3260. Please note the DEADLINE FOR 
REGISTRATION is Monday, March 3rd, 2014. 

I am here at the school on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 10:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  In addition, 
I can arrange for interpreters to come to school if you need to communicate in your own language.  

You can reach me by e-mail at Robin.Mong@lcps.org, cell phone 703-472-1141 or call the school 571-434-

3260. 

 

 

 
  

    

    

    

  

   -  

PARENT INFORMATION MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 

(PIMS) 
The Parent Information Management System (PIMS) is 
an online tool that provides a convenient way for the 
primary parent/guardian of a student to manage 
changes to the phone and/or email information for the 
contacts in their child’s record.  When using PIMS you 
can review, at your convenience, the current contact 
information that exists for your child.  If you need to 
update the current phone/email/emergency contact 
information, you can easily submit the update request 
online. 

 To access the PIM system, visit the LCPS Internet site, 
www.lcps.org.   

 Click on the PIM link on the right side under “Quick 
Links”. 

 Once the request has been submitted, your child’s  

school will review the request before accepting. 

mailto:Robin.Mong@lcps.org
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The Loudoun County School Board adopted the calendar for the 2014-2015 school year at its 
Tuesday, November 12th, meeting. 

It should be noted that Loudoun County Public Schools (LCPS) cannot open before Labor Day 
in 2014 under state law. 

Following is the adopted 2014-2015 school calendar: 

September 1: Holiday (Labor Day) 

September 2: First Day of School 

October 13: Holiday (Columbus Day) 

October 31: End of the Grading Period 

November 3-4: Student Holidays (Planning/Records/Conference Days) 

November 26-28: Holiday (Thanksgiving Break) 

December 22-January 2: Winter Break (Classes Resume January 5) 

January 19: Holiday (Martin Luther King Jr. Day) 

January 23: End of Grading Period 

January 26: Moveable Student Holiday *(Planning/Records/Conference Day) 

February 16: Holiday (Presidents’ Day) 

March 27: End of Grading Period 

March 30-April 3: Holiday (Spring Break) 

April 6: Student Holiday (Planning/Records/Conference Day) 

May 25: Holiday (Memorial Day) 

June 16: Last Day of School/End of Grading Period 

 

*NOTE: Parents with childcare or other weekday scheduling concerns – The date of the Moveable 

Planning/Records/Conference Day between first and second semesters may change if the school calendar must 

be changed due to school closings for inclement weather or other emergencies. 
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CANCELLATIONS/DELAYED OPENINGS/EARLY CLOSINGS 

When schools are closed/delayed or early closing due to inclement weather or any other emergency, 
announcements to this effect are made over local radio and TV stations as early as 6:00 A.M. You can also 

access this information through the Loudoun County Schools web page at www.lcps.org.  Connect-Ed phone 
calls will also be made by LCPS to the primary number listed on your students contact sheet.   

Please do not call the school, as the line must be kept open for emergency calls.   

 Delayed Openings 

When road conditions are not satisfactory, the opening of school may be delayed for one or two hours.  A 
one-hour delayed opening causes no change in the program at Horizon Elementary.  However, a two-hour 

delayed opening would necessitate the following changes to the kindergarten program: 

Two-Hour Delayed Openings – Program Schedule Adjustments 

Half-Day Kindergarten, 

STEP (4 year old) 

A.M. Session – will begin two (2) hours late and remain 

in school for two hours.  These students will leave school one 
hour later than usual. 

P.M. Session – will begin one (1) hour late and remain in 
school for two hours, dismissing at the regular time. 

Half-Day ELL Students will go to their ELL school on a two-hour delayed 

schedule and will follow the kindergarten release procedures. 

Full Day Programs Students in these programs will arrive two (2) hours late and 
remain until the end of the normal school day. 

Early Childhood Pre-School Students will begin two (2) hours late and remain in school 

for three (3) hours.  These students will leave school one (1) 
hour later than normal. 

 

 Early School Closing 

Each family should have a plan for emergency school closings. A form on which parents should indicate 
their family’s emergency plan is included in the First Day Packet. If, for any reason, school is closed early, 

we will be able to remind children of the plans their parents have developed so that each child will know 

where to go if he/she should go home to an empty house. The classroom teachers will keep these plans in 
the classrooms and remind the children of the plan in the event of an early closing. Due to the large 

number of students in this school, we cannot call individual parents. 

We receive our information about school closing by telephone or e-mail from the Loudoun County Schools 

Administrative Office. PLEASE DO NOT CALL THE SCHOOL, as the line must be kept open for 
emergency calls! You will receive a Connect-Ed call in the case of an emergency closing. 

 

http://www.lcps.org/
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SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN (SIP) 

The Horizon staff is dedicated to 
improving our strategies for increasing 
student achievement and in closing the 
achievement gap.  A formal School 
Improvement Plan is developed by staff, 
with parent input.  If parents are 
interested in participating in this process 
please contact Jennifer Ewing at 571-
434-3260.  The plan is reviewed and 
revised throughout the year according to 
the results achieved.   

The updated 2012-2013 SIP will be 

posted on the Horizon website.   

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN (SIP) 

The Horizon staff is dedicated to 
improving our strategies for increasing 
student achievement and in closing the 
achievement gap.  A formal School 
Improvement Plan is developed by staff, 
with parent input.  If parents are 
interested in participating in this process 
please contact Jennifer Ewing at 571-
434-3260.  The plan is reviewed and 
revised throughout the year according to 
the results achieved.   

The updated 2012-2013 SIP will be 

posted on the Horizon website.   

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN (SIP) 

The Horizon staff is dedicated to 
improving our strategies for increasing 
student achievement and in closing the 
achievement gap.  A formal School 
Improvement Plan is developed by staff, 
with parent input.  If parents are 
interested in participating in this process 
please contact Jennifer Ewing at 571-
434-3260.  The plan is reviewed and 
revised throughout the year according to 
the results achieved.   

The updated 2012-2013 SIP will be 

posted on the Horizon website.   

Objetivos y Actividades 

 Asegurar la abogacía en nombre de los temas minoritarios dentro de la Comunidad de LCPS. 

 Promover la participación de los padres 

 Desarrollar un proceso para facilitar la resolución de las preocupaciones de los padres  

 Fomentar un aumento en el personal y voluntarios de minoría en la escuela para: 
Reforzar los esfuerzos para conseguir un conocimiento cultural y sensibilidad cultural  
Proveer modelos ejemplares y asistir a los estudiantes minoritarios en el desarrollo de su auto-estima. 
Diseminar información acerca de los temas de interés, oportunidades educacionales, estrategias y 
apoyo de datos 

 Participar y presentar en foros para fomentar el conocimiento y sensibilidad y proveer la información 
necesaria para los padres y el personal 

 Facilitar la colaboración con las organizaciones locales y nacionales y los recursos de la comunidad 
 Asesorar a la Junta Escolar del Condado de Loudoun acerca de los temas que afectan al éxito 

minoritario  

 Facilitar la comunicación entre la comunidad y las Escuelas Públicas del Condado de Loudoun 

 Apoyar las metas y actividades de la Junta Escolar para el éxito minoritario dentro del sistema escolar 
y en las escuelas participantes según se necesite 

 Revisar la información de los resultados de la exámenes anualmente y hacer recomendaciones  

 Entregar un informe anual a la Junta Escolar del Condado de Loudoun 
Para averiguar acerca de cómo servir en su escuela como Delegado o Delegado Alternativo por favor 

contáctese con la Organización de Padres o el Director  

 
The Minority Student Achievement Advisory Committee (MSAAC) is dedicated to work in partnership with the 
Loudoun County Public Schools (LCPS), parents and community to further the academic, social and cultural 
development of every student and to ensure that the needs of all minority students are met.  

MSAAC supports School Board and staff initiatives, and parent efforts to ensure that our school community 
becomes culturally competent, providing the corner stone to ensure fair and equitable instruction to all LCPS 
students. 
We encourage the development of school cultures where every minority student is afforded the opportunity to 
achieve his or her full potential, feels welcome and is recognized as an integral member of the student body. 

All meetings are held at the Loudoun County Public School Administration Building in the School Board Meeting 
Room.  

For questions, please contact the Outreach office directly at (571) 252-1460. 

More information can be found on the school system website at www.lcps.org under the “Parents” tab, and then 

select Minority Student Achievement Advisory. Visit http://lcps.org/Page/109186 for meeting dates. 

http://lcps.org/Page/109186
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OFFICE REMINDERS 

The school day begins promptly at 7:50 AM.  Students MUST be in their classrooms at 7:50 AM, arriving after 
that time results in an UNEXCUSED tardy, unless a doctors note is provided.  Students coming in after 7:50 AM 
must be escorted into the building, by an adult.  School dismisses at 2:35 PM.  Parents picking up students prior to 
dismissal are required to sign them out in the main office.  All visitors to the building should begin their visit in the 
main office.  Once in the office, you may sign in using the computer located on the front counter.  Any forgotten 
items should be brought to the office.  This will cut down on interruptions to the class. 

ABSENTEE/TARDY 
Please email the Horizon absentee email at hrzabsentee@lcps.org, or call the absentee line at 571-434-3261 
to report the absence or late to school information for your child. 

AFTER SCHOOL PLAN 
Anytime your child has a change in his/her after school plan, please send a note in with your child in the morning.  
The office cannot redirect children after school on the basis of a phone call.  If an emergency necessitates a 

change during the day, you may fax the instructions to us at 703-444-7418. 

LOST AND FOUND 

Horizon Elementary has areas designated for lost 
items such as lunch boxes, and clothing.  Students 
that misplace their belongings can check in the Lost 
and Found that is located outside the music room.  
Items of value or importance such as glasses, 
jewelry, and keys are kept in the front office.  If 
your child has lost an item, please encourage them 
to check in the Lost and Found or with the office 
secretary.  Items that go unclaimed will be donated 

at the end of each quarter to a local charity. 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN (SIP) 

The Horizon staff is dedicated to improving our 
strategies for increasing student achievement and in 
closing the achievement gap.  A formal School 
Improvement Plan is developed by staff, with parent 
input.  If parents are interested in participating in this 
process please contact Jennifer Ewing at 571-434-
3260.  The plan is reviewed and revised throughout 
the year according to the results achieved.   

The 2013-2014 SIP is in revision. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

If, due to a disability, you need assistance to 
enable you to participate meaningfully in any of 
our school programs, please contact Mrs. Ewing, 
Principal at 571.434.3260 at least five working 

days prior to the activity. 

HORIZON NOW ON FACEBOOK & TWITTER! 

Visit Horizon's new Facebook page to keep up to date on school events and happenings! Check us out 
at: facebook.com/HRZSterling and be sure to Like our page to get your updates. 

We are also on Twitter. Click the links below our calendar to follow us!  

https://www.facebook.com/HRZSterling   https://twitter.com/HorizonElem 

SCHOOL BOARD REPRESENTATIVES 

Debbie Rose, Algonkian District - debbie.rose@lcps.org. 
You can also follow her on Facebook, 
"Debbie Rose- School Board"  

Brenda Sheridan, Sterling District - 
brenda.sheridan@lcps.org  

Tom Reed, At Large - thomas.reed@lcps.org 

https://www.facebook.com/HRZSterling
https://www.facebook.com/HRZSterling

