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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

 

Greetings Comets!   The month of January has been a strange one when it comes to 
weather.  I look forward to seeing if Punxsutawney Phil will see his shadow as he comes 
out from hibernation tomorrow, February 2, Ground Hog Day.  If he sees his shadow it 

could mean six more weeks of winter.  If not, then spring may be right around the corner.  
But with the weather being cold and warm this past week you never know what the next 

six weeks may hold. 

Last night was our Second Multicultural Night.  It was a huge success.  I want to personally 
thank all that contributed food, flags, and performances.  It was wonderful to have so 

many families out enjoying the planned festivities.   

Congratulations are in order for Max Baskin and Omkar Bhalerao.  Max was the winner 
of the Horizon Geography Bee conducted January 9.  A week after the school bee, he 
took a written exam in order to qualify for the state-level competition that will be held on 
April 5, 2013.  If Max qualifies he will participate in the state bee in Washington, D. C.  
Omkar was the winner of the Horizon Spelling Bee conducted on January 16. He will 
represent Horizon Elementary School at the Loudoun County Spelling Bee on March 14.   

We are so proud of both students for an excellent job!  Way to go! 

As many of you may know, Superintendent Edgar B. Hatrick III has presented his Fiscal 
Year 2014 Proposed Operating Budget to the School Board.  You can find information 
with where we are in this process and upcoming meetings from Horizon’s website under 
the tab titled “Our School” and “Budget Information FY 2014.” http://www.lcps.org/

domain/13778 

Please keep current on all other events planned for the month of February. 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer Ewing 

FEBRUARY EVENTS 

Wed Feb 6, 2013 
1pm DOM Cluster Concert  
 5th Grade FT 

Where: DHS 

Wed Feb 13, 2013 
9am 1ST GR. Field Trip to the 

 Patriot Center 

Fri Feb 15, 2013 

7am Munchkins with Mom 

Mon Feb 18, 2013 

NO SCHOOL/Holiday 

Wed Feb 20, 2013 

WordMasters Challenge 

Tue Feb 26, 2013 

2:35pm Comet Council 

6:30pm SRMS Band Night 
Where: Seneca Ridge MS 
Auditorium 

7pm Step-by-Step Toward More 
Inclusive Schools—Info Night 

Where: Library 

Wed Feb 27, 2013 
6pm RBMS-5th Grade Band Night 

Where: RBMS Auditorium 

Fri Mar 1, 2013 

Read Across America Day 
The LCPS Social Science department would like parent and teacher input on a possible 
textbook adoption for the future.  There will be sample resources for Kindergarten 

through third grade on display in the library from January 9 to February 15, 2013. 

The publishers that have sent materials are: 

1. Five Ponds Press 
2. Holt/McDougal/Harcourt 

3. McMillan/McGraw-Hill 

There will be paper rubrics that teachers and/or parents 
are asked to use as they review the materials and a 
folder to leave the completed rubric. 

Parents can sign up for Loudoun 
Alert at http://
alert.loudoun.gov/.  The system 
will send an email or text 
message when schools are closed 
or closing early due to weather 
or other circumstances in addition 
to other alerts a user can register to receive. 

Alert Loudoun 

http://www.lcps.org/domain/13778
http://www.lcps.org/domain/13778
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Debbie Rose, Algonkian District - debbie.rose@lcps.org.  You can also follow her on Facebook, "Debbie Rose- School Board" 

Brenda Sheridan, Sterling District - brenda.sheridan@lcps.org  
Tom Reed, At Large - thomas.reed@lcps.org 

School Board Representatives 

Comet Parents, 

I would like to remind everyone of some very important dates for our students at Horizon. 

Our 5th grade students will be taking the Iowa Algebra Aptitude Test (IAAT) on Wednesday, January 23rd.  The IAAT is a timed 
assessment administered to LCPS 5th grade students to help facilitate middle school mathematics course placement.  This assessment, 
along with teacher recommendations and academic history allows us to gain insight into each child’s readiness for middle school 

advanced mathematics classes. 

Also, our 5th grade students are preparing for the SOL English: Online Writing Test. The Multiple-Choice section of the SOL English: 

Online Writing Test will be administered on March 12th and 13th and the Short Paper, or essay, for the SOL English: Online Writing 

Test between March 18th – 20th. 

The remaining Standards of Learning (SOL) tests for grades 3 through 5 will occur from May 6 th –May 31st.  Parents, please stay 

tuned for additional information highlighting the specific dates each test will be administered to your child.   

Our 2nd grade students will be taking the Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT) from April 2nd through April 12th.  The CogAT measures 
general and specific cognitive skills that allow a student to learn new tasks or solve problems.  As we approach the test dates 

additional information will be sent home.   

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 571-434-3260. 

Respectfully, 

Chris Painter 

Assistant Principal 

TESTING NEWS 

TECH TALK 
MS. JENNIFER HUGHES 

Exciting news for Horizon’s Comets…iPads are coming to a library near you! Thanks 
to the Horizon PTA and funds from book fair sales, we are purchasing a set of 10 

iPads. Teachers will be able to checkout iPads for students use. 

Tried speech-to-text software like Dragon Naturally Speaking? If you’d like to try a 
free, speech-to-text tool consider TalkTyper, http://talktyper.com. (Only available for 
use with Google Chrome.)  TalkTyper will type what the user speaks and will also 
read aloud selected digital text. Both features have a wide range of applications, 

and you can’t beat the price!  

mailto:debbie.rose@lcps.org
http://talktyper.com
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In 1998, the National Educational Association created a special day to honor reading. 
March 2 is Dr. Seuss’ birthday and now celebrated as Read Across America Day.  As you 

probably know, Dr. Seuss is the author of many children’s books. The Cat in the Hat, The 
Lorax, and Horton Hears a Who, just to mention a few. To honor his contributions to 
children’s literature, this day was chosen. One of the goals is to have children being read 
to and thus Horizon meets this goal by having special readers come on Friday, March 1. 
Most of the special readers will come from the LCPS administration personnel. Each 

reader will bring a favorite book and share his/her personal reflections on reading.   

At Horizon, we take it a step further. Children are encouraged to wear red, white, and 
black (for The Cat in the Hat) or any other Dr. Seuss character type clothes. Green eggs 
and ham will be served in the cafeteria that day. Mrs. Ewing and Mr. Painter will read to 
each grade level. Some rooms will provide door decorations.  Mrs. Sherline, first grade 
teacher, has created a special poem celebrating reading, which will be placed on a 

bookmark (made by Mrs. Connery) to be given as a thank you gift for the readers.  

This is just ONE day to honor reading. We hope YOU honor the joy of reading everyday 

in your home!! 

THE READING CORNER 

MRS. BOBBIE LEE 

The Horizon Chorus is preparing for their trip to Kings Dominion 

on Saturday, May 4th!  They will exhibit two of their songs 
from their Spring Concert and get some feedback from 

professional vocal coaches on their performance. 

The Spring Concert will be Wednesday, April 17th at 9:10, 

1:40 & 6:30 PM at Horizon. 

Horizon's 4th & 5th Graders have started their unit on the 
Soprano Baroque Recorder.  They will be practicing at home to 
earn their Recorder Karate belts in music class all the way until 
the end of the 3rd Grading Period in March. 

CHORUS NOTES 

MR. TODD GRIVETTI 

COUNSELORS CORNER 
MS. TERESA SMIDT 

MRS. RACHEL ABBOTT 

 

The counseling department would like to welcome our new 
counseling intern, Adam Zisa.  Adam is currently a student at 
Marymount University in Arlington, Virginia. He is in the 
graduate program earning his Master’s degree in School 
Counseling. Adam will be coming to Horizon every Wednesday 
until May 2013.  Outside of the school day, Adam enjoys 
skateboarding, gymnastics, drawing and painting, and cycling. 
If you have any questions for Adam, please feel free to 
contact him at Adam350Zisa@gmail.com.  The counseling 
department is excited to have Adam be a part of the Horizon 

Community! 

Beginning in February, classroom guidance lessons will focus on 
career exploration.  We will be discussing the concepts of job 
and career, identifying hobbies and interests and relating these 
to career choices, and identifying career choices through 
exploration.  Students will be exposed to a number of different 
careers and will discover how their individual preferences and 
the classes that they choose to take throughout their time in 
school can shape their career journey.  These lessons will also 
provide a lead-in to Horizon’s 2nd Annual Career Fair.  Last 
year, our parent volunteers helped to make this event a success, 
and we are looking forward to your participation again this 
year!  More information regarding the Career Fair with be 

forthcoming over the next few weeks. 
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POETRY MASTERS CLUB 

Each month a selection of poems are available for grades 1-5.  Any child who wishes to participate will 
memorize a selected poem for their grade category and recite the poem to the Poetry coordinator and/
or parent volunteer.  The February poems will be available on Friday, 1/8 and recited on Wednesday, 

2/27.  Congratulations to the following students who successfully memorized and recited the January 
poem to Mrs. Sandridge: 

Matthew Godek 
Medha Mani 
Lilly Rossi 
Julienne Galie 
Tess Durham 
Mary MacGoy 

Lilly Egenrieder 
Katie Nelson 
Lexi Guy 
Ayaan Kamal 
Jasmine Hus 
Paige Calvo 

Divya Lobo 
Alycia Kutz 
Natalie Sandridge 
Neal Bhatnagar 
Michael Godek 
Snigdha Indurti 
Vaishnavi Mathur 

MATH SUPERSTARS  
Congratulations to the following students for participating in the Math Superstars program so far this year!  Check out the 
Link to Math Superstars on the PTA website to download weekly sheets (Just follow this link:  http://www.lcps.org//site/

Default.aspx?PageID=99640) and you too can be a math superstar!!! 

Kindergarten:  Edward Christopher, Adithi Selvamohan, Jonathan Tran, Abigail Vasak, Alesandro Alfaro, Lahsen Bachir-
Bouiadjra, Riley Baskin, Tyler Day, McKenna Lyons, Devin Fuller, Salma Khadir, Jason Ku, Brendan Pope, Rhea Singh, Inaya 

Tarafder, Karis Yang 

1st Grade:  Shayan Barbic, Lillian Prelewicz, Raynad Chishty, Michael Day, Cayden Suchy, Kysha Castillo, Anna Cifuentes, 

Arian Abdolahi, Halima Bachir-Bouiadjra, Krish Jain  

2nd Grade:  Sophia Cifuentes, Ayaan Kamal, Karim Khadir, Andrew Pope, Jackson Summers, Aaron Chesson, Alexandra 
Pantella, Jake Sibley, Mihir Ganguli, Niyathi Jag, Jack Pilaro, Robert Ward, Mathew Godek, Sophie Guilfoyle, Josephine 
Lee, Joshua Sullivan, Aidan VanVoorhis, Noah Demangos, Madilyn Platko, Nick Inra, Medra Mani, Aran Najariam, Chloe 
Marion, Jonathan Mason, Leah Hearne, Atash Barbic, Jia Kan Choo, Stephen Economou, Bianca Guardado, Ava Hearne, 

Victoria Lenz, Parker Love, Matthew Mentzer, Mohammed Mohammed, Ethan Reidy, Aleeha Salam, Kennedy Seekford 

3rd Grade:  Tess Durham, Devin Freeman, Maya Papadopoulos, Uma Pillai, Mia Strein, Aidan Crotty, Lily Egenrieder, Jacob 
Feinberg, Allison Ferguson, Aidan Lyons, Kiran Smitka, El-Hasni Bachir-Bouiadjra, Claire Becker, Ashley Ferguson, Jad Beidas,  
Neil Ghadiali, Lexi Guy, Donavan Johnson, Norah Masrour, Sarah McGowan, Jenna Natour, Katherine Nelson, Natalie 
Quisbert, Benjamin Robertson, Kathryn Sapio, Divya Sharma, Alina Alfaro, Sabrina Belkhous, John Craig, Liam Mullins,  
Maya Natour, Pete Downey, Aaditya Dhavale, Nimay Goradia, Haley Ku, Kyra Lim, Taylor Suchy, Jacob Wesoky, Hailey 
Wolok, Jaclyn Huynh, Mahmod Abdallah, Marium Khawaja, Aayush Saxena, Andrew Burtner, Bailey Resnick, Darian Salahi,  

Taylor Margenau  

 4th Grade:  Roxanna Chen, Michael Godek, Miriam Gorbach, Max Baskin, Rishika Gaddam, Nikkil Jag, Bennett Love,  
Bhargav Moosani, Jocelyn Nichols-Lockett, Brian Shen, Olivia Rubin, Savannah Allison, Cecilia Tran, Anusha Jain, Marissa 

Inra, Tyler Chillot, Madison Mulhearn 

5th Grade:  Andrew Zhang, Faith Shote, Omkar Bhalerao, Esheka Garg, Annabelle Lenz, Ryan Mason, Snigdha Indurti, Sanil 
Jain, Peter Sullivan, Nihar Lavani, Paris Economou, Sachin Navaratne, Jia Hao Choo  

http://www.lcps.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=99640
http://www.lcps.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=99640
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Where in the world is…? 

On January 9th, Horizon held the annual 
Geography Bee with guest announcer, LCPS 
Public Information Officer, Wayde Byard. 
 
Fourth grade participants were Emily Dang, 
Max Baskin, Carter Hansen, Luke Deeds.  
 
Fifth grade participants were Ned Morgan, Kwaku Riverson, 
Omkar, Bhalerao, Jackson Hickey, Lauren Thompson and Andrew 
Zhang. 
 
Congratulations to all participants and to Max Baskin who won 
the challenge.  Max won a National Geographic Geography Bee 
medal as a prize. A week after the school bee, he took a written 
exam in order to qualify for the state-level competition that will 

be held on April 5.  If Max qualifies, he will participate in the 
state bee in Washington, D.C. 

How well can you spell? 

On January 16th, Horizon held the 5th 
grade Spelling Bee with guest 
pronouncer NBC weekend anchor, 

Angie Goff. 

The participants were Antonella 
Azzolini, Omkar Bhalerao, Chloe 
Camacho, Avery Cantwell, Ethan Fink, 
Mariana Gonzalez, Esheka Gorg, 
Deena Hamandi, Jenna Johnston, 
Alycia Kutz, Breanna Kutz, Nihar 
Lavani, Sophia Masrour, Rachel 

Sullivan. 

Congratulation to all participants and to Omkar Bhalerao who 
won the challenge.  Omkar will move on to the Loudoun 
Regional Spelling Bee on March 14th.  Good Luck Omkar! 
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Internet Safety: What Parents Need to Know-Part 1 

Presented by: The Loudoun County Sheriffs Department 

Monday, March 18th at 6:30pm - 8:00pm  

at Potomac Falls HS Auditorium 

The two-part course will help introduce parents to basic Internet safety as well as 
some advanced techniques to help keep their children safe while online and using 
technology.  Please be advised that these are PARENT ONLY CLASSES due to GRAPHIC CONTENT.  Internet 
Safety is a common topic of discussion for today’s parents and in some cases can be a source of anxiety.  With 
technology moving ahead at such a rapid pace, it can be hard for parents to keep up let alone catch up.  Topics 
that will be discussed: Social Networking, Sexting/Texting, Cell Phone Technology and Features, Laptops vs. Desk 

Top PC’s, Current Trends, Predatory Behaviors, PC and Console Gaming, and Monitoring Techniques. 
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PARENT LIAISON     
MRS. ROBIN MONG 

To view current or previous versions of “Parents Make a Difference” Newsletter, please visit the following link: 

http://www.lcps.org/page/1597 
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HORIZON 

PTA NEWS 

2012-2013 Horizon PTA Executive Board   

President  
 Mike Morgan 
 president@horizonpta.org 
Sr. VP 
 Amy Sandridge 
 srvp@horizonpta.org 
Treasurer 
 Meredith Pilaro 
 treasurer@horizonpta.org 
 

Recording Secretary 
 Amy Sandridge 
 recsecy@horizonpta.org 
Corresponding Secretary 
 Teresa Demangos 
 corrsecy@horizonpta.org 
Co-VP-Staff Relations 
 Laura Ellingwood & 
 Kimberly Misch 
 staffrel@horizonpta.org 

Co-VP-Membership & Directory 
 Kelli Evers & Gail Godek 
 membership@horizonpta.org 
 directory@horizonpta.org 
Co-VP-Social  
 Amye Love & Kristen Sirois 
 social@horizonpta.org 
VP-After-School Enrichment Programs (ASEP) 
 Ginni Arcuri 
 asep@horizonpta.org 

Co-VP-Fundraising 
 Amy Curran & 
 Joanne Canellos 
 fundraising@horizonpta.org 
VP-Spirit Sales  
 Debbie Mulhearn 
 spiritsales@horizonpta.org 

GO COMETS!  

www.horizonpta.org 

 
‘Horizon Elementary  

School and PTA’  

SPIRIT WEEK AT CHICK-FIL-A – WE WON OUR COW TROPHY BACK!!!  
We would like to thank Lowes Island for helping us create a fun spirit week amongst our schools.  Both schools were able to raise 
money for their PTA's that will enable them to do great things.  Our money will be going toward playground enhancements.  A 
GREAT BIG THANK YOU to all of the families who participated and helped us win in the end.  We raised over $1,400 for our 
school - that's alota chicken!  
 

SKATE NIGHT! 
Thanks to everyone who attended Skate Night. We hope everyone had a great time at this fun filled family event! 
 

AFTER SCHOOL ENRICHMENT PROGRAM (ASEP) 
Calling all teachers and parents! Do you have a hobby or talent that you would like to share and get paid for it? We are looking 
for instructors for our upcoming ASEP session.  If interested please contact asep@horizonpta.org.  
 
MUNCHKINS WITH MOM  
“Munchkins with Mom” is scheduled for Friday, February 15th at 7:00 a.m.  The theme this year is "Mom, You are a Star!"  Please 
look for an informational flyer to go home soon.  Horizon Elementary is looking for father volunteers to help with this event. Please 
contact Robin Mong at Robin.Mong@lcps.org for more information. 

 
Go Comets! 
Mike Morgan, President, Horizon PTA  
president@horizonpta.org, iPhone: michael.d.morgan@comcast.net, (703) 963-4292  

Improving vocabulary skills using analogies. 
The second WordMasters challenge of the 2012-2013 school 

year is scheduled for Wednesday, February 20th for interested 
3rd, 4th and 5th grade students.  Copies of the word lists are 
available in the front office.  Resources to help students learn the 
words and practice for the challenge are available on the PTA 
tab of the Horizon website.  Just follow this link:  http://
www.lcps.org//site/Default.aspx?PageID=48389.  For more 
information contact Amy Sandridge at srvp@horizonpta.org. 

The Horizon Lego ASEP team is seeking donations of Legos. 
We’ve purchased several sets this year which will remain 

property of the PTA for use with future ASEP classes, but are 
always in the market to add to our growing collection. If you 
have Legos that you’d like to donate, please contact Jennifer 

Hughes at Jennifer.Hughes@lcps.org. Thanks for your support! 

Lego your Legos!?!  

mailto:president@horizonpta.org
mailto:srvp@horizonpta.org
mailto:treasurer@horizonpta.org
mailto:recsecy@horizonpta.org
mailto:corrsecy@horizonpta.org
mailto:staffrel@horizonpta.org
mailto:membership@horizonpta.org
mailto:directory@horizonpta.org
mailto:social@horizonpta.org
mailto:asep@horizonpta.org
mailto:fundraising@horizonpta.org
mailto:spiritsales@horizonpta.org
http://www.horizonpta.org
mailto:asep@horizonpta.org
mailto:Robin.Mong@lcps.org
mailto:president@horizonpta.org
mailto:michael.d.morgan@comcast.net
http://www.lcps.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=48389
http://www.lcps.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=48389
mailto:srvp@horizonpta.org
mailto:Jennifer.Hughes@lcps.org
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earnings for 2012-2013: $966.26 

 

$2300.00 42% 

0% 25% 50% 75% 100% 

GOAL 

Thank you for your continued support.  We have reached 40% of our school year goal.  Box tops can be 
submitted attached to the collection sheet, or put box tops in a baggie with your child’s and teacher’s name, or 

go online to www.bte.com and shop online to earn box top points for Horizon. 
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We are on the web! 

www.lcps.org/horizon 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

If, due to a disability, you need 
assistance to enable you to participate 

meaningfully in any of our school 
programs, please contact Mrs. Ewing, 

Principal at 571.434.3260 at least five 

working days prior to the activity. 

OFFICE REMINDERS 

The school day begins promptly at 7:50 AM.  Students MUST be in their 
classrooms at 7:50 AM, arriving after that time results in an UNEXCUSED tardy, 
unless a doctors note is provided.  Students coming in after 7:50 AM must be 
escorted into the building, by an adult.  School dismisses at 2:35 PM.  Parents 
picking up students prior to dismissal are required to sign them out in the main 
office.  All visitors to the building should begin their visit in the main office.  
Once in the office, you may sign in using the computer located on the front 
counter.  Any forgotten items should be brought to the office.  This will cut down 

on interruptions to the class. 

ABSENTEE/TARDY 
Please email the Horizon absentee email at hrzabsentee@lcps.org, or call the 
absentee line at 571-434-3261 to report the absence or late to school 

information for your child. 

AFTER SCHOOL PLAN 
Anytime your child has a change in his/her after school plan, please send a 
note in with your child in the morning.  The office cannot redirect children after 
school on the basis of a phone call.  If an emergency necessitates a change 

during the day, you may fax the instructions to us at 703-444-7418. 

If you have not done so already, 
please consider joining our PTA.  The 
PTA sponsors many social and 
educational activities to enrich your 
child’s experience at Horizon 
Elementary.  You can view the many 
activities and volunteer opportunities on 
the PTA portion of our webpage: 

www.lcps.org/Horizon. 

PARENT INFORMATION MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (PIMS) 
The Parent Information Management System 
(PIMS) is an online tool that provides a convenient 
way for the primary parent/guardian of a 
student to manage changes to the phone and/or 
email information for the contacts in their child’s 
record.  When using PIMS you can review, at your 
convenience, the current contact information that exists for your child.  If you 
need to update the current phone/email/emergency contact information, you 

can easily submit the update request online. 

To access the PIM system, visit the LCPS Internet site, www.lcps.org.   

Click on the PIM link on the right side under “Quick Links”. 

Once the request has been submitted, your child’s  school will review the 

request before accepting. 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 

(SIP) 

The Horizon staff is dedicated to 
improving our strategies for increasing 
student achievement and in closing the 
achievement gap.  A formal School 
Improvement Plan is developed by 
staff, with parent input.  If parents are 
interested in participating in this process 
please contact Jennifer Ewing at 571-
434-3260.  The plan is reviewed and 
revised throughout the year according 

to the results achieved.   

The updated 2012-2013 SIP is posted 

on the Horizon website. 

MSAAC 

The Minority Student Achievement 
Advisory Committee (MSAAC) works in 
partnership with Loudoun County Public 
schools staff, parents and community to 
further the academic, social, and 
cultural development of every student 
and to ensure that the needs of all 
minority students are met.  The group 
meets in the School Board Meeting 
Room of the LCPS Administration 
Building Please see the meeting 
schedule on page 7.  More information 
can be found on the school system 
website at www.lcps.org under the 
“Parents” tab, and then select Minority 
Student Achievement Advisory 

Committee. 

LOST AND FOUND 

Horizon Elementary has several 
areas designated for lost items such 
as lunch boxes and clothing.  
Students that misplace their 
belongings can check in the Lost and 
Found bin that is located outside the 
music room.  Items of value or 
importance such as glasses, jewelry, 
and keys are kept in the front 
office.  If your child has lost an item, 
please encourage them to check in 
the Lost and Found bin or with the 
office secretary.  Items that go 
unclaimed will be donated at the 
end of each quarter to a local 

charity. 


